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INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES - SCIENCE IN SOCIETIES  

 

Selection of Topics 

DIRECT GEOGRAPHIC  RELEVANCE 

INT-6-2015: Re-invigorating the partnership between the two shores of the 

Mediterranean 

Specific Challenge:During the last decade, the Mediterranean basin has inspired several concepts, 

instruments and policies like the Barcelona process, the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, the Union 

for the Mediterranean, the European Neighbourhood Policy, action plans and association 

agreements. The boundaries of the Mediterranean area are not clearly delimited. This region could 

only include the Mediterranean basin countries (with direct access to the Mediterranean), whereas 

other specialists take into account the influence of other partners, for example the Gulf States. 

For several decades, bilateral approaches to cooperation between the Northern and Southern shores 

of the Mediterranean have been favoured and this is still prevailing. In this context, an importa nt 

question arises on the effectiveness of bilateralism versus regionalism taking into account the role of 

the European Neighbourhood Policy in this region as well as how such policies are perceived by the 

South. Furthermore, following recent developments in the region, it is important to identify and 

characterise new leaderships in the Mediterranean area taking into account the power shifts among 

strategic players as well as the role and significance of other countries that are not part the 

Mediterranean area. 

Scope:Research should assess the potential and effectiveness of the policies and measures 

implemented between the two shores of the Mediterranean and identify the obstacles and 

prospects for further collaboration. In this context, the concept of bilateralism and regionalism 

should be defined and assessed in the Mediterranean area, including the pros and cons of both 

concepts as well as the evaluation of the potential of in-depth cooperation in specific fields like 

science and technology, water, agriculture, energy or transport. 

Research should discuss the different understandings of this region and explore which countries 

significantly influence the situation and developments in the region. In this context, the citizens' 

perceptions of the image, role and influence of Mediterranean collaboration need to be investigated 

from both Northern and Southern shores. To this end, data on citizens’ perceptions of the 

Mediterranean will be collected and updated. 
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Research should also identify the best practices, priorities and potential future developments that 

could improve the relations in this region, taking into account potential new strategies and political 

priorities that could emerge in the near future. 

Broad participation of international partners from the Mediterranean region in proposals submitted 

to this call is strongly encouraged. 

The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of between EUR 1.5 

and 2.5 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this 

does not preclude submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.  

Expected impact:The assessment of the prospects for and obstacles to further collaboration 

between the two shores of the Mediterranean will improve the understanding of the European 

Union's external action in the area and should contribute to a reflection on its future role in the 

region. Research will particularly lead to a refined conceptualization of the new geopolitical 

configuration of the Mediterranean area which will contribute to debates on the most appropriate 

mix of policies and measures either through a regional or a bilateral approach, including at sectorial 

level. Finally, activities under this topic will lead to identifying possible actions ne eded to improve 

the EU-Mediterranean collaboration. 

Type of action:Research and innovation actions 

The conditions for this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the General Annexes.  

INT-2-2014/2015: ENCOURAGING THE RESEARCH AND INNOVATION COOPERATION BETWEEN THE 

UNION AND SELECTED REGIONAL PARTNERS 

Specific Challenge:The aim is to: 

− stimulate and enhance the cooperation between researchers from the Union and those of the 

regional partners in question, including and in particular through Horizon 2020 and the partner's 

funding programmes; 

− eliminate remaining obstacles to cooperation between researchers from the Union and its 

international regional partners 

Scope:Proposals should target international partners in a regional context and should cover the 

following set of activities: 

− Encouraging cooperation between research and innovation actors from the Union and the partner 

in question, by promoting the opportunities offered by Horizon 2020 towards the international 

partner. This should include notably the setting up of web-based information systems, but it can also 

involve the organisation of awareness raising and information dissemination activities or the 

organisation of brokerage events, conferences or workshops;  

− Ensuring that progress is made towards establishing appropriate framework conditions for 

international cooperation between the Union and the partner in question, notably by identifying 

remaining obstacles for cooperation and by supporting the development  of solutions to eliminate 

these, while jointly promoting measures which facilitate international cooperation (e.g. on open 

access, scientific visa, IPR, peer review, research integrity etc).Where appropriate, this should 

include seeking continous complementarity and coherence with activities of the Strategic Forum for 

International Cooperation (SFIC). 
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In this work programme the following regional partners will be targetted: Southern Mediterranean 

Neighbourhood (including activities in support of bilateral S&T Agreements with Algeria, Morocco, 

Jordan), Eastern Partnership, the Black Sea region, the MiddleEast and Africa. For Africa the 

proposal will also include support for the implementation of activities agreed within the EU -Africa 

High Level Policy Dialogue, including by increasing the coordination between the activities and 

programmes from the Member States, the Associated Countries and the African partners.  

Proposals should be made by consortia consisting of balanced partnerships between European and 

international partners, ensuring adequate involvement of public authorities and otherstakeholders 

(e.g. funding agencies, research organisations, industry, civil society) of the participating countries. 

On the European side, broad involvement across all Member States and Associated Countries is 

expected, either within the consortium or through appropriate outreach activities by the consortium 

to other Member States and Associated States. Broad participation from the targeted region is also 

strongly encouraged. Proposals should build on the results of existing cooperation initiatives, and in 

particular those funded through the Seventh Framework Programme Capacities part 'Activities of 

International Cooperation'. 

Expected impact:for Topics 1 and 2: 

More strategic priority setting for cooperation with the Union's international partners across the 

whole of Horizon 2020; 

− Stronger interaction between the Union's researchers and those of its international partners, 

including through a stronger participation of the Union's international partners in Horizon 2020;  

− Establishment of optimal framework conditions for international cooperation; 

− Increased coordination and synergies between policies and programmes of the Member States, the 

Associated Countries and the Union's international partners;  

− Ensuring close synergies with the international dimension of calls launched across Horizon 2020 to 

enhance the socio-economic impact of Horizon 2020 (notably through increased access to scientific 

excellence across the world and the opening up of new markets.  

Type of action:Coordination and support actions 

A maximum of one proposal will be supported per international partner region from the list provided 

above. The Commission considers that proposals requesting a Union contribution of EUR 1.95 million 

per proposal for a duration of three years would allow this specific challenge to be  addressed 

appropriately for the proposals targeting Africa and the Southern Mediterranean Neighbourhood. 

For the proposals targeting the Eastern Partnership and the Black Sea region, the Commission 

considers that proposals requesting a Union contribution of EUR 1.5 million per proposal for a 

duration of three years would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. For the 

proposals targeting the Middle East, the Commission considers that a proposal requesting a Union 

contribution of EUR 1 million for a duration of three years would allow this specific challenge to be 

addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and selection of proposals 

requesting other amounts. 

The conditions for this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the General Annexes. 

INT-6-2015: Re-invigorating the partnership between the two shores of the Mediterranean 

Specific Challenge: During the last decade, the Mediterranean basin has inspired several concepts, 

instruments and policies like the Barcelona process, the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, the Union 
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for the Mediterranean, the European Neighbourhood Policy, action plans and association 

agreements. The boundaries of the Mediterranean area are not clearly delimited. This region cou ld 

only include the Mediterranean basin countries (with direct access to the Mediterranean), whereas 

other specialists take into account the influence of other partners, for example the Gulf States.  

For several decades, bilateral approaches to cooperation between the Northern and Southern shores 

of the Mediterranean have been favoured and this is still prevailing. In this context, an important 

question arises on the effectiveness of bilateralism versus regionalism taking into account the role of 

the European Neighbourhood Policy in this region as well as how such policies are perceived by the 

South. Furthermore, following recent developments in the region, it is important to identify and 

characterise new leaderships in the Mediterranean area taking into acco unt the power shifts among 

strategic players as well as the role and significance of other countries that are not part the 

Mediterranean area. 

Scope: Research should assess the potential and effectiveness of the policies and measures 

implemented between the two shores of the Mediterranean and identify the obstacles and 

prospects for further collaboration. In this context, the concept of bilateralism and regionalism 

should be defined and assessed in the Mediterranean area, including the pros and cons of both  

concepts as well as the evaluation of the potential of in-depth cooperation in specific fields like 

science and technology, water, agriculture, energy or transport.  

Research should discuss the different understandings of this region and explore which coun tries 

significantly influence the situation and developments in the region. In this context, the citizens' 

perceptions of the image, role and influence of Mediterranean collaboration need to be investigated 

from both Northern and Southern shores. To this end, data on citizens’ perceptions of the 

Mediterranean will be collected and updated. 

Research should also identify the best practices, priorities and potential future developments that 

could improve the relations in this region, taking into account potent ial new strategies and political 

priorities that could emerge in the near future. 

Broad participation of international partners from the Mediterranean region in proposals submitted 

to this call is strongly encouraged. 

The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of between EUR 1.5 

and 2.5 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this 

does not preclude submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.  

Expected impact: The assessment of the prospects for and obstacles to further collaboration 

between the two shores of the Mediterranean will improve the understanding of the European 

Union's external action in the area and should contribute to a reflection on its future  role in the 

region. Research will particularly lead to a refined conceptualization of the new geopolitical 

configuration of the Mediterranean area which will contribute to debates on the most appropriate 

mix of policies and measures either through a regional or a bilateral approach, including at sectorial 

level. Finally, activities under this topic will lead to identifying possible actions needed to improve 

the EU-Mediterranean collaboration. 

Type of action: Research and innovation actions 

The conditions for this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the General Annexes.  

INDIRECT GEOGRAPHIC RELEVANCE 
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INT-9-2015: THE EUROPEAN UNION, TURKEY AND ITS WIDER NEIGHBOURHOOD: CHALLENGES AND 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Specific Challenge:Since the outset of the European integration process in the aftermath of World 

War II, Turkey has been an important economic and political partner for the EU and a strategic 

military ally within NATO, forming a bridge into the Middle East and the Caucasus. Turkey is also a 

member of the G-20 group and ranks among the top 20 countries in the world regarding the size of 

the country, its population and the nominal GDP. The process of Turkey's integration with the EU has 

started in 1963 when it has become an associate member following the Ankara Agreement. Turkey 

applied for EU membership already in 1987, but was officially recognised as a candidate country in 

1999 and the official accession negotiations started in 2005. In 1995 a customs union agreement 

with the EU was signed. 

Following the decades of close cooperation, Turkey is already well integrated with the European 

Union in particular in the socio-economic themes, including cooperation on research and innovation, 

and in cultural matters. In recent years however, due to the economic and financial crisis as well as 

continuing tensions in the Middle East and the South and East Mediterranean region, the challenges 

facing both Turkey and the EU have grown. In this context, the different options for further EU -

Turkey cooperation in the next decade should be fully explored, taking into account the rising global 

importance of Turkey as an independent regional power. 

Scope:Research should analyse the economic, social, political and geostrategic challenges and 

opportunities - for Turkey itself and for the EU - of further integration of Turkey with the EU, taking 

into account the different forms this collaboration could take. Different scenarios and their 

consequences should be analysed, from the point of view of the strategic interests of both the E U 

and Turkey. This should include both internal and external dimensions, as well as the analysis of 

impacts on relations with other global powers and with other world regions, in particular the Middle 

East, the South and East Mediterranean, and the Caucasus. Research should also explore the 

potential consequences of a lack of progress in building stronger ties between Turkey and the EU.  

Broad participation of partners from Turkey and its wider neighbourhood countries in proposals 

submitted to this call is strongly encouraged. 

The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of between EUR 1.5 

and 2.5 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this 

does not preclude submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts. 

Expected impact:Research is expected to advance theoretical and practical debates on the different 

scenarios, and their implications, of the potential further integration of Turkey with the EU and to 

provide the analysis of the challenges and opportunities associated with this process. It will make a 

critical assessment of the evolution of EU relations with Turkey in the last decades as well as how 

they were affected by the shifting global order and the rise of Turkey as a regional power. These 

activities will contribute to a better understanding of the challenges facing the EU neighbourhood 

and enlargement policies as well as will provide evidence base to support them.  

Type of action: Research and innovation actions 

The conditions for this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the General Annexes.  

 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
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INT-3-2015: EUROPE'S CONTRIBUTION TO A VALUE-BASED GLOBAL ORDER AND ITS CONTESTANTS 

Specific Challenge:The notion of and access to global justice has been at the centre of many debates 

about the objectives and legitimacy of global governance and international law. For some, global 

justice implies solidarity with all humankind on the basis of inter -culturally shared values. Others 

think that such a broad conception of justice is untenable, and that high levels of justice may, if at 

all, only be attained at the level of the nation-state. While the debate is open on what a just global 

order can be and which values it could or should comprise, one can identify certain conditions that 

global political action would need to fulfil to move closer to the ideal type of such an order. Parting 

from a European view of global justice and human rights, European policy -makers regularly portray 

the European Union as an ethical global player promoting values like democracy and human rights in 

its externalrelations. Moreover, the EU's engagement in the fight for sustainability and against 

poverty and conflicts in the world may be an indicator of a determination to spreading its values so 

as to render the world more just. However, the Union's real impact on global justice, also at the 

institutional level, remains not only underspecified but is often also contested.  

Scope:Research should first look into the criteria for global justice and contrast various 

understandings of it, exploring European as well as non-European and non-Western perspectives. It 

should then examine whether and how various criteria for a just and valuebased global order are 

met by the EU and EU Member and Associated countries' policies, activities and regulations in issue 

areas that are of particular importance for the promotion of inter-culturally shared values and 

justice at a global scale, such as trade and development policy, the defence of human rights, the 

promotion of gender equality conflict prevention and resolution and the protection of livelihoods. It 

should also investigate the impact of governmental, non-governmental and transnational actors who 

contest the EU's activities and present alternative visions of global justice and how to obtain it. 

Research should ultimately come to statements about if and how Europe does - or does not - 

contribute to a value-based global order. It should identify facilitating and inhibiting conditions for 

European action that effectively promotes its values. 

The participation of international partners in proposals submitted to this call is encouraged.  

The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of between EUR 1.5 

and 2.5 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this 

does not preclude submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.  

Expected impact:Research on the EU's contribution to a just global order, especially through 

institutions and law, will advance the understanding of the Union as a value-based actor in global 

affairs, while uncovering the conflicts that exercising this function creates with other major global 

players. It is thus expected that this research will shed empirical light on the potential for and limits 

to the EU's future place in a multi-polar global order. By identifying facilitating and restraining 

factors for effective EU external activities aimed at the export of values, actions wil l provide the 

bases for future-oriented and evidence-based reflections on the contents and conduct of these 

external activities. 

Type of action:Research and innovation actions 

The conditions for this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the Ge neral Annexes. 
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INT-4-2015: THE EUROPEAN UNION'S CONTRIBUTION TO GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT: IN SEARCH OF 

GREATER POLICY COHERENCE 

Specific Challenge:Development policy represents one of the key areas of activity of EU external 

relations. In order to further enhance the impact of its actions in this policy domain, the European 

Union, in particular the European Consensus on Development, has, since the mid-2000s repeatedly 

emphasized the need for greater "policy coherence for development" (PCD). By referring to this 

concept, strengthened by Article 208 of the Lisbon Treaty, the Union recognizes that non-

development policies can have significant effects on third countries, contributing to or undermining 

its development policy objectives. To minimize contradictions and build synergies between 

development and non-development policies, the EU increasingly strives to take greater account of 

developing country needs and interests in the five global challenge areas of the PCD work 

programme: trade and finance, climatechange, global food security, migration and security, as 

addressed in the 2011 and 2013 Policy Coherence Reports. In cooperation with the Organisation for 

Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the EU has also been among the key promoters of 

PCD on a global scale. The idea that greater policy coherence is needed to advance global 

development policy objectives is also expected to play a key role in the debate on a future post -2015 

development agenda. This was underlined by the Council Conclusions of May 2012 t hat encouraged 

the Commission to develop a more evidence-based approach to further improve monitoring, 

implementation and follow-up. 

Scope:Research should adopt a comprehensive perspective on EU policies and regulations and their 

impact on developing countries, analysing the intended and unintended consequences of both 

development and of non-development policies' impact on developing countries. It should, on the 

one hand, look into EU and EU member state development policy in various regions of the world, 

investigating where appropriate, to what extent and why these have proven to be effective or not. 

On the other hand, EU and EU member state nondevelopment policies with a bearing for 

development in third countries should be closely scrutinized. Finally, the influence and policies of 

more recent development actors should be analysed in order to situate the European position into a 

global context. Based on these analyses, a methodology should be developed for measuring progress 

on policy coherence for development including elaborating suitable baselines, target and indicators. 

Comparisons between EU policies vis-à-vis developing countries from different world regions, with 

specific emphasis on Least Developed Countries, are encouraged. Factors (e.g. actors/ins titutions, 

procedures, structures) that enable or hinder coherence for EU development policy should be 

identified at both the EU and developing country levels. Research should take into due account the 

cooperation on science and innovation for development pursued under the FP7 International 

Cooperation programme. 

The participation of international partners in proposals submitted to this call is encouraged.  

The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of between EUR 1.5 

and 2.5 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this 

does not preclude submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.  

Expected impact:Research on policy coherence for development in the European Union is expected 

to significantly advance the understanding of the bases for effective EU development policy and of 

the successful integration of developmental concerns into other EU policy areas. The development of 

a methodology for measuring costs and benefits of such coherence will, moreover, allow for 

identifying baselines, indicators and/or assessment criteria and targets for a continuous monitoring 

of PCD progress in EU policies in the medium and long term. Research will also lead to policy 
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relevant insights, most importantly the identification of policy options on how the EU can enhance 

the effectiveness of its combined development and non-development policies so as to ensure 

greater impacts. Findings for the EU could be extrapolated to other developm ent actors, such as the 

OECD, and could thus feed a global debate on the notion of policy coherence for development.  

Type of action:Research and innovation actions 

The conditions for this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the General Annexe s. 

INT-5-2015: RETHINKING THE EUROPEAN UNION CRISIS RESPONSE MECHANISM IN LIGHT OF RECENT 

CONFLICTS 

Specific Challenge:In recent years, the European Union or its members have, on several occasions, 

intervened in third countries to give support for conflict  resolution or to counter destabilisation or 

other security threats. In general terms, such interventions can happen in different ways, such as 

military operations, intelligence cooperation, military training or humanitarian logistical support.  

In the European Union, the Treaty of Lisbon foresees different response mechanisms, which can be 

targeted to the specific crisis it intends to tackle. They include joint disarmament operations, 

humanitarian and rescue tasks, military advice and assistance tasks, conf lict prevention and peace-

keeping tasks, tasks of combat forces in crisis management, including peace-making and post-

conflict stabilisation. Such operations, however, have an impact both on the perception of the EU in 

third countries as well as on the international political and economic relations. 

Scope:Research should analyse the crisis response mechanisms in the EU and the policies 

accompanying their use and investigate the Union's capacity to take decisions and to respond 

efficiently with a common voice, if needed. This should focus on the EU's joint military and civilian 

capabilities, evaluate progress made in this field as well as identify future needs in view of further 

strengthening EU capacities. In particular, the motivations and actor constellations behind such 

interventions need to be assessed as well as the consequences and limits of such actions.  

The role and the influence of other international organisations such as NATO and the UN Security 

Council need to be analysed in the context of the interactions and synergies between these 

organisations and the EU. An analysis of the position of the BRICS on intervention could also help to 

contextualize the position of the EU as a global actor in crisis scenarios. Finally, research could 

investigate the situation in third countries after the EU or its members have withdrawn their military 

forces or other forms of support (e.g. in Iraq, Afghanistan).  

The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of between EUR 1.5 

and 2.5 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this 

does not preclude submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.  

Expected impact:Research is expected to advance theoretical and practical knowledge on EU’s 

response mechanisms and their effectiveness and thus to contribute to strengthening its military 

and civilian capacities for anticipating crisis situations, as well as defining and promoting EU 

positions in terms of instruments of analysis, diplomacy and response mechanisms. By analysing and 

comparing the role of the EU and other international organisations in crisis situations, it will 

contribute to a better understanding of the EU’s role as global actor and its implications.  

Type of action:Research and innovation actions 

The conditions for this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the General Annexes.  
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INT-11-2015: EUROPEAN CULTURAL AND SCIENCE DIPLOMACY: EXPLOITING THE POTENTIAL OF CULTURE 

AND SCIENCE IN THE EU’S EXTERNAL RELATIONS 

Specific Challenge:At a time when other major global players, such as China or South Korea, are 

stepping up their public diplomacy efforts around cultural issues, including science and education, 

cultural diplomacy becomes also an emerging interest in the European Union. A number of recent 

initiatives have been launched by the European Commission and the European Parliament to 

reinforce the link between EU foreign and cultural policies. The Commission's "European Agenda for 

Culture in a Globalising World" has led to the establishment of a Member States' expert group on 

culture and external relations (taking China as a test case), which has delivered a report with 

recommendations. Following its 2011 resolution on “Cultural dimensions of EU external actions”, th e 

European Parliament has launched a Preparatory Action on culture in external relations, 

implemented by the Commission. These initiatives are based on the assumption that European 

cultural heritage and the long-standing experience with protecting it, as well as European science, 

need to be promoted, and therefore included in a broader global strategy.  

Effective and coherent EU cultural and science diplomacy cannot only be a major means of 

furthering inter-cultural dialogues with third countries and regions, but it can also help in promoting 

trade in (cultural) goods and services to and from the EU. Moreover, it provides a significant tool for 

projecting Europe's immensely rich and diverse cultural heritage to the world and of allowing the EU 

to contribute to the global governance of culture and science. 

Inversely, cultural and scientific exchanges can also contribute to facilitating diplomatic relations.  

Scope:Research should analyse and compare in depth EU and EU Member States’ bi - and multilateral 

cultural relations with major third countries and regions in EU's neighbourhood and beyond, as well 

as international organizations. It should emphasize the institutional setup, processes and contents of 

the EU's external cultural activities and how cultural issues are embedded into its external relations 

more generally. As part of this exercise, science and technology cooperation - as significant 

complement of cultural diplomacy - should explicitly be examined. The role of the Council of Europe 

and the multilateral dimensions of global cultural relations within UNESCO should equally be 

investigated. 

Special attention should be paid to the role of non-governmental and private sector organisations as 

well as cooperation of cultural professionals and scientists. Research could compare the EU and its 

Member States with other major, and often very active global players (e.g. the US, China or South 

Korea). The broader social, political and economic developments that EU diplomatic activities in the 

cultural and scientific domain are embedded into should be accounted for when researching this 

issue. 

The participation of international partners in proposals submitted to this call is encouraged.  

The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of be tween EUR 1.5 

and 2.5 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this 

does not preclude submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.  

Expected impact:Research that will look into the evolutionary nature of multiple cultural ties 

between Europe and specific countries and world regions, also from a historical perspective, is 

expected to furnish a critical overview of the existing EU and Member State external cultural and 

science policies. It will explore incentives for joint action and reveal possibilities for achieving 

synergies and coordination. It will highlight best practices and effective cooperation, but also 
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inconsistences and shortcomings in political and economic terms. The findings will contribute to a 

better understanding of the potential for and challenges facing European Union cultural and 

scientific diplomacy and the embedding of culture into its external relations more widely. They will 

allow for drawing policy implications on the set-up, the role of different EU institutions and services 

in, as well as the contents and processes of such diplomacy. 

Type of action:Research and innovation actions 

The conditions for this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the General Annexe s. 

GARRI.6.2014 - REDUCING THE RISK OF EXPORTING NON ETHICAL PRACTICES TO THIRD COUNTRIES 

Specific Challenge:Taking into account the progressive globalisation of research activities, there is a 

rising risk of research with sensitive ethical issues being conducted by European organisations 

outside the EU without proper compliance structures and follow-up. The risk of ethics dumping - the 

exportation of research practices that would not be accepted in Europe on ethical grounds - and the 

mechanisms to mitigate this risk shall be actively addressed. 

Scope:The primary objective of this action is to address the risk of dumping for public and private 

research by promoting an active collaboration between European, national and international ethics 

bodies. The proposals shall involve different actors: ethics bodies, funding organisations, 

governmental actors, and Civil Society Organisations representing the interests of the local 

populations. Cooperation shall build up at multiple levels: within the EU, between the EU  and other 

high-income countries, between highincome countries and low-income countries where the risks of 

dumping is higher. Activities shall be based on case studies involving local structures, avoiding 

gender bias, in countries where the research takes place and impacts population. Good practices 

shall be identified, with a view to elaborate an operational code of conduct for all actors concerned.  

The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of the order of EUR 

2 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this does 

not preclude submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.  

Expected impact:This action will reduce the risks of ethics dumping in research and improve the 

adherence to high ethical standards in areas of the world where it is needed. As a consequence, 

research carried out outside the EU will be compliant and consistent with EU-based research and 

acceptable and exploitable in the EU. In the medium term, due to active collaboration on multiple 

levels and the sharing of good practices, research practices of research institutions outside the EU 

will be impacted and ameliorated. In the long term, highest ethical standards will spread globally, 

thus creating a level playing field and a clear structure of incentives for research competitiveness.  

Type of action:Coordination and Support Actions. 

The conditions related to this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the General Annexes  

SEAC.2.2014 - RESPONSIBLE RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN HIGHER EDUCATION CURRICULA 

Specific Challenge:This topic will raise the importance and uptake of Responsible Research and 

Innovation (RRI) in Europe and beyond, via the design, production and dissemination of educational  

material and curricula for use by Higher Education Institutions and other higher education 

establishments, and their incorporation into educational programmes for science and engineering 

studies. The embedding of RRI in curricula will help Higher Educatio n Institutions to shape more 
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responsible and responsive researchers, able to better frame their research in a societal context, 

necessary for tackling societal challenges more effectively and in a more transdisciplinary manner.  

Scope:The action assists the development of openly available curricula that embed all five RRI keys 

(societal engagement, gender equality and gender in research and innovation content, open access, 

science education and ethics), in a comprehensive approach for students, teachers, pro fessional 

trainers and academic staff of Higher Education Institutions and other higher education 

establishments. Inspiration and good practices should be drawn from both the EU and third 

countries. Higher Education Institutions, other higher education establishments, research 

organisations and relevant institutions, as well as associations thereof, such as national science 

academies, and civil society organizations (CSOs), Science Museums and Science Centres should work 

together to explore the state of the art and develop a comprehensive methodological approach for 

RRI curricula. The creation of partnerships to this end would be an asset. The proposals shall provide 

ways for the testing, dissemination and widespread uptake of course material by academia in Europe 

and elsewhere. Ideally, both curricula and practical case-studies, theoretical and practical exercises, 

also embedding policy relevance, should be made easily and freely accessible on-line using the latest 

multimedia support. They shall benefit stakeholders, including business and industry, beyond 

participants in several educational systems in Europe; materials/results shall be equally relevant to 

other countries. The proposals shall identify the choice of the countries be based on transparent, 

appropriate criteria. An International Cooperation dimension is essential. A link shall be established 

with RRI Tools – a project to foster Responsible Research and Innovation for Society, with Society; 

links shall also be made with the education experts of the project’s Advisory Board. Moreover, 

working on making a link – where applicable – with the cooperation and partnerships pillar of 

Erasmus+ programme is welcome. 

The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of between EUR 1  

and 1.5 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this 

does not preclude submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.  

Expected impact:Activities will enhance Higher Education Institutions and higher education 

establishments' social involvement and their role with and for society throughthe five RRI keys. It 

will provide future researchers and innovators with tools, skills and qualifications that facilitate and 

ensure engagement with society and ethical working methods. Commission action will position EU 

Higher Education Institutions (HEI) at a competitive advantage vis-a-vis their global partners. In the 

medium term, it will leverage complementary activities at regional and Member States level . It will 

kick start global debate on the setting of standards for the incorporation of RRI in Higher Education 

curricula. In the long term, seeding RRI principles at the earliest possible stage will reduce the 

training costs for Member States, and increase the social benefit and social relevance of European 

R&I. 

Type of action:Coordination and Support Actions. 

The conditions related to this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the General Annexes  

THEMATIC RELEVANCE 

ICT 10 – 2015: COLLECTIVE AWARENESS PLATFORMS FOR SUSTAINABILITY AND SOCIAL INNOVATION 

Specific Challenge:The challenge is to harness the collaborative power of ICT networks (networks of 

people, of knowledge, of sensors) to create collective and individual awareness about the multipl e 
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sustainability threats which our society is facing nowadays at social, environmental and political 

levels. The resulting collective intelligence will lead to betterinformed decision-making processes 

and empower citizens, through participation and interaction, to adopt more sustainable individual 

and collective behaviours and lifestyles. The challenge includes the deployment at larger scales of 

digital social platforms for multidisciplinary groups developing innovative solutions to societal 

challenges. 

Scope: 

a) Collective awareness pilots for bottom-up participatory innovation paradigms 

Proposals are expected to develop and test pilot solutions to clearly defined sustainability 

challenges by harnessing 'network effects', leveraging on innovative combinations  of 

distributed social networks, sensor networks and knowledge co-creation networks. Such 

scalable experiments and prototypes are expected to gain evidence and better understanding 

on the processes about collective awareness. 

These pilots should be grounded on recent developments in open data, open source, 

distributed social networking and open hardware. Pilots must seize the full potential of 

existing mobile communications, integration of networks and online collaboration and can 

make use of innovative integrated mobile sensing devices to create collective awareness of 

risks and opportunities. They can pioneer crowdsourcing/crowdfunding solutions and new 

mechanisms for social innovation whose expected return goes beyond GDP measures and 

traditional success indicators14. 

Pilots should be user-driven, involving existing communities of people, and possibly 

addressing a combination of sustainability areas. Participants should include not only 

industry and academia but also local communities, grassroots activists , hackers, social 

entrepreneurs, students, citizens, creative industries and civil society organisations.  

Consortia are expected to be multidisciplinary in nature: participation of at least two entities 

from domains different than ICT technologies (e.g. social sciences, psychology, economy, art, 

etc.) is required. 

Given their piloting nature, proposals are expected to be rather compact and small, even 

though projects including technology development and/or integration may require larger 

investments. 

b) Multidisciplinary research on collective awareness platforms (Internet Science)  

Multidisciplinary research and development proposals will provide a better understanding of 

the obstacles and opportunities which are fundamental to the development of collective 

awareness platforms. 

Areas of research include but are not limited to the motivations and incentives for online 

collaboration, the impact of extended awareness and peer pressure in driving more 

sustainable behaviours, defining online reputation mechanisms, and facilitating policy and 

technological developments addressing identity, anonymity, ethics, (user -centric) privacy 

preservation, monitoring of network neutrality, non-discriminatory access, collective 

governance (including Internet governance), new economic and value creation models 

beyond GDP, quality requirements for user-generated knowledge, visualisation of social 

interactions and trends. 

Attention should also be paid on how to manage online communities in smart manners, in 

order to extract a "wisdom of the crowds" which appropriately takes into account the 

individual knowledgeability in specific fields. 

Consortia are required to include at least two entities from domains different than ICT 

technologies. 
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c) Digital Social Platforms (DSP) 

Digital Social Platforms will facilitate the transposition of existing or emerging participative 

and inclusive societal solutions to larger transnational scales through:  

 engagement of additional stakeholders so far excluded from the innovation process 

(removing barriers for users at risk of exclusion and for those who consider themselves 

unsuited for participation), 

 creation of concrete incentives for cooperation across countries and across domains, 

and 

 raising awareness, at societal, political and technological levels, about  the effectiveness 

and best practices of such solutions. 

They can build on established and open multi-stakeholder networks and communities, such 

as European Innovation Partnerships, and apply a suitable ICT-enabled cooperative 

environment to support their expansion and governance, accelerating knowledge creation 

and innovation. Work should address bottom up innovation activities.  

Proposals must address critical factors for successful demand-driven societal innovation, 

including new collaborative business models across established disciplines and borders. 

Findings should be transferable and scalable to other communities in different domains and 

societal challenges. 

d) Coordinating pilots and research activities in CAPs 

The aim is to support and coordinate experimental and scientific activities in this field, to 

compare approaches and distil best practices, involving and networking stakeholders from a 

rich variety of application areas and disciplines, and bridging real world community driven 

pilots of digital social platforms with multidisciplinary research (e.g. Internet Science).  

 

Expected impact: 

At innovation level: 

• Demonstration of the effectiveness, compared to existing solutions, of new bottom -

up, open and distributed approaches exploiting network effects.  

• Pioneering new promising models of participatory innovation based on open 

software, open data and open hardware. 

• Capability to reach a critical mass and to transpose the proposed approach to other 

application areas related to sustainability. 

• Effective involvement of citizens and relevant (and new) actors, as well as 

establishment of durable interdisciplinary collaborations in concrete application areas 

related to sustainability. Qualitative and quantitative indicators should be made 

available. 

• (mostly for objective c:) Definition of new concepts and models for the development 

of digital social platforms, as well as their applicability to societal challenges and 

deeper understanding of social innovation processes. 

At scientific level: 

• Evidence based understanding of the techno-social issues related to key aspects of 

the networked society; this impact can be amplified by the public availability of 

(privacy respecting) data collected in field trials organised by the pilots;  

 

At societal/social innovation level: 

• Demonstrating how collaborative concepts based on the Internet can offer solutions 

to societal and sustainability challenges, by making use of commons, collective 
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problem solving, knowledge sharing, collaborative journalism, social exchange and 

community-wide participation at local and global scale. 

• Achieving in the longer term the active citizen participation in decision making, 

collective governance (including global Internet governance), new democracy models 

self-regulation, new business and economic models. Collective awareness research is 

expected to demonstrate scalability, reusability of results and general applicability of 

proposed solutions at local or regional level. 

• (only for objective c:) Transferability and scalability of the digital social platforms 

model, as well as of the services developed, to enlarged communities across borders: 

assessment of potential for replication, recommendations for effective scaling -up of 

social innovation activities. 

• Measurable improvement in cooperation among citizens, researchers, public 

authorities, private companies, non-profit, non-governmental and any other civil 

society organisation in the development of new sustainable and collaborative 

consumption patterns, new lifestyles, and innovative product and service creation 

and information delivery. 

Type of action: 

a) Research & Innovation Actions – The Commission considers that proposals requesting a 

contribution from the EU between EUR 0.5 million and EUR 2 million would allow this specific 

challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and 

selection of proposals requesting other amounts. 

b) Research & Innovation Actions – Proposals requesting a Small contribution are expected 

c) Research & Innovation Actions – Proposals requesting a Small contribution are expected 

d) Coordination and Support Actions 

The conditions related to this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the General Annexes.  

GERI.2.2014 - IMPACT OF GENDER DIVERSITY ON RESEARCH & INNOVATION 

Specific Challenge:Some studies have explored in specific fields (e.g. ICT) and countries the impact 

of gender diversity on innovation in terms of productivity, performance and relevance to society 

(e.g. number of publications and of patents, market shares). However gender diversi ty in teams and 

organisations has not yet been systematically analysed. 

Scope:The proposals shall develop concepts and methodologies for the evaluation of the impacts of 

gender diversity in research teams and organisations on research quality and productiv ity, as well as 

on innovation; apply the concepts and methodologies developed to a selected range of sectors using 

a comparative approach across countries. 

The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of the order of EUR 

1 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this does 

not preclude submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.  

Expected impact:The research will provide a better understanding of the relationship between 

gender diversity and Research and Innovation performance. In the medium term, it shall help 

develop appropriate conditions for to contribute to research intensity and productivity.  

Type of action:Research and Innovation Actions. 

The conditions related to this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the General Annexes  
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ISSI.1.2014.2015 - PAN-EUROPEAN PUBLIC OUTREACH: EXHIBITIONS AND SCIENCE CAFÉS ENGAGING 

CITIZENS IN SCIENCE 

Specific Challenge:This topic will organise public outreach exhibitions and participatory events 

throughout the whole of Europe to engage citizens in science, drawing on the experience and 

capacity of science museums, Higher Education Institutions, science shops, scientific centres of 

excellence and innovation hubs, cities of scientific culture (e.g. building on the Seventh Framework 

programme PLACES initiative), but also grass root Do It Yourself (DiY) creative re -use communities 

(like movements, etc.), secondary schools, higher education centres, Non-Governmental 

Organisations (NGOs) and civil society organizations, local public authorities and other relevant 

stakeholders. The topic will take-up and further develop the information and training material 

produced by the RRI Toolkit developed by the Seventh Framework Programme project RRI Toolkit. 

Scope:Exhibitions and participatory events shall be interactive and adapted to local/regional 

conditions (i.e.: use of relevant case-studies) and shall take place in the local languages. Exhibits 

shall provide material for dissemination and make use of existing multimedia and other relevant 

technology (e.g.: social media, virtual reality, scenarios, gaming, etc.) and shall employ inclusive 

participatory techniques to engage with multiple publics (children, youth, women, adults, and other 

relevant stakeholders). Alongside the exhibitions, the proposals shall also establish regular 'science 

cafés' in informal settings, during which emerging science and technology issues and their 

Responsible Research and Innovation dimension (e.g. debating the pros and cons of shale gas 

extraction, personalised medicine, energy mix, disaster risk management etc.) can be debated, 

engaging citizens and other relevant experts and local actors. Public feedback of exhibits and the 

outcomes of deliberations shall be collected and analysed in a structured  way, to guide an internal 

learning process and provide policy support. 

The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of between EUR 3 

and 3.5 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Noneth eless, this 

does not preclude submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.  

Expected impact:In the short term, this action will increase public awareness of science and of 

Responsible Research and Innovation. In the medium term, it will build capacity of local science 

actors and public authorities to engage with citizens on science and innovation, leading to more 

public engagement activities after the end of the project. Equally, it will directly encourage more 

citizens, including women, to participate in science. It will encourage user-led and frugal innovation, 

and mobilise social resources in the knowledge transfer of ideas - from social imagination to 

practical implementation. In the long term, it will channel to policy makers at different levels 

external advice and societal inputs regarding appropriate R&I policies (as per Art. 12 and 14 of the 

H2020 Regulation). 

Type of action:Coordination and Support Actions. 

The conditions related to this topic are provided at the end of this call and in the General Annexes 


