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1. Summary 

This document summarize the scopes of the EMEG (Euro-Mediterranean Expert Group), its roles 

and composition. 

EMEG has a pivotal role in the Work Package 2 “Societal challenges to reinforce the frame of 

cooperation”, acting as the “think tank” of the EU-FP7 funded project MEDSPRING (Mediterranean 

Science, Policy, Research and Innovation Gateway).  

Experts from the MPC and the EU that compose EMEG will realize a comprehensive analysis 

(taking into account mutual interactions, problems and needs, niches and thematic topics, best 

practices) in relation to the selected three societal challenges: Scarcity of resources, Energy and 

High Quality Affordable Food.  

Such analysis is needed to support comprehensive knowledge building, implementation of joint 

activities, identify new market domain and innovative research policies/programmes, promote 

synergies between public and private sector, enhance innovation and research results 

dissemination. 

The three groups are composed by an almost balanced number of experts (more than 15 per 

group), chaired by 1-2 person acting also as coordinators for horizontal issues. 

The experts group will provide recommendations to research actors, research decision/policy-

makers and stakeholders from the Mediterranean Partner Countries, EU Member States and 

Associated Countries and to the Euro-Med research agenda, particularly the upcoming EU 

research programme “Horizon 2020”.  
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2. Background and EMEG objectives 

The MEDSPRING project is a 4 years bi-regional cooperation platform financed by the European 

Commission (DG Research and Innovation) under the 7th Framework Programme. 

The project aims at reinforcing the Euro-Mediterranean Cooperation on Research and Innovation 

in relation to three relevant societal challenges of the Mediterranean region: Resource efficiency 

(particularly Water), High Quality Affordable Food and Energy (particularly renewable energies). 

Among others, an important activity or task of the project is EMEG (Euro-Mediterranean Expert 

Group), which acts as a project “think tank” on the three above challenges with the aim of providing 

recommendations and inputs for actions to the European Commission (particularly in relation to the 

upcoming European Research and Innovation Programme “Horizon 2020”). 

EMEG provides feedback and inputs for the implementation of other MEDSPRING activities, like 

for example networking and brokerage on research cooperation and innovation, Euro-

Mediterranean joint programming, identification of needs for capacity building, feed dialogue with 

the civil society. 

EMEG structure and governance 

Structure 

EMEG is based on more than 45 experts, divided in three sub-thematic groups of more or less the 

same number: 

 EMEG sub-group “Water”  

 EMEG sub-group “Food”  

 EMEG sub-group “Energy”.  

Each sub-group has to ensure a comprehensive, multidiscipline and holistic approach to the 

thematic challenge under its responsibility. Therefore, each sub-group is composed by experts of 

different background, to ensure comprehensive and holistic analysis of societal challenges.  

EMEG experts are coming from both Member States and Mediterranean Partner Countries (MPC), 

representing different interests and stakes, from research and innovation to policy, private 

enterprise, society, gender. 

Governance 

EMEG is an operational body of the MEDSPRING project embedded in project Work Package 2.  

Work Package 2 is led by CIHEAM-Bari (Centre International De Hautes Études Agronomiques 

Méditerranéennes, Bari, Italy), and co-led by FCT (Fundacao para a Ciencia e a Tecnologia from 

Portugal), TESR (Tunisian Ministry of Research and Higher Education) and ISERD (Israeli Industry 

Center for Research and Development). 

CIHEAM-Bari is responsible for the overall EMEG coordination. The three EMEG sub-groups are 

under the responsibility of following MEDSPRING partners: 

 Sub-group “Water”: CIHEAM-Bari, ISERD 

 Sub-group “Food”: TESR 

 Sub-group “Energy”: FCT. 

 

The coordinators or chair persons of EMEG groups are: 

 EMEG sub-group Water: Nicola Lamaddalena (CIHEAM-Bari) 

 EMEG sub-group Food: Moez Jebara (TESR) 

 EMEG sub-group Energy: Jose Bonfim (FCT) 
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The chair persons work together with the MEDSPRING coordinator (C. Bogliotti, CIHEAM-Bari) to 

ensure timely delivery and overall EMEG coherence. 

Method of work 

Themes and areas to be addressed 

EMEG carries out activities of stocktaking, assessment and analysis on Water, Food and Energy.  

For each major theme, emphasis will be given to: 

 Water: managing water scarcity, water use efficiency, water saving, use of non-
conventional water, water quality, water management, water governance. 

 Food: food security and safety, biodiversities, health, fisheries and aquaculture, food-chain 
in pre to post-harvesting. 

 Energy: energy efficiency, solar energy, photovoltaic, wind, bio-energy, applications; 

 Horizontal issues will also be addressed: socio-economic factors, demographic change, 
climate variability, governance, gender and links among water, food and energy. 

Each EMEG sub-group of experts – for the theme under their responsibility – will address to the 

following three main tasks:  

 Task 1: Stocktaking of research results (from existing / ongoing regional research projects, 
programmes or relevant actions) and preparing recommendation to EU and research 
organisations, with the aim of facilitating uptake of research results in new research actions 
and programmes and enhancing a real impact to the main thematic challenges.  

 Task 2: Stocktaking of research policies in the Euro-Mediterranean region, policy dialogue, 
policy needs and preparing recommendation for policy development and uptake. 

 Task 3: Developing an holistic view of societal challenges to enhance a logical and feasible 
integrated approach 

Task 1 is the first task to be undertaken by EMEG.  It will start April 2013 and last November 2013 

with the delivery of a report.  A rationale has been prepared, including methodological details, and 

is available to EMEG experts.  

Duties and mandate of EMEG 

EMEG lasts four years, 1 February 2013 - 31 January 2017, following the whole time span of 

MEDSPRING.  

The following expert activities are to be carried out by the experts to accomplish each of the above 

tasks: 

 Participation to sub-group face-to-face technical meetings (1 day meeting), for a maximum 
number of 3 meetings (one meeting per task). Experts could also be mobilized in the face-
to-face meetings on demand, considering the type of expertise/s needed for the occasion.  
Face-to-face meeting will be held to discuss and agree on task common activities, thematic 
issues, organization of sub-group delivering and reporting.  

 Stocktaking and analysis (details are provided in the rationale prepared by the coordinating 
team before starting each task). 

 Participation to one face-to-face plenary EMEG meeting, with the aim of ensuring 
coherence and links among the sub-groups. 

 Prepare the face-to-face meetings: desk-home analysis, presentations, relevant document 
feeding the agenda of the meetings. 

 Contributing to the delivery of task report.  Each expert will share the preparation of the 
report by contributing to one or more paragraphs. Distribution of paragraphs among experts 
will be discussed and agreed with the co-chair. 

 Participate in the tele-work / conferencing with the other experts. Tele-meeting will be called 
and organized by coordination team or sub-group chair persons and will have 
organizational purpose. 
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The total time efforts dedicated by each expert is estimated in the order of 90 days (3 months / 

expert) for the all EMEG duration. A tentative breakdown of experts’ efforts for the different 

activities is given in Table 1. 

Table 1 – Estimated breakdown of expert efforts 

EMEG activities vs. expert efforts 
n. of days / 

expert 
Months / 

expert 

N. face-to-face meetings 4  

n. of days/meeting (with travelling) 4  

Total days spent for EMEG meetings 16  

N. online meetings 9  

n. days/online meetings 1  

Total days spent for online meetings (small groups of experts) 9  

N. of reports 3  

N. days efforts/reports 7  

Total days spent for reports 21  

Homework: Meetings preparation, analysis, review 36  

N. of Stakeholders Workshops 2  

N. of days/stakeholders workshops (with travelling) 4  

Total days spent for workshops 8  

Total  90 3 

 

The chair-person, with the support of the MEDSPRING coordinator and EMEG leaders (CIHEAM, 

TESR, ISERD, FCT), will: 

 Call and organize the face-to-face meetings 

 Call and coordinate tele-work/tele-conferencing among groups of experts 

 Prepare the task rationale, including detailed report format and structure  

 Ensure coherence and coordination with the other sub-groups 

 Organise and share activities among experts 

 Ensure links with the other MEDSPRING activities 

 Ensure delivery of final report for each task 

 Ensure a balance participation and contribution by experts, accounting the needs for both 
thematic / technical inputs and horizontal issues (socio-economic, gender, market, climate, 
governance, etc.).   

Access to information and knowledge management 

Each expert will have an access to the project repository, including the former inconet MIRA 
repository. An info-base will be accessible by the experts at www.medspring.eu and/or ad-hoc 
EMEG dropbox. 

EMEG Sub-groups composition 

Each EMEG sub-group is composed of:  

 Thematic experts 

 Socio-economic experts 

 Policy/governance experts (research policy and theme related policy/governance)  

 Planners and decision makers. 

http://www.medspring.eu/
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 Experts on global changes (climate, demographic changes) 

 Gender expert  

 Innovation expert 

 Representatives of SMEs  

 

Work plan of first 12 months 

The first 12 months experts’ activities are shown in Table 2. 

 

Table 2 – EMEG GANTT 12 months 

 APR 
2013 

MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
JAN 
2014 

Preparation of 
Meeting 
activities, on-
line open 
consultation 

          

Experts 
homework 

          

possible on-
line meetings 
with experts 

 15         

Lisbon 
meeting 

  20-21        

Analysis and 
reporting 

          

possible on-
line meetings 
with experts 

     15     

Draft final 
report 

      15    

Final report        
1st 

week 
  

Preparation of 
Task 2 
“Policies” 

          

Participation 
in 
Stakeholders 
workshop 

         
Last 
week 
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3. Euro Mediterranean Experts Group (EMEG): list of participants 

 
EMEG Water EMEG Food EMEG Energy 

EMEG Coordination 
(WP Leaders) 

CIHEAM-Bari 

Nicola Lamaddalena 
(IT, male, water 

expert); 

Ayman Rabi (PA, 
male, water expert); 

Juan Antonio 
Sagardoy (ES, male, 

gender expert) 

Roberto Capone (IT, 
male, agronomist) 

Hamid El Bilali 
(MAR, male, food 

policies) 

Soukeine Bouraui 
(TUN, female, gender 

expert) 

Yassen Taher (SYR, 
male, IPM) 

Carine Baraudi 
(LEB, female, young 

entrepreneur) 
EMEG horizontal 

coordination:  

C. Bogliotti and C. 
Morini 

Water Group 
Chairman: 

N. Lamaddalena 

MHESR 
(Egypt) 

 

Yehia El-Samragy 
(EGY, male, Quality & 
Food Safety Systems 

expert) 

  

CSIC (Spain) 
Joan Grimalt (ES, 
male, water expert) 

Pere Puigdomenech 
(ES, male, 

biotechnology expert) 

  
IRD/CNRS 
(France) 

Bruno Romagny 
(FR, male, water 

expert)    

 
DLR 
(Germany) 

 

Ewald Schnug (DE, 
male, agriculture/ 

agronomic systems) 

  
CNR (Italy) 

Federica Rossi (IT, 
female, water expert) 

Mauro Gamboni (IT, 
male, food expert) 

  

MCST (Malta) 
Ian Gauci Borda 

(MT, male, policy and 
planning)  

Alexandra Camilleri 
(MT, female, policy 

expert) 

 

FCT 
(Portugal) 

Anabela Carvalho 
(PT, female, 

environmental 
resources) 

Maria João 
Fernandes (PT, 

female, food expert) 

Jose Bonfim (PT, 
male, policy expert) 

Eduardo Maldonado 
(PT, male, energy 

expert) 

EMEG horizontal 
coordination:  

J. Bonfim 

Energy Group 
Chairman: 

J. Bonfim 

CREF-CyI 
(Cyprus) 

Adriana Bruggeman 
(NL, female, 
hydrologist)  

Nestor Fylaktos (CY, 
male, energy expert) 

 
TUBITAK 
(Turkey) 

 

Halil Ibrahim Atabay 
(TR, male, food 

expert) 

 

 
MESRSFC 
(Morocco) 

Mohamed Sinan 
(MAR, male, water 

expert)  
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EMEG Water EMEG Food EMEG Energy 

EMEG Coordination 
(WP Leaders) 

DGRSDT 

(Algeria)   

Sifeddine Labed 
(DZ, male, 

Renewable Energies) 

 

TESR 
(Tunisia) 

 

Ahmed Mliki (TN, 
male, Food expert) 

Moez Jebara (TN, 
male, Biotechnology 

expert) 

AmenAllah Guizani 
(TN, male, energy 

expert) 

EMEG horizontal 
coordination:  

M. Jebara 

Food Group 
Chairman: 

M. Jebara 

HCST 
(Jordan) 

Muhammad Saidam 
(JOR, male, Water 

Resources)  

Salah Azzam (JOR, 
male, energy expert) 

 

ISERD (Israel) 
Yossi Yaacoby (IS, 
male, water expert) 

Yuval Eshdat (IS, 
male, food expert) 

 EMEG horizontal 
coordination:  

M. Shaton 

UNIMED 
(Italy) 

  

Imad Ibrik (PA, male, 
energy expert) 

 

IAV (Morocco) 
Said Ouattar (MAR, 

male, agricultural 
water expert) 

Sanaa Zebakh (MAR, 
Female, policy expert) 

  

AUREC 
(Egypt) 

  

Abdelwahab 
Kassem (EGY, male, 

renewable energy) 
Ahmed Torky 

Ahmed Jailany 
(EGY, male, 

renewable energy) 

 

CERTE 
(Tunisia) 

Latifa Bousselmi 
(TUN, female, water 

and environment) 

Ghrabi Ahmed (TUN, 
male, Wastewater 

Treatment) 

 

  

AQU 
(Palestine) 

 

Rafik Karaman (PA, 
male, bio-organic 

expert)  

Khuloud J. Khayyat 
Dajani (PA, female, 

bio-food) 

  

SEKEM 
(Egypt) 

Rasha M. S. El-
Kholy (EGY, female, 
water management 

expert) 

Kyriaki 
Papageorgiou (CY, 

female, social 
sciences) 
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EMEG Water EMEG Food EMEG Energy 

EMEG Coordination 
(WP Leaders) 

Experts 
supported by 
external 
organisations 

Alessandra Sensi 
(IT, female, water 
policy & planning) 

(UfM) 

Miquel Rovira (ES, 
male, water 

governance) (CTM) 

Alessandro Stefani 
(IT, male, Health and 
nutrition) (UNIPisa) 

Eduardo Cuoco (IT, 
male, organic 

farming) 

Claude Ayache (FR, 
male,engineer-

economist ) 

Rym Ayadi (TUN, 
female, socio-

economic expert) 

Oriol Solà (ES, male, 
energy policy & 
planning) (UfM) 

 Total experts 18 19 15 52 
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4. Conclusions 

 The EMEG group appear to be well balanced in terms of number of expert covering all the 

thematic groups. 

 In addition to experts nominated by MEDSPRING partners, 6 experts financially supported 

by external organizations (Union for the Mediterranean, University of Pisa, CTM and others) 

will take part in EMEG. 

 From the preliminary analysis of experts’ curricula appear that the average quality / 

professional level of experts is very good. 

 Good north-south balance in all three groups (Water: 55% MS, 45% MPC; Food: 42% MS, 

58% MPC; Energy: 50% MS, 50% MPC). 

 Private sector participation is still weak even if there is the possibility to invite potential 

investors  

 Weak gender participation in all three groups (Water: 30 %; Food: 30%; Energy: 20 %).  

 In order to solve both the last two points the MEDSPRING Coordination Team agree to 

keep EMEG open. 
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