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Summary 

 

In the frame of the MedSpring project, the IMC-CPMR launched in 2014 a specific survey to establish a 
comprehensive state-of-the-art of regional bilateral cooperation agreements and projects between 
regional authorities and Mediterranean Partners‘ Countries in the Mediterranean area. The following 
study was conducted via a methodology including on-line questionnaires, ad-hoc interviews and based 
on the outcomes of a MedSpring debate session in the frame of the IMC-CPMR General Assembly that 
took place in Venice (Italy) in June 2014. Experiences from 6 Mediterranean countries, gathering a total 
of 33 projects were examined during the analysis which were further reflected in the MedSpring debate 
session.  
 
The first observation describes the main reasons behind the elaboration of specific bilateral cooperation 
agreements and projects and where the roots of North-South Mediterranean cooperation is laying. This 
can be due to some historical, cultural, educational or economic reasons. The multi-stakeholders 
‗partnerships approach as well as the key role of the regions is also underlined.  
 
A second part analyses the governance issue, and in particular stresses the decentralization process as 
a factor of easing the collaboration and the setting-up of cooperation initiatives. It tends to demonstrate 
what can be the most effective cooperation dynamics through some examples of the state-of-the art 
analysis. The key roles of EU programmes as a major asset in the development of North-South bilateral 
cooperation in the Mediterranean is also addressed. The most important themes are underlined into sub-
thematic observations towards a macroregional approach. The study takes into account the bilateral 
agreements and projects in line with the MedSpring main topics, Water, Energy & Food, but also enables 
the development of some complementary observations on other topics such as on marine and maritime 
research representing high economic development potential. 
 
The idea of "cohesion" within the actions led in the frame of cooperation programmes in also explored in 
the analysis, with common objectives that are pursued by different regions. This aspect is also 
underlined in the commitment of several regions under the Bologna Charter for the sustainable 
development of Mediterranean coasts, which is further developed as a complement in the analysis.  
 
The concept of the Mediterranean macroregional strategy can also be push forward through a common 
willingness to develop STI initiatives in line with common objectives towards smart and inclusive growth 
and to foster the economic and social development of the Mediterranean area.  
 
The funding perspectives are also raised out in the analysis, pointing out the impact of EU co-funded 
projects. Some specific topics are essentially addressed through those EU financing instruments and 
other innovative financial mechanisms such as micro-finance, which could have a more prominent role to 
play.  
 
Through projects results capitalization and share of experiences, North/South Mediterranean 
cooperation can be boosted by taking into account the resources, the needs and the opportunities from 
both shores. 
 
The study presents some conclusive remarks as an open way of further reflections, opening some new 

perspectives and encouraging both at technical and institutional level the development of more 

initiatives.  A strong motivation was expressed by the regional authorities to further strengthen the 

bridges through cooperation as they are aware of the challenges that could be solved and the common 

benefits that could be created by joining forces in cooperation projects. A common and coherent 

strategy, with adequate funding means, applied to the overall sea basin would reinforce this willingness 

into concrete actions. Cooperation with the Southern shores of the Mediterranean area is not a 

development aid process but should promote the common interest and benefits as well as valorizing the 

common assets. 
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1. Introduction 

a) Context 

In April 2014, the Secretariat of the Intermediterranean Commission of the CPMR launched a survey to 

establish the state-of-the-art of the cooperation between the Intermediterranean Commission Regions 

and their counterparts from all the rims of the Mediterranean in different fields of interest for the 

development of the area (research and innovation, energy and climate change, water and waste 

management, culture and tourism, youth policies, maritime issues, transport, rural development, etc.). So 

far, this exercise has enabled the IMC-CPMR to identify relevant experiences as well as gaps and 

political needs from both sides of the Mediterranean area in order to foster an efficient cooperation in the 

framework of bilateral relations, on one hand the IMC-CPMR members‘ regions, on the other hand 

specific initiatives or frameworks such as  Platforma, the Euro-Med Partnership, and the 2014-2020EU 

programming period. 

This survey was launched in collaboration with the MedSpring project (7th Framework program) that aims 

at strengthening the links between actors of Science, Technology, Research and Innovation domains in 

the Mediterranean area. More specifically, the MedSpring project is supporting policy dialogue and 

action to provide suggestions to the EC in preparing the research and innovation agenda. Its main 

objective is to contribute to improving the quality of Research in the Mediterranean area by focusing on 

Innovation and Policy dialogue through cross-cutting issues such as Water, Food and Energy, which 

serve as a frame to the activities of the MedSpring platform. The project combines a partnership of 28 

partners from 17 countries. They have established an Agora through a social media platform, also known 

as the ―EMEG‖ think-tank composed by more than 45 experts working on proposals for an agenda to the 

EU Commission on the three above-mentioned main topics. The mission is also to facilitate a long term 

dialogue to see how to synergize from a financial point of view the programs from regional, national, and 

EU levels and with the Med partners‘ countries. The project has planned a series of inter-institutional 

dialogue events and capacity building events to be organized throughout its implementation.  

The results that follow will be useful to open debates with representatives of Regions, Mediterranean 

Partner Countries and EU institutions in order to discuss relevant inputs to be used towards an 

enhancement of STI cooperation in the Mediterranean. More specifically, they were further exposed and 

debated in the frame of the MedSpring project session that took place during the IMC-CPMR General 

Assembly of June 26-27, 2014. Moreover, on a more global note, these debates have been inscribed in 

the reflections led by Regional stakeholders in the frame of the Bologna Charter 2012, which presents a 

macro-project for the implementation of a common framework for strategic actions aimed at the 

protection and sustainable development of the Med coastal areas. 1 This Charter and its Joint Action 

Plan (JAP), for which references and further details have also been included in the present document, 

constitute other key elements in complement to the stock-taking exercise launched by the IMC-CPMR 

towards the enhancement of cooperation initiatives in the Med area. Indeed, the JAP of the Charter 

could also be used in complement to the objectives expressed by the MedSpring project with regards to 

enhancing STI cooperation in the Mediterranean since it aims at supporting Research, Innovation 

Clusters and Implementation of R&D initiatives that can be of relevance under the angle of Integrated 

Coastal Zone Management (ICZM, marine data, adaptation to climate change, erosion…). It thus 

underlines the need for an integrated macro-regional (and/or sea basin) approach for the promotion and 

implementation of cooperation dynamics in the Mediterranean, part of which, as Med regions have 

seemed to be increasingly aware of, should be dedicated to Research and Innovation. 

b) Note on the methodology 

In order to collect the most accurate information, this survey was divided into two on-line questionnaires, 

the first of which aimed at listing regional cooperation agreements and projects from general themes 

                                                      
1
 The Bologna Charter 2012 as well as its Joint Action Plan also come in attachment to this present document. 

http://www.platforma-dev.eu/
http://www.medspring.eu/
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(research and innovation, energy and climate change, water and waste management, culture and 

tourism, youth policies, maritime issues, transport, rural development, etc.), while the second one directly 

targeted STI cooperation projects.2 In the following results, only agreements and projects relevant to the 

MedSpring project themes were therefore included. 

The present results were taken from different sources, mostly from the stock-taking exercise that was 

launched by the IMC-CPMR since April 2014, but also from other existing sources and stock-taking 

contributions from the IMC Regions to the IMC Secretariat, complementary research, ad hoc 

conversations with representatives of the Regions, as well as the final document of the Bologna Charter 

2012 and its Joint Action Plan. Note that for relevance matters, the participants to the survey were asked 

not to include any agreements or projects that ended before 2005. All the results provided in this present 

document have been crossed between regional bilateral cooperation agreements and projects/initiatives 

happening within the frame of cross-border cooperation programs. For example, on a lesser extent, they 

include projects led in the frame of the European Neighborhood Policy Instrument (South). The results 

could also be contextualized in the general willingness for strengthening cooperation in the Med basin 

expressed by an increasing number of Med regions through ratifying the above mentioned Bologna 

Charter 2012. 

Furthermore, for ―fluidness‖ matters, all examples and results are not directly included in the following 

observations that aim rather at drawing concise conclusions. In order to consult the full list of results from 

the stock-taking exercise, please, see the annexes to the present document ―Results of the stock-taking 

exercise on regional bilateral cooperation agreements and projects in the field of Science, Technology 

and Innovation between EU Med & MPC regions‖.  

Finally, and in this sense, the results from the survey have so far gathered participations from 6 Med 

countries, providing input from a total of 15 Regions and detailing about 33 experiences, allowing further 

reflections and conclusions to be drawn in the frame of the MedSpring project debate led on 27th June 

2014 in Venise, during the 2014 IMC-CPMR General Assembly. Indeed, this session provided the 

opportunity to see the strong interest the inter-Regional dialogue has shown for issues such as 

Innovation, Clusters, Environment, Renewable Energy Sources, Energy Efficiency etc., which represent 

core issues for the STI policy dialogue. During the session, the driving forces, the expected impacts and 

the ways to strengthen such cooperation were investigated. The audience underlined the need to 

explore how to better integrate STI cooperation with the (South) Mediterranean countries in the Regional 

Cooperation Policies, and to better understand and define what is also expected from the south of the 

Mediterranean, especially when considering the expressed will of the countries for co-decision, co-

ownership and co-funding of their STI activities with the EU.  

In addition, in view of the increasing number of Regions that have ratified the Bologna Charter 2012 

(from 14 stakeholders in 2012 to 24 in 2014 and some more in 2015-2016), some of which are used to 

lead bilateral cooperation actions in the Med, the possibility to contextualize these actions in the frame of 

the Charter is rendered easier and relevant in view of the promotion of further bilateral cooperation 

initiatives in various themes, including STI.3 

 

 

 

                                                      
2
 Please, see the following links to check the questionnaire forms out: #1 - Bilateral cooperation agreement and their 

projects/actions between IMC Regions and counterparts in the South or Eastern Mediterranean area; #2 - STI projects and 

actions between IMC Regions and counterparts from the South or Eastern Mediterranean area. 
3
 According to the last updates on the Bologna Charter 2012 from July 2014. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZgqvgXjAhq1r8GifKsGXZYyJWqCikF-c4eR8RpTigSs/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZgqvgXjAhq1r8GifKsGXZYyJWqCikF-c4eR8RpTigSs/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZgqvgXjAhq1r8GifKsGXZYyJWqCikF-c4eR8RpTigSs/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1KDaofyOOH-Wav2xExWPxYmun-la-RE-iJYwuF8EmRmc/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1KDaofyOOH-Wav2xExWPxYmun-la-RE-iJYwuF8EmRmc/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1KDaofyOOH-Wav2xExWPxYmun-la-RE-iJYwuF8EmRmc/viewform
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2. Main observations from the stock-taking exercise on regional bilateral 
cooperation agreements and projects between EU Med Regions and 
MPCs  

a) Observations on the motivations for initiating cooperation activities 

According to the results of the stock-taking exercise, it appears primarily that the bilateral cooperation 
agreements and projects led in Science, Technology and Innovation between IMC Regions and MPCs 
have found their roots in already pre-existing bilateral agreements, such as historic, cultural, educational 
or economic ones between their respective political entities. Cooperation projects in STI seem to be 
inscribing themselves within those agreements (even though STI were not the main drivers behind the 
creation of the latter). For example, and on the one hand, some of these agreements have been going 
for way more than a decade: e.g. Cultural agreement between the Italian Ministry of Education and the 
Egyptian Development Fund (EDF) of 1959, in the frame of which has been developed another 
agreement between the Emilia-Romagna Region and the EDF, dealing with Electricity and Mechanics 
professional education exchanges (linked to electronics, electricity, mechanics and mecatronics). 

On the other hand, other agreements appear to be more recent ones and increasingly numerous in the 
fields of STI: e.g. between the PACA Region with agreements dating back to 2000 with regional and 
local authorities from Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia, between the Toscana Region with the Saharawi 
Arab Democratic Republic (SADR), ongoing since 2009, or between the PACA Region and the 
Governorate of Hebron (Palestine), ongoing since the beginning of 2014, both in Water and Waste 
Management issues. It is interesting to note that these more recent activities increasingly involve several 
stakeholders alongside the Regions, such as Regional or National Agencies, private entities, universities 
and research centers, in order to provide more thorough expertise and relevance on the local and 
institutional levels. 

This, of course, tends to echo the way European Cooperation programs have been working through 
multi-stakeholder partnerships that allow key national, local, public and private players to take part in the 
discussions and reflections aiming at applying more relevance to the implementation of every action 
basing themselves on concrete scientific results and states-of-the-art drawn from various capitalized 
projects. For example, cross-border cooperation projects such as MAPMED, STS-Med, EVLIA (among 
others) all involve the participation of Universities in their partnerships, while others count a substantial 
number of Research centers (e.g. EuroNanoMed, SWMED, FOSTEr in MED, etc.). 

Corroborating the drives behind these incentives, the debates of the MedSpring session highlighted that 
the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation is indeed a source of common benefit for its surrounding regions in 
the sense that the Mediterranean is a closed sea, sharing along its rims common environmental and 
political challenges as well as common assets where actions can be pursued in a mutual benefit. 
Therefore, the idea was that through observing the subsidiarity principle, a cooperation that integrates 
more pragmatism with a closer participation of Regions could benefit the researchers in helping them 
gain more understanding on what impact is expected from them. This way, they would also be able to 
better respond to the needs expressed by the local and regional authorities that do represent the most 
relevant entities to understand what is at stake in their own territories. Finally, a bottom-up approach 
would help to better integrate multi-stakeholders‘ partnerships and the civil society in cooperation 
initiatives, which would lead to enhance competitiveness in the research perspectives. 
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b) Governance 

From a ―governance perspective,‖ it is interesting to note that the above mentioned cooperation 
dynamics seem to be mostly led between EU Med ―regional entities‖ (autonomous decentralized 
authorities) and national, regional or local entities from the South Med alike (due to the decentralization 
processes that are ongoing in some countries such as Tunisia), which might let one foresee more 
―balanced‖ exchanges for the future, i.e. increasingly involving regional entities from both rims of the 
Mediterranean.4 

As an example from the MedSpring debate session, Morocco has been experiencing a strong economic 
and social development and its recent Constitution has been giving more power to the regional level with 
all components to enable the implementation of actions (e.g. the Ouarzazate Province welcomes the 
largest solar platform worldwide) which give a place of choice to cooperation and tripartite relationships 
between multilevel actors (universities, regional authorities, enterprises…). Southern Med Partners 
countries that are especially experiencing a ―green revolution‖ through further decentralization processes 
are becoming ―not-to-miss‖ opportunities for cooperation. 

Therefore, to observe the most coherent cooperation dynamics, and following their incentives to 
strengthen bilateral cooperation in the Mediterranean, Med Regional entities (some of which participated 
actively in the stock-taking exercise) have ratified the Bologna Charter 2012 bearing in mind the idea of a 
Macro-project for the Mediterranean led by regional stakeholders, in coherence with and interrelated to 
the frame of the Blue Growth perspective promoted by the European Union5, including the most recent 
ministerial declarations on ―climate & environment‖ (2014) and Blue Economy (2015) of the Union for the 
Mediterranean. This way, regional stakeholders would be able to develop cooperation initiatives within a 
broader framework to respond to local, national, and EU levels needs adequately, the same way projects 
promoted by the European Union cooperation programs have intended to do lately. 

Indeed, from the compiled results, it appears that Med Regions participate in other STI projects that are 
to be found within the frame of EU cooperation programs such as the European Neighborhood Policy 
Instrument that proposes a focused approach to the fulfillment of Blue Growth in the Mediterranean 
through encouraging Resources and Energy Efficiency or the development of marine energies, or the 
ERAnets initiatives. These EU-co-financed processes allow participations from the Regions according to 
their fields of specialization which, coupled to complementary actions and competencies from other 
stakeholders (Regions, or private sector, or universities and research centers, etc.), lead to more 
cohesive and targeted actions on the local levels, while helping capitalize experiences for an improved 
coherence at the institutional and EU levels. 

The MedSpring debate session clearly pointed out from a regional point of view that there is scope to 
pursue in the STI field of cooperation and that a real demand exists from Southern Med partners‘ 
countries (e.g: in Algeria a process is running to implement 49 science, research, and technologies parks 
nationally). Regions should be able to seize opportunities offered through EU programs to implement 
actions in those STI fields both through bilateral or multilateral approaches. As an example, the PACA 
region submitted a project on European mobility with partners from Egypt, Tunisia and Morocco but they 
had to reduce their expectations due to the too restrictive rules of the program which prevented them 
from experiencing outbound mobility from South to North. Therefore, it would be important to underline 
the need to gain some margin in order to experiment more cooperation aspects; vigilance should be 
developed to stretch and ease the current legal framework in order to gain flexibility and broaden 
eligibility for the experimentation of specific pilot projects. This request needs nonetheless to be clearly 
expressed and presented to the EC.  

                                                      
4
 Other levels can be considered (although less relevant to the stock-taking exercise). Bilateral cooperation agreements or 

projects do exist between EU Med cities and MPC cities, or between EU Med local governments and MPC Regional 

authorities, etc. 
5
 The contents of this macro-project is developed through the European capitalization project COASTGAP, (Med Program), 

which develops also the Joint Action Plan further mentioned in this present document. 
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c) Sub-thematic observations towards an integrated Macro-regional approach for the 
Mediterranean 

Following the different levels of governance and programming previously underlined, one can observe 
that the themes that seem to be the most important for the Regions through their cooperation initiatives 
and fields of specialization deal primarily with (1) Water and Waste Management and with (2) Sciences, 
Technologies and Research. Indeed, bilateral cooperation activities in both categories range from the 
provision of technical expertise in STI applied to regional relevant needs, to Capacity building, and to 
Education in STI.6 The fact that a substantial number of projects are led in support to the Research 
sector – including in Sciences and Technologies – (e.g. three university research agreements between 
the PACA Region and the cities of Tetouan-Ouida, Rabat, and Tangiers-Tetouan (Morocco), among 
others) can show how the general goals of the proper bilateral cooperation are not only to improve and 
support STI applied to the needs of the regions, but also to anticipate the needs from the future by 
educating, training, and strengthening research specialists in STI to the same extent as in other sectors. 
This observation may be of particular relevance for listing indicators to use later on about the 
potentialities for the implementation of further STI cooperation in the Med basin. 

Among other relevant themes, one can also find several initiatives dealing with (3) Environment, Climate 
Change and Energy, as well as with (4) Youth and Education in Awareness Raising for the Environment. 
Likewise, these agreements and projects include activities ranging from expertise and capacity building 
-in energy efficiency or -in the governance of policies promoting sustainable development. For example, 
the Tangiers-Tetouan Region7 has got an agreement with the PACA Region on Capacity Building and 
Education in Awareness Raising for Environmental Risks, while the PACA Region has got another one in 
Local governance and Institutional support to Coastal zone management with Algiers (Algeria). 8 These 
two thematic categories ((3) & (4)) appear to be complementary to the previous ones ((1) & (2)), and 
seem to underline the need to ally, for example, research for more energy efficiency to adaptation to 
environmental challenges, while working ―upstream‖ to raise awareness on the current environmental 
challenges as well as adapting and anticipating the technical, economic and energetic needs of and for 
the future. And even though the STI cooperation agreements and projects are developed at different 
governance levels and by different stakeholders (as previously mentioned), which may lead one to think 
that these initiatives, on the contrary, lack cohesion, these complementary dynamics seem nevertheless 
to represent a  ―chronological‖ cohesion in the Mediterranean to be further exploited by stakeholders 
wishing to use this state-of-the-art to reflect on future perspectives for upcoming STI cooperation in the 
Med. 

Furthermore, the discussions from the MedSpring debate underlined that the issue of linking the finalities 
of research with economic development should be resolved. As an example, the marine and maritime 
research make sense when put in line with perspectives of economic development and Blue Growth. 
The concern, , is that not enough efforts are being made regarding research and innovation in the Med 
area. Indeed, in the Atlantic or North Sea area, much more marine and maritime research is currently 
being developing, besides the full potential of the Med area for such initiatives. More specifically, as 
mentioned by Commissioner Damanaki in February 2014 during the EUSAIR conference in Athens, the 
Adriatic-Ionian area is also a leading area in terms of marine robotics involving ocean observations, sea-
bed explorations, as well as activities linked with the Blue growth sectors such as mineral mining, Blue 
biotechnologies, oil and gas, the whole of which represents a growing issue in the Med. Sharing the 
same Mediterranean Sea with its own characteristics enables the development of specific basin-based 
technologies. The marine renewable energy in the Atlantic for example could not be copy-pasted to the 
Med area as it does not correspond to the same sea-basin specificities. As an example, the Atlantic 
offshore turbines will not suit the Mediterranean basin for which floating wind turbines will be preferred. If 
key-sectors for economic development could be identified, it would give a comparative advantage at the 
Mediterranean level compared to the rest of the world, and it would allow the development of a more 
pertinent and meaningful research. In that sense, marine and maritime research represents a 
tremendous potential in the Med area that should be further explored through cooperation. This was also 
underlined during the most recent ―collaborative labs‖ (held in March 2015) that were set-up by the 
consultants of the EU Commission to have a preliminary discussion with key stakeholders on the 
possibility to create a future sea basin maritime strategy (or initiative) for the Western Mediterranean. 

                                                      
6
 See in particular the website of the French Ministry for Foreign Affairs. References were last consulted in June 2014. 

7
 Denomination before the territorial Reform in 2015. 

8
 Ibid. 
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Besides, as already exposed, among regions that developed bilateral agreements and projects, some 
have ratified the Bologna Charter 2012. This Charter is a policy document, promoted by the Emilia-
Romagna Region together with Lazio and by 12 other coastal Administrations in the Mediterranean, and 
signed at the European Parliament in Brussels on March 21, 2013 by regions spanning six Med 
countries in total during the conference of the MAREMED Project. Aimed at strengthening the role of the 
coastal Administrations in the context of European policies and initiatives on the Mediterranean scale 
(coastal protection, integrated management, adaptation to climate change), the Bologna Charter 2012 
promotes a Macro-Project initiative for the next programming period of European Structural Funds 
(2014-2020), designed for a coherent Mediterranean macro-thematic and multi-sectoral strategy, open 
also to the coastal Administrations of the South and East of the Mediterranean.9 The Joint Action Plan—
to be developed in the frame of the Charter and of the macro-project it promotes—is to be implemented 
throughout the 2014-2020 period, and advocates for the adaptation to climate change, the protection and 
the integrated management of coastal areas and maritime space, with direct implications in maritime 
spatial planning and in macro-regional and sea basin maritime strategies definitions (i.e. Mediterranean 
and Adriatic-Ionian strategies or emergent Western Med).10 It exposes a specific theme supporting 
Research, Innovation Clusters and Implementation, as it presents Research and Innovation as cross-
cutting issues for which recommendations must provide real added values as better performance, longer 
durability, and higher socio-economic benefits for the Regions of the Mediterranean.11 The 
implementation of the JAP and its specific Joint Actions and projects shall be supported by research 
activities in the field of innovative and customized technologies and solutions for coastal protection, 
which goes in line with the MedSpring incentives to reinforce cooperation in STI in the Mediterranean 
area. 12 These activities, led in the frame of the Bologna Charter 2012 JAP, will potentially be 
financed/co-financed in synergy by different frameworks, i.e. Horizon 2020 and the Cohesion Policy 
Framework, as recommended in recent EC strategic documents. This way, they would be inscribed into 
a transversal framework the same way other EU programs and projects are.  

Actually, the idea of ―cohesion‖ clearly appears through the actions led in the frame of cooperation 
programs such as the ENPI South, as Med Regions from both the North and Southern shores take part 
in cooperation projects aiming at the same results: here in this particular case, the enforcement and 
enhancement of Blue Growth in the Mediterranean. EU Med Regions therefore participate to 
encouraging energy and resource efficiency ranging from solar to marine energies through such 
programs: for example, the Puglia Region through the MED-DESIRE project for solar energy efficiency, 
the Lazio Region through the SWMED project for the promotion of environmental sustainability in the 
Mediterranean basin, or Cyprus through the MED-ALGAE project for the use of renewable energies for 
fuels such as algae in the Med (among other projects). EU programs are representing existing effective 
ways of collaboration, especially when they target Southern and Eastern Med countries. Horizon 2020, 
development programs for higher education and mobility like Erasmus +, Tempus and specific existing 
agreements between the EU and its neighbors Mediterranean countries should be added to the above-
mentioned macroregional perspective. All these actions allow the regions to collaborate with other 
counterparts involving the private sector and the scientific fields, which capacities and skills are 
complementary to theirs, and which in the end allows a greater range of targets to be reached, issues to 
be resolved, and actions to be led.  

The debates on the macroregional perspective held during the MedSpring debate highlighted the 
coherence the set-up of a Med macroregional strategy would observe, as it would also be in line with 
finding the competitive advantages of the Mediterranean area compared to the EU and global levels. 
Med Regions together with Southern and Eastern partner countries should start working on those 
common-based assets towards economic development. And even if the Med Macroregion per se does 
not exist on the institutional and executive level yet, this does not prevent Regions from going on with 
STI initiatives in line with the macroregional or sea basin perspective. The issue concerning the objective 
of inclusive, smart and sustainable growth, and the research and innovation drivers indeed puts STI at a 

                                                      
9
 For further details, please see the following link: 

http://bolognacharter.facecoast.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101#bktop. 
10

 For further details, please see the COASTGAP project, started in July 2013 and to be completed by December 2014, that is 

part of the Med‐cluster FACECOAST (http://facecoast.eu) and which presents objectives as the formulation of a Joint Action 

Plan directed to boosting the Macro‐Project outlined in the Bologna Charter 2012 on the 2014-2020 period. 
11

 In fact, these will be promoted and implemented through the COAST R&I project. 
12

 For an exhaustive list of the topics, please, see the enclosed document of the Joint Action Plan (last updated version as of 

April 2014). 

http://bolognacharter.facecoast.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101#bktop
http://facecoast.eu/
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central and focal point which should not be underestimated for supporting cooperation initiatives in this 
field for the Med area. As an example, the Languedoc-Roussillon Region opened an office in 
Casablanca in Morocco, dealing with capacity building and decentralized cooperation and neighborhood 
policy. They settled agreements leading to initiatives on water management, education, economic 
development, including EU and national funding. Regions have to start to get involved and not wait for 
the future Med macroregion to be achieved, using STI as a central focus point while STI cooperation 
projects would contribute to the setting-up of the future Med macroregion. 

d) Funding perspectives 

To compile regional bilateral cooperation agreements and projects with projects led through EU 
programs into a stock-taking exercise has allowed a reflection on funding initiatives and perspectives. It 
appears indeed that over the years, the Regions have increasingly been participating in EU co-financed 
projects rather than initiating their own bilateral cooperation agreements, especially when the 
cooperation in question involved the scientific sector and was to be established at a broader level (other 
than very local). Besides the fact that these trends go hand-in-hand with the florescence of such 
European cooperation programs, it remains important to note that the lack of political will and of funding 
opportunities have sometimes brought some Regions to lower their implications in bilateral cooperation 
initiatives, or at least reduce the years of implementation of their actions (e.g. projects implemented over 
short periods as no more than two years). 

Through EU initiatives like the ERANETs, funded by the 7th Framework program, (in which the ERANET 
Med is an initiative coordinated by the CIHEAM, leading partner of the MedSpring project), multilevel 
actors can create joint activities and put financial resources together. The Puglia and Catalonia Regions 
are both engaged in this particular initiative on specific thematic areas, on water, renewable energies, 
energy efficiency, it represents also an opportunity for regional researchers to collaborate with 
researchers from European national levels and Southern Med partner countries. 

Last but not least, another relevant point regarding funding stands in the initiatives to be promoted 
toward the financing of STI in the South Med. For example, along these same lines, the FREEME 
bilateral project led by the PACA Region and the Regional Council of Tangiers-Tetouan aims at 
promoting renewable energies and energy efficiency through micro-finance. The project was specifically 
initiated because the Moroccan region lacked and needed micro-finance agencies capable of providing 
environment-oriented specific products (which they did not before the project was initiated) in a context 
where improvement of renewable energies use was possible and necessary. Bearing in mind this 
initiative, it is therefore important to note that funding might also constitute a relevant indicator to 
evaluate the potentialities for the implementation of further STI cooperation in the Med basin taking into 
account funding resources and opportunities both from the North and Southern shores. 

 

3. Conclusive words: challenges and incentives for the future 

In 2015, we celebrated 20 years of cooperation between the EU and Southern Med countries. This 
cooperation has evolved throughout the years, and since the last two years more participatory programs 
were set–up, involving North and South in common funding actions, co-ownership, co-decision, coupled 
with a greater interest from the regions in research and innovation cooperation. Common ground can 
therefore be drawn up between regional policies, policy makers and STI actors.  

As for the stock-taking exercise observations, one can conclude that despite some difficulties in leading 
some initiatives (slow administrations, too different legislations from a country to another, geopolitical 
issues), the results are encouraging, both at the technical level (exchange of good practices, support to 
cooperation in environment and energy, research applied to STI, improvement of the use of energies 
such as solar or marine energy, resources such as water…) and at the institutional one (capacity 
building in natural resources management or in governance to promote sustainable development). 

It is also important to note that even though some Regions did not point out any specific bilateral 
agreement or project in the field of STI through this exercise, most of the time because they were 
already involved in other cooperation initiatives in different fields, or because they lacked political priority 
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for STI or the budget resources, they are still very inclined to start or participate in STI agreements or 
projects in the near future. For example, the Monastir Governorate, Crete, the Tangiers-Tetouan Region, 
the Greek South Aegean Region, the Emilia-Romagna Region as well as the Rabat-Salé-Zemmour-Zaër 
Region all manifested their interests to cooperate in STI agreements or projects in the next three to five 
years to come.13 These last observations are very encouraging as they show how Med Regions are 
increasingly aware of the challenges inherent to STI as applied to the environment and the sea basin, 
and how they are ready to cooperate in order to observe an overall cohesion at the basin level toward 
Blue Growth, as well as toward more energy and resource efficiency in and for the Mediterranean. 

Moreover, these motivations tend to create an adequate frame for the further implementation and 
advocacy linked to the Bologna Charter 2012 and its Joint Action Plan for more cohesion and 
cooperation in STI (among other priorities) in the Mediterranean.  In view of its promising objectives 
toward encouraging cohesion through a macro-regional and/or sea basin approach for the 
Mediterranean and in terms of implication from the Med Regions, one might better understand the stakes 
standing behind the integrated approach that may be necessary to adopt through bilateral cooperation 
agreements and projects in order to address specific issues more efficiently. The signatory stakeholders 
of the Bologna Charter 2012 seem therefore to be leaning toward this trend, through which the impact of 
the role of the Regions can be strengthened, while issues be fleshed out and taken care of jointly toward 
the promotion of Blue Growth in and for the Mediterranean. 

Therefore, following the round-tables and debates held in the frame of the MedSpring project and the 
IMC General Assembly (June 2014), it appears crucial to encourage the exchange of good practices 
among representatives of the Regions in order to foster the incentives for bilateral cooperation, while 
attempting to avoid and/or resolve potential issues to their implementation, especially in the field of STI 
(as applied to the environment and maritime issues) that, as underlined previously, is increasingly 
becoming a matter to address for the Mediterranean Regions. In fact, in order to further strengthen STI 
cooperation among the Regions, new or better adapted instruments could be explored, such as an 
inventory of all current partners in the field of STI cooperation in the Mediterranean area and the 
identification of existing networks per sectors, as well as a common strategy on shared infrastructures. 
The development of more flexible legal frameworks and regulations is also a need to be clearly 
advocated for by the regions to the EC.  

In addition, specific projects of high visibility that will act as drivers and pilots should be used to valorize 
Research and its outcomes. Cooperation with Southern countries is not a development aid, it is rather a 
common interest. It is now necessary to better understand and define the expectations from the 
Southern and Eastern Mediterranean area through a better integrated bottom-up approach in decision-
making, co-ownership and co-funding opportunities (even boosting and widening the support to existing 
initiatives in the future years, like the Partnership for Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area 
– PRIMA  or BLUEMED about the integration of knowledge and efforts to develop the blue growth in the 
Mediterranean through joint actions on relevant R&I priorities). 

4. Annexes 

a) Results of the stock-taking exercise on regional bilateral cooperation agreements 
and projects in the field of science, technology and innovation between EU-Med & 
MPC regions 

 

Contribution of the IMC-CPMR to the MedSpring Project 
in the frame of the IMC-CPMR General Assembly 

 

Preliminary note on the methodology 

The present results were taken from different sources, mostly from the stock-taking exercise that was 

launched by the IMC-CPMR last April 2014, but also from other existing sources and stock-taking 

contributions from the IMC Regions to the IMC Secretariat, complementary research, and ad hoc 

                                                      
13

 These elements were given in response to exchanges with interlocutors from the mentioned Regions. They do not constitute 

any biding answer though. 
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conversations with representatives of the Regions. Note that for relevance matters, the participants to 

the survey were asked not to include any agreements or projects that ended before 2005. 

All the results listed in this present document comprise regional bilateral cooperation agreements and 

projects as well as projects/initiatives happening within the frame of cross-border cooperation programs. 

They are classified by country, and by region. 

Recapitulative index 

Region (Country) Cooperation frame Title of the cooperation 

Puglia (Italy) 

Projects (ENPI CBC) 

MED-DESIRE – Contributing to the transfer and 
implementation of good practices to facilitate the take-
up of solar technologies 

FISHINMED – Mediterranean Network of sustainable 
small-scale fishing communities 

Project (EC ERANET) 
ERANETMED – Euro-Med co-ownership enhancement 
through Innovation and Competitive Research 

Sardinia (Italy) Projects (ENPI CBC) 

MAPMED – MAnagement of Port areas in the 
MEDiterranean sea basin 

FOSTEr in MED – Fostering Solar Technology in the 
Mediterranean area: To transfer knowhow in the solar 
energy field, to implement a shared design methodology 
and to promote solar energy innovative technologies at 
civil society level 

Toscana (Italy) 

Local councils 
consortium 
cooperation 

Ali della Colomba (The dove‘s wings) - In support to 
Water Management 

Bilateral cooperation 
project 

Support to Water and Waste Management in the SADR 

Emilia-Romagna 
(Italy) 

Bilateral cooperation 
agreement 

Youth Student Mobility and training, Youth employment; 
Education and training in an Integrated Technical 
Education center – Field of electronics, electricity, 
mechanics and mecatronics 

Lazio (Italy) Projects (ENPI CBC) 

SWMED – Sustainable domestic Water Use in 
Mediterranean Regions 

MEDSANDCOAST – Innovative Governance Models of 
Sand Resources in Coastal and Marine Zones for a 
Strategic Defence of Mediterranean Littorals 

Sicilia (Italy) Project (ENPI CBC) 
STS-Med – Small scale thermal solar district units for 
Mediterranean communities 

Veneto (Italy) 

Project (EC ERANET) 
EuroNanoMed - EUROpean network of trans-national 
collaborative RTD projects 

Project (South East 
Europe – 
Transnational 
Cooperation program) 

EVLIA – Making full value of good ideas by leveraging 
intellectual assets for financing SMEs in South East EU 

Project (Med Program) 
FireMed – Innovative Financial instruments to support 
energy sector SMEs in Med area 
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Provence-Alpes-
Côte d‘Azur 
(France) 

Bilateral cooperation 
agreements 

Water, Agriculture, Sustainable Tourism, Heritage, 
Universities and Research Centers, Youth 

Local governance and institutional support in Coastal 
zone management 

Support to cooperation in Environment, Climate Change 
and Energy issues 

Environment, Climate Change and Energy issues 
(Protection and valorization of Larache swamp areas) 

Support to Renewable Energies through Micro-credit 

Bilateral cooperation 
agreements (x4) 

Cooperation in Research and Sciences (Universities) 

Bilateral cooperation 
agreements (x2) 

Local governance and institutional support in 
Exchanges in the Sustainable development field and 
Education to the Environment in the Med 

Midi-Pyrénées 
(France) 

Bilateral cooperation 
agreements 

Support to Water Management 

Support to Waste Management 

Languedoc-
Roussillon 
(France) 

Bilateral cooperation 
agreement 

Support to decentralization, capacity building in Public 
Administrations, planning and territorial development; 
capacity building in territorial development (including 
integrated urban development) 

Baleares (Spain) 
Bilateral cooperation 
agreement 

Technical assistance in Waste Management 

Catalonia (Spain) Projects (ENPI CBC) 

RELS – Energy renovation in Housing 

DIDSOLIT-PB – Development and implementation of 
decentralized solar energy-related innovative 
technologies for public buildings in the Mediterranean 
Basin countries 

Anatoliki-
Makedonia 
(Greece) 

Bilateral cooperation 
project 

Resource efficiency (including marine knowledge and 
blue biotechnologies) 

Cyprus Project (ENPI CBC) 
Med-Algae – Production of bio-diesel from Algae in 
selected Mediterranean Countries 

Tanger-Tetouan 
(Morocco) 

Bilateral cooperation 
project 

Renewable Energies, Environment and Solidarity 

Capacity building and Education in Awareness Raising 
for Environmental Risks 

TOTAL Countries = 6 TOTAL Regions = 15 TOTAL Projects = 18 TOTAL Agreements = 15 
TOTAL Other = 1 
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ITALY 

 

PUGLIA 

Project: MED-DESIRE – Contributing to the transfer and implementation of good practices to 
facilitate the take-up of solar technologies [theme of Resource Efficiency (including marine 
knowledge and blue biotechnologies)]. 

Med Area: [beneficiary] Puglia Region 

Frame: ENPI CBC MED. 

Objectives: The Specific Objective of MED-DESIRE is to facilitate the take-up of distributed 
solar energy and energy efficiency in the target regions, by achieving an effective cross-
border co-operation among Partner Countries and by raising public awareness on the related 
benefits for the environment and for sustainable local development. 

Main results achieved: 

 Strengthened capacity of public administrations and regional institutions enhanced 

competences of local technicians and professionals; 

 Establishment of market stimulation instruments; 

 Strengthened participatory approach with wider consensus among key stakeholders and 

the establishment of a co-operation framework among providers of energy services in 

EUMCs and MPCs. 

In partnership with: 

 Andalusian Energy Agency (Spain) 

 Andalusian Institute of Technology Center of Energetic, Environmental and 

Technological Investigations Solar Platform of Almeria (Spain) 

 The National Agency for Energy Conservation (Tunisia) 

 Lebanese Center for Energy Conservation (Lebanon) 

 New and Renewable Energy Authority (Egypt). 

Expected impacts: 

- Strengthening the capacity of Partner Countries‘ public administrations and regional 
institutions in setting up an adequate legal, regulatory and organizational framework to allow 
the development, deployment and diffusion of distributed solar energy technologies; 

- Removal of the main technical barriers for distributed solar technology uptake in the target 
territories of the MPC countries involved thanks to enhanced and more diffused 
competences of local technicians and professionals on certification systems and procedures 
for existing and innovative solar technologies and components; 

- Support to the widespread diffusion of existing and innovative distributed solar energy 
technologies and promote their implementation in the target regions by means of innovative 
tailored financial mechanisms and of designed and demonstrated market stimulation 
instruments; 
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- Building-up and increase of awareness among key public and private local stakeholders on 
opportunities deriving from the widespread adoption of existing and innovative distributed 
solar and energy efficiency technologies. 

Beneficiaries: Local communities, energy consumers and research centers/universities, who 
will benefit from MED DESIRE‘s long-term impacts, which will include the creation of new 
jobs in MPC (installers, designers, manufacturers, suppliers) and an improved framework for 
local solar energy markets. 

*** 

Project: FISHINMED - Mediterranean Network of sustainable small-scale fishing 
communities 

Med area: [Beneficiary] Puglia Region, Regional Ministry for agro-food policies, Department 
of Hunting and Fishing; [partners] Italy - Sicilia, Sardegna -; Tunisia; Egypt; Lebanon; 
Greece. 

Project: Ongoing; FISHINMED - Mediterranean Network of sustainable small-scale fishing 
communities; Promotion of socio-economic development and enhancement of territories; 
strengthening economic clusters creating synergies among potentials of the Mediterranean 
Sea basin countries. 

Frame: ENPI CBC MED 

Financing: Total budget: € 1.472.270; Programme contribution: € 1.325.043 (90%); Project 
co-financing: € 147.227 (10%) 

Objectives: FISHINMED aims at protecting and enhancing small fishing communities, thus 
increasing employment opportunities as well as preventing the uncontrolled exploitation of 
sea resources. Its specific objective is the establishment of a Mediterranean network (Euro-
Mediterranean observatory) gathering public and private institutions with a view to defining 
common strategies for the social and economic development of small fishing communities 
and set-up of a local technical support system aimed at diversifying economic activities and 
increasing the income of the operators involved. 

Main expected results: 

- Definition of strategies for the socio-economic development of small fishing communities; 

- Setting up of a system for the technical support and assistance to small fishing communities 
to diversify activities and strengthen the competitiveness of fishing operators; 

- Enhancement of the role of Mediterranean small fishing communities. 

In partnership with: 

 International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies - Mediterranean 

 Agronomic Institute of Bari (Italy, Puglia) 

 Agricultural Research Center, Central Laboratory for Aquaculture Research (Egypt) 

 Sicily Region, Department of Fisheries (Italy, Sicilia) 

 Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife (Lebanon) 

 LAORE Regional Agency (Italy, Sardegna) 

 Ministry of Agriculture, General Direction of Fishing and Aquaculture (Tunisia, Tunis) 

 Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (Greece, Attiki) 
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Beneficiaries: [target] 8 public and private institutions; 6 professional associations and small 
fishing unions; [final beneficiaries] Operators of small fishing communities (fishermen); Local 
development agencies; Operators of sea tourism; Small processing firms. 

*** 

Project: ERANETMED – Euro-Med co-ownership enhancement through Innovation and 
Competitive Research 

Med Area: European and MPC partners will equally participate and benefit from the output 
and the opportunities created by the project. 

Frame: 2013-2017.  Following the Conference of Barcelona on 2012, the ERANETMED 
responds to the need to develop new ways of ―sustainable‖ cooperation. 

Funding: from funding agencies (Ministries as well as Regions) and Program Managers. 

Objectives: To enhance Euro-Mediterranean co-ownership through innovation and 
competitive research in the societal challenges of the region; to reduce fragmentation of 
programming in the Mediterranean region by increasing coordination among national 
research programs of European Member States, Associated Countries and Mediterranean 
Partner Countries. 

The ERANETMED will consider a broad area for research, addressing not only the most 
important societal challenges of the region but also actions to enhance innovation through 
applied research, capacity building, mobility and clustering. Its action will result in concrete 
co-operation between research programs, such as networking, definition of strategic 
scientific activities, research structuring for long-lasting and stable cooperation beyond 
ERANET. 

Main expected results: 

- Establishing a framework for communication and coordination of program owners and 
managers related to S&T cooperation from Europe and Mediterranean Partner Countries; 

- Strengthening Euro-Mediterranean R&I Cooperation promoting joint activities; 

- Developing joint funding schemes and procedures between partners; 

- Supporting long-term and stable Euro-Mediterranean cooperation; 

- Strengthening MPC capacities to enhance research and innovation and increase the impact 
of research on the socio-economic development of the region; 

- Achieving coherence among research, policy and funding instruments to contribute to 
regional societal challenges, to have a real impact on society and to establish synergies with 
other programs and instruments. 

 

SARDINIA 

Project: MAPMED - MAnagement of Port areas in the MEDiterranean sea basin [theme: 
Resource Efficiency (including marine knowledge and blue biotechnologies)]. 

Med Area: [beneficiary] University of Cagliari - Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering and Architecture. 

Frame: 2009 ENPI CBC MED first call. 

Objectives: The overall objective of MAPMED is to improve the environmental sustainability 
of tourist coastal areas in the Countries of the Mediterranean Sea Basin through the 
promotion of the long term cooperation between institutional authorities and the scientific 
Community. 
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The specific objective of the project is the optimization, validation and transfer of tools to 
guide institutional authorities in the sustainable management of tourist ports/harbours with 
regard to assessment and monitoring of environmental quality of seawater within and around 
ports, and reduction of marine pollution using bioremediation technologies to degrade 
hydrocarbon contamination in water and sediment caused by maritime traffic, related 
facilities in these areas and dredging operations. 

Main results achieved: 

 Identification of the most appropriate integrated methodologies for the assessment and 

monitoring of environmental quality, bioremediation of contaminated water and sediments 

and management of treated sediments; 

 Target groups supported towards sustainable management of tourist port areas (action 

plans and general guidelines, transfer of tools, training of operators); 

 Proposal of harmonization of laws/regulations in the field of remediation following 

analysis and comparison. 

In partnership with: 

 University of Cagliari (Beneficiary): Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 

and Architecture with expertise in the field of physico-chemical and biological remediation 

technologies of contaminated water and soils, Department of Biomedical Science with 

expertise in environmental microbiology and biotechnologies, Department of Law with 

expertise in transport and international maritime law; 

 University of Florence (Partner), Department of Evolutionary Biology (Italy, Toscana) with 

expertise in animal and algae ecology and in microbial genetics; 

 Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (Partner), (Greece, Creete) has a long experience in 

water and sediment sampling, data management, biodiversity pattern analyses and 

strong skills and knowledge in the analysis of organic pollutants in environmental 

matrices; 

 Autonomous Region of Sardinia, Head Office Regional Agency of the Sardinian river 

basin district (Partner), with expertise in the water protection regulations and action 

planning; 

 University of Alexandria (Partner), Institute for Graduate Studies and Research (Partner), 

(Egypt, Al Iskandanyah) with socioeconomic expertise; 

 Faculty of Sciences of Tunis (Partner), (Tunisia, Tunis) with expertise in coastal 

ecosystem diversity. 

Expected impacts: 

[cooperation mutual benefits] - Protection and improvement of marine environment 
supporting the process of implementation of Water Framework Directive (2000/60/CE) and 
Marine Strategy Directive (2008/56/CE) to obtain the good environmental status of marine 
environment related to port areas and linked ecosystem; 

- To support the economic growth of coastal tourism areas gaining much more visibility with 
Tourist Operators and tourists themselves supporting port and local administration in 
developing environmental management systems (e.g. ISO14001,EMAS, ecolabel etc); 
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[expected results] - Tangible impact on the target groups on the long term, particularly 
Port/Maritime Authorities and other Institutional with the provision of tools to periodically 
assess, monitor and restore contaminated water and sediments through the most 
appropriate integrated methodologies; 

- Enable Port/Maritime Authorities to manage in a sustainable way port areas and linked 
ecosystems preserving them from overexploitation risks and guaranteeing long term 
environmental quality and human health; 

- Local administrations: take advantage from these instruments, possibly obtaining a label 
(e.g. blue flag, ecolabel), in order to gain much more visibility with Tourist Operators and 
tourists themselves. Good environmental quality for recreational activities in order to be 
attractive for visitors; 

- The maintenance of high quality levels of environments and their remediation to reduce 
human health risks, improve the quality of life of local communities and the quality of the 
services offered to visitors as well as generating a positive feedback towards its 
maintenance; 

- Support for the application/implementation for the efficient and effective long-term use of 
the tools developed during the project; 

- Provision of a framework of common or harmonized laws/regulations to support Institutional 
Authorities and port company operators as well as operators in the logistic chain in their 
practical implementation, in order to overcome the many different solutions that are presently 
encountered for the same issues in the different territories, with different costs and different 
environmental effects; 

- Networking and exchange of experiences between Port/Maritime Authorities of MAPMED 
Partner Countries and Management Port Networks. 

Beneficiaries: [targets] Port/Maritime Authorities (PAs), Licensed port company operators 
(POs), Other Institutional Authorities (OIAs): local and governmental authorities involved at 
local, regional and national levels in port jurisdiction. 

[Final beneficiaries] Tourism business, Tourists (both actual and potential), Local 
Communities/Citizens. 

*** 

Project: FOSTEr in MED - Fostering Solar Technology in the Mediterranean area: To 
transfer knowhow in the solar energy field, to implement a shared design methodology and to 
promote solar energy innovative technologies at civil society level. 

Med area: [beneficiary] University of Cagliari - Department of Civil Engineering, Environment 
and Architecture (Italy, Sardegna); [partners] Spain; Lebanon; Jordan; Tunisia; Egypt. 

Frame: On-going, ENPI CBC MED. Fostering the implementation of small-scale innovative 
solar systems in public buildings. 

Financing: Total budget: € 4.500.000; Program contribution: 4.050.000 (90%); Project co-
financing: 450.000 (10%) 

Objectives: The Mediterranean region is characterized by the significant potential of solar 
energy. The sunlight time ranges from 2650 to 3400 hours per year with average radiation 
going up to 3200 kWh/m2 per year. Despite these favorable weather conditions, the 
development of solar energy in the Mediterranean area is still limited by technical, 
institutional, financial and market barriers. 

FOSTEr in MED intends to fully exploit the potential of solar technologies through the 
transfer of technical knowhow to actors of the sector (SMEs, engineers, students), the 
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identification of best practices in the policy and regulatory fields and the implementation of 
five pilot projects aiming to equip public buildings with innovative solar photovoltaic plants. 

Main expected results: 

-  Cultural and normative barriers, design and technical gap that can delay the diffusion of 
solar technologies identified through comprehensive context analysis; 

- Solar technologies and its technological trends promoted; 

- Local legislations on solar energy compared and common innovation proposals defined; 

- Design, architectural integration and installation competences transferred; 

- Solar energy consumption increased in 5 public buildings through 85 kWp of photovoltaic 
panels installed; 

- Creation of 6 info points; 

- Networking between similar projects and initiatives; 

- Formulation of policy papers; 

- Training dedicated to 400 stakeholders (designers, SMEs/installers and university students) 
to transfer technical knowhow; 

- Information seminars to promote the benefits of solar technologies involving 350 citizens 
and 3500 students. 

In partnership with: 

 Association of Mediterranean Chambers of Commerce and Industry (Spain, Cataluña) 

 Chamber of Commerce of Cagliari, Special Agency Center of Services for Enterprises 

 (Italy, Sardegna) 

 Confederation of Egyptian European Business Associations (Egypt, Al Iskandanyah) 

 Industrial Research Institute (Lebanon) 

 Royal Scientific Society (Jordan, Al-Aqaba) 

 Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Tunis (Tunisia, Tunis) 

 Autonomous Region of Sardinia (Italy, Sardegna) 

Beneficiaries: [target groups] Designers (architects and engineers); SMEs; [final 
beneficiaries] Citizens; Local authorities. 

 

TOSCANA 

Med Area: Palestine 

Theme-s of the agreement: ―Ali della Colomba‖ (The Dove‘s Wings), 2011-2012.14 In 
support to Water Management in Bethlehem, Palestine. 

Frame: The project takes place in the frame of a local councils consortium international 
cooperation. It is co-financed with national funds (about €1,3 million), of which 300 thousand 
are provided by Tuscan partners. 

                                                      
14

 See http://www.agenziaimpress.it/progetto-ali-della-colomba-toscana-e-palestina-unite-dallacqua for more 

details. 

http://www.agenziaimpress.it/progetto-ali-della-colomba-toscana-e-palestina-unite-dallacqua
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Objectives: Creation of supply facilities for the disposal of wastewater. Training and capacity 
building from Tuscan experts and employees of companies addressed to Palestinian 
personnel for the management of drinking water. 

In partnership with: 

 Aato 2 basso Valdarno (lead partner) 

 Asa di Livorno 

 Acque Spa di Pisa 

 Water Right Foundation 

 Confservizi Cispel Toscana 

Beneficiaries: Local population; local water firms. 

*** 

EMILIA-ROMAGNA 

Med Area: Egypt 

Theme-s of the agreement: Ongoing; Youth Student Mobility and training, Youth 
employment; Education and training in an Integrated Technical Education center – Field of 
electronics, electricity, mechanics and mecatronics 

Frame: Agreement between the Emilia Romagna Region and the Egyptian Development 
Fund (EDF); in support and complementary to the Protocol between the Italian Ministry of 
Education and the EDF. The present agreement has been initiated in the frame of the 
already existing cultural agreement that has existed between the two regions since 1959, in 
order to consolidate the important program of debt payment between the two countries, in 
priority fields. 

Objectives: Definition of education policies in order to promote the establishment of a 
system of continuing education and the improvement of professional training, according to 
the two countries needs; Adoption of the regional system of qualifications in the Technical 
Integrated Education Center; inventory of the regional professional norms, training norms, 
certification norms and accreditation system and quality assurance; Mutual acknowledgment 
of diplomas delivered at the end of the professional trainings in order to support the mobility 
of citizens in accordance with EU directives. 

Main results achieved: Ongoing process. 

Expected results: 

- Exchanges of experiences and technical tools in the field of long-life learning; 

- Mutual collaboration in the definition of professional and educational policies for the 
development of human resources according to both territories needs; 

- Establishment of regional tools for professional training classes in Fayoum (at the TIEC) - 
Regional system of qualifications; 

- Regional system of formalization and certification of competences; accreditation system; 
qualifications norms of the classes aiming at being accredited; 

- Adoption of measures for the reciprocal acknowledgment of delivered qualifications and 
diplomas in order to encourage the mobility of citizens; 
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- Identification of the procedures and common norms of reference for the development and 
the launching of collaboration services in the fields of mechanics, electricity, electronics and 
maintenance as well as for the training and the development of human resources; 

- Elaboration of pedagogical material and information as well as bilingual training tools 
(IT/AR) used through the Internet; 

- Exchanges, visits and enterprise/firm internships for trainers and students; 

- Bi-annual audits and establishment of the directives for the application of the Emilia 
Romagna's regional systems of certification. 

In partnership with:  

 Italian Ministry of Education 

 Egyptian Development Fund 

 Technological Integrated Education Center of Fayoum 

Beneficiaries: Trainers, students through the learning of another language and the 
accreditation systems that would open the possibilities for them to work in international 
enterprises from Egypt and/or Italy. 

 

LAZIO 

Projet: SWMED - Sustainable domestic Water Use in Mediterranean Regions  

Med Area: [beneficiary] Lazio Region; [partners] Italy -Toscana, Sicilia; Malta; Palestinian 
Authority; Tunisia. 

Frame: On-going, ENPI CBC – Promotion of environmental sustainability at the basin level; 
Prevention and reduction of risk factors for the environment and enhancement of natural 
common heritage. 

Financing: Total budget: € 1.788.385; Programme contribution: € 1.609.547 (90%); Project 
co-financing: € 178.838 (10%) 

Objectives: The SWMED project focuses on the optimisation of per capita water 
consumption at household and urban level through the implementation of water saving 
devices, reuse of treated wastewater, rainwater harvesting, a pool of technologies known as 
Sustainable Water Management (SWM). Its specific objective is the diffusion of the 
Sustainable Water Management approach and technologies to improve the sanitation 
systems of citizens while reducing per capita water consumption. 

Main expected results: 

- National/local ―water tables‖ gathering all water stakeholders, SWM tailor-made solution 
database for different settlement typologies to be applied in water policy; 

- Water policy paper agreed by all relevant stakeholders; 

- Dissemination of the project results to different groups (citizens, technicians, water 
authorities, etc); 

- Installation of SWM demonstration houses 

In partnership with: 

 IRIDRA (Italy, Toscana) 

 SVI.MED – Mediterranean Centre for the Sustainable Development (Italy, Sicilia) 
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 Malta Resources Authority (Malta) 

 Ministry of Gozo (Malta) 

 Palestinian Hydrology Group (Palestinian Authority) 

 Centre de Recherches et Technologies des Eaux (Tunisia, Nabeul) 

 Palestinian Water Authority (Palestinian Authority) 

Beneficiaries: [targets] Public local bodies, especially municipalities, Water 
authorities/utilities and practitioners; [final beneficiaries] Local populations, Environmental 
NGOs and associations, Public authorities and environmental agencies, Consumers‘ and 
professional associations. 

*** 

Project: MEDSANDCOAST – Innovative Governance Models of Sand Resources in Coastal 
and Marine Zones for a Strategic Defence of Mediterranean Littorals 

Med Area: [beneficiary] Lazio Region  

Frame: On-going, ENPI CBC; Joint Operational program for the Mediterranean  

Objectives: To contribute to the fight against climate change on the Mediterranean coastal 
zone through an efficient cooperation from at least 4 Med countries that observe 
environmental issues in common; to adapt the coastal zones to the effects of climate change 
through the development of shared management and planning tools to address the issues 
relevant to the zone; to improve of the governance, planning, and intervention capacities of 
Med administrative authorities (partners & targets) thanks to the production, diffusion and 
canalization of tools for coastal planning regarding the innovating and targeted use of sand 
resources. 

Main expected results: 

- Improvement of the management of vulnerabilities and of coastal resources with regards to 
the effects of climate change in the Med basin; 

- Environmental rehabilitation of natural morphologies of the marine-coastal zones of the 
partners. 

In partnership with: 

 Lazio Region, Direction of Infrastructures, Environment and Housing policies (Italy) 

 Agency for Protection and Coastal zone management (Tunisia) 

 Hérault Department – Sustainable development department (France) 

 Tuscany Region (Italy) 

 Tunisian Association for Coastal, Port and Maritime Engineering – ATIM (Tunisia) 

 Local Councils Federation of Sahel Al Zahrani (Lebanon) 

 AMWAJ for the Environment (Lebanon) 

Beneficiaries: Partners of the project. 

 

SICILIA 

Project: STS-Med - Small scale thermal solar district units for Mediterranean communities 
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Med area: [beneficiary] ARCA Consortium (Italy, Sicilia); partners from France, Egypt, 
Jordan, Greece 

Frame: ENPI CBC MED - Enhancing small scale concentrated solar systems to generate 
renewable energy at low cost for public buildings 

Financing: Total budget: € 4.953.512, Programme contribution: € 4.458.161(90%), Project 
co-financing: € 495.351(10%) 

Objectives: STS-Med will contribute to the diffusion and development of Concentrated Solar 
(CS) small scale integrated systems, a high energy efficiency technology with a potential for 
replication across the Mediterranean area. The specific objectives are to create a flexible 
toolbox of Concentrated Solar (CS) applications by demonstrating their effectiveness in 
public buildings and premises; to deploy technologies from research and development 
results through case studies analysis, impact assessment and creation of demonstration 
units; to create new opportunities for the commercial and industrial sectors notably by 
improving technical skills of professionals involved and enabling SMEs to set up a full supply 
chain in the solar energy sector.  

Expected results: 

- 4 demonstrative plants implemented in Italy, Cyprus, Egypt, and Jordan for a total power of 
400 kW showing the benefits of the CS technologies to 20.000 end users coming from 20 
Mediterranean local communities, Enhanced industrial perspective for CS technologies; 

- Reinforced technological and operational industrial expertise of 200 energy professionals; 

- Fostered growth of local production chains with the creation of new qualified jobs on CS 
systems production & installation; 

- Policy makers supported in the decision-making process concerning incentives for solar 
energy; 

- Increased awareness of target groups and institutional actors concerning the benefits of CS 
technologies.  

In partnership with:  

 The Cyprus Institute (Cyprus) 

 Cyprus Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Cyprus) 

 Academy for Scientific Research and Technology (Egypt, Al Iskandanyah) 

 New and Renewable Energy Authority (Egypt) 

 Elsewedy Electric (Egypt, Al Iskandanyah) 

 French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy Commission 

 (France, Provence-Alpes-Côte d‘Azur) 

 CEEI Provence - Innovation business support (France, Provence-Alpes-Côte d‘Azur) 

 University of Athens, Institute of Accelerating Systems and Application (Greece, Attiki) 

 Al Balqa Applied University (Jordan, Irbid) 

 Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources (Jordan) 

 Millenium Energy Industries (Jordan, Amman) 

 ENEA - National Agency for New Technologies, Energy and Sustainable Economic 
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 Development (Italy, Lazio) 

 Sicily Region - Department of Production Activities (Italy, Sicilia) 

Beneficiaries: [Target groups] Local and regional authorities responsible for energy 
policies, Public building owners/managers, Components manufacturers and suppliers, 
Energy professionals (engineers, architects, energy specialists). [Final beneficiaries] Users 
of public buildings including schools, hospitals, municipal facilities, Public utilities as energy 
providers, SMEs clusters, Investors. 

 

VENETO 

Project: EuroNanoMed - EUROpean network of trans-national collaborative RTD projects  

Frame: European Commission – ERA-NET project 

Objectives: The ERA-NET EuroNanoMed (European Network of Transnational Collaborative 
RTD Projects in the Field of Nanomedicine) aims to bridge the gap between academic 
research in nanomedicine and industrial or clinical applications in order to shorten the time 
from bench to bedside. 

With an ageing European population and increased demand for improved healthcare, further 
progress needs to be facilitated. Healthcare expenditure in industrialized countries accounts 
for 10% of the gross domestic product (GDP), a figure that is expected to rise. European 
countries invest a substantial amount of resources into developing the nanotechnology 
industry. Within this field, Nanomedicine, can be an advantage to medicine by its potential to 
bring about significant progress in diagnosis, prevention and treatment of diseases. 

The main aim was to support trans-national collaborative RTD projects between academic 
laboratories, companies, especially SME‘s, and clinicians/public health setting, in the field of 
Nanomedicine. 

Main results achieved: 

 In total, the three Joint Transnational Calls for Proposals generated the submission of 

almost 100 proposals (with an increased number of projects from one call to another) 

involving 500 research teams from 25 countries or regions (including EuroNanoMed and 

non EuroNanoMed countries/regions covering almost the whole European research 

community. 

 These projects generated transnational collaborations with research teams from 

academia, clinical and industry. In over half of the projects, the three categories of 

research teams worked together. This cross-fertilization between the different partners 

(industry, clinical and academia) is a key point to enable basic research to enter into 

preclinical and first clinical stages in order to maximize the potential number of 

nanomedicine products to reach the market. 

 Through the three JTCs of years 2009, 2010 and 2011, EuroNanoMed funded 24 

transnational research projects on nanomedicine involving 126 partners from 19 

countries/regions (EuroNanoMed and non EuroNanoMed), with € 25 million funding from 

the member states and regions and a further € 21 million funding from the participating 

project partners. EuroNanoMed generated a huge leverage effect for nanomedicine, 

considering the EC budget dedicated to the coordination of the ERA-NET (€ 1.33 million) 

compared to the budget dedicated to nanomedicine research through the funded projects 

(€ 46 million). 
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Expected impacts: Facilitating cross-fertilization between the different actors in 
nanomedicine was one of EuroNanoMed‘s prime objectives, aiming to accelerate the flow of 
information from research laboratories to end products for patients and to bridge the gap 
between life-enhancing/life-saving research and patient care. 
In addition, developing networks among the different research communities (academic, 
industry and clinical) will create synergies and improve the competitiveness of the European 
industry, which is very important in the worldwide competition in the field. 

This will increase efforts towards achieving preclinical and clinical validations, which will 
shorten time to market innovative products and the time for patients waiting to benefit from 
such advancements. 
In line with Europe‘s vision of promoting a better standard of living and the opportunity of 
healthy ageing globally, this ERA-NET will directly benefit all EU Member States involved, 
Europe‘s neighbors (some of which are members of the consortium), and the world at large. 

EuroNanoMed aims at fostering the competitiveness of European nanomedicine players 
through the support of transnational collaboration, translational research and technological 
development projects with participants from academia, industry and clinical/public health 
communities. The researchers involved in the funded projects appreciated the possibility for 
international cooperation and it provided them with better access to required expertise that 
was not available in their own country or region. Through this cooperation they gained more 
experience in cooperating with colleagues in other countries, learning about different cultures 
and research approaches and had the opportunity to expand their professional networks. 

In partnership with: 

 CEA - Atomic Energy Commission (CEA) (France) 

 Industry, Trade and Tourism department, Basque Government (ITT) (Basque region) 

 Agencia Vasca de la Innovación, Innobasque (INNOBASQUE) (Basque Country) 

 Swiss National Science Foundation (SNF) (Switzerland) 

 Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) (Germany) 

 VDI Technologiezentrum GmbH (VDI) (Germany) 

 Instituto de Salud Carlos III, ISCIII (ISCIII) (Spain) 

 Agence Nationale de la Recherche, (ANR) (France) 

 National Office for research and technology (NKTH) (Hungary) 

 Ministry of Health, The Chief scientist office (CSO-MOH) (Israel) 

 The Icelandic Centre for Research RANNIS Iceland (RANNIS) (Iceland) 

 Latvian Academy of Sciences (LAS) (Latvia) 

 SenterNovem (The Netherlands) 

 National centre for research and development (NCBIR) (Poland) 

 National Science Foundation (FCT) (Portugal) 

 National Authority for Scientific research (ANCS) (Romania) 

 National Center for Programme Management (CNMP) (Romania) 

 Swedish Research Council (SRC) (Sweden) 
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 VINNOVA (Sweden) 

 The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK) (Turkey) 

 Science Council of Lithuania (LSC) (Lithuania) 

 Veneto Region (Italy) 

 Veneto Nanotech (Italy) 

 Service public de Wallonie / Direction générale opérationnelle Economie, Emploi et 

Recherche (DGOEER), Wallonia Region (Belgium) 

Beneficiaries: Different actors (academic, industry and clinical) in nanomedicine. 

*** 

Project: EVLIA – Making full value of good ideas by leveraging intellectual assets for 
financing SMEs in SEE 

Frame: South East Europe – Transnational Cooperation Program 

Objectives: The EVLIA project develops a dedicated methodology for the financial and 
economical evaluation of Intangible Assets of SMEs in strict agreement with financial 
stakeholders and intermediaries. 

Its main objectices are: Intellectual Assets and IP valuation as a basis for raising finance and 
the experience of companies and financial institution on this field; Investigate the role of IP 
and IA securization and their impact on innovative SME‘s when trying to access to financial 
markets; The development of a standardize methodology aiming at evaluation intangible 
assets from the financial and economical point of view and its application at national and 
local level according to specific and peculiar needs assessed; The elaboration of a new role 
of financial players, such as venture capitalists, business angels, banks and credit rating 
agencies when assessing IA and particularly IP; The development of local networks 
composed by stakeholders, BIOs and financial intermediaries in charge to test firstly the new 
methodology of evaluation and then develop new local plans for continue and strengthen the 
IA evaluation; The strict connection with public policy makers (particularly NPOs) in seeking 
to alleviate the problem. 

Main results achieved: 

 The EVLIA project has elaborated, and is now testing and circulating, a methodology 

throughout the SEE area which is able to support the creation of a unique market for 

innovation, particularly considering the evaluation of intellectual assets and intangible 

assets. This methodology elaborated within EVLIA project helps SME-s to facilitate their 

access to financial market, through a 3 step approach: 

o 1st step: IA visualizing with a preliminary IA analysis 

o 2nd step: IA valorization and business plan elaboration 

o 3rd step: IA evaluation 

 Therefore, EVLIA project implemented a service dedicated to the valorization and 

evaluation of SME‘s Intangible Assets, in order to find out the added value of their 

intangible resources and how they can increase their business; 

 In the framework of EVLIA service for the valorization and evaluation of Intangible 

Assets, entrepreneurs and companies are invited, through a letter of invitation, to 
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discover and analyze the Intangible Assets they have with the support of the pre-analysis 

questionnaire, which can be found on the Support2finance platform; 

 In order to continue its path towards the valorization of Intangible Assets, the enterprise is 

encouraged to have a check-up meeting with a qualified expert in the themes of 

Intellectual Property valuation, in order to deepen the analysis and define the position of 

the SME, considering and evaluating also other business data and relevant accounting 

documents, as the Business Plan. 

Expected impacts: 

- The expected impact for the Veneto Region is that the small and medium enterprises can 
facilitate their access to financial markets; 

- The transnational approach and cooperation is a crucial element in this project because of 
the object as the project wants to contribute to the creation of a unique market on IP and 
intangible asset; because of the subjects involved as many financial intermediaries works at 
transnational level; and because of the needs to be met as the methodology and the support 
services that has been developed are coming from mutual cooperation between partners. 

In partnership with: 

 Chamber of Commerce Industry Craft and Agriculture of Venice (Italy) 

 Veneto Region - Unit Research and Development (Italy) 

 Ca Foscari University of Venice (Italy) 

 Austria Wirtschaftsservice (Austria) 

 ECONOMICA Institute of Economic Research (Austria) 

 Executive Agency for Higher Education, Research, Development and Innovation Funding 

(Romania) 

 Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu (Romania) 

 Jožef Stefan Institute (Slovenia) 

 Slovenian Public Agency for Entrepreneurship, Innovation, Development, Investment and 

Tourism (Slovenia) 

 University of Pécs (Hungary) 

 Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Pécs-Baranya (Hungary) 

 Euro Perspectives Foundation (Bulgaria) 

 Athens Chamber of commerce and Industry (Greece) 

 Belgrade Chamber of Commerce (Serbia) 

 Business Innovation Croatian Agency (Croatia) 

 Ministry of Economic Development, Department for Enterprise and Internationalization, 

Directorate general for the Fight against counterfeiting, Italian Patent and Trademark 

Office (Italy) 

 Austrian Patent Office (Austria) 
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 State Office for Inventions and Trademarks of Romania (Romania) 

 Hungarian Intellectual Property Office (Hungary) 

 Hellenic Copyright Organization (Greece) 

 GIS-TransferCenter (Bulgaria) 

 European Patent Office (Germany) 

 State Intellectual Property Office of the Republic of Croatia (Croatia) 

 Intellectual Property Office of the Republic of Serbia (Serbia) 

 Banca Popolare Di Vicenza (Italy) 

 Cofidi Veneziano Societa‘ Cooperative (Italy) 

 ICM Research Srl (Italy) 

 Austrian Research Promotion Agency (Austria) 

 Austrian Standards Institute (Austria) 

 Meta Group, company for innovation and entrepreneurship development, d.o.o. 

(Slovenia) 

 RSG Capital, venture-capital management company, Ltd. (Slovenia) 

Beneficiaries: policy makers, business intermediary operators, financial intermediaries, 
Small and medium enterprises. 

*** 

Project: FIREMED – Innovative Financial instruments to support energy sector SMEs in Med 
area. 

Frame: MED Program 

Objectives: FIREMED project intends to approach both Local Development Plans and 
Operators in charge of assisting energy sector SMEs. It is intending to elaborate innovative 
model of funding instruments to be introduced in their Local Development Plans according to 
the Innovative Financial Instruments that are going to be set up at EU Level for the Program 
Period 2014-2020. 

It also intends to stimulate both a high level of attention, thanks to dedicated services and 
instruments, and an increased attitude to invest in the sectors, thanks to a more detailed 
knowledge of the energy sectors capacities and potentialities. The Financial schemes 
developed by the Project and transferred through feasibilities studies into development plans 
and the services implemented dedicated both to financial operators and energy sectors 
SMEs will constitute an overall model elaborated by the FIREMED partnership to support the 
development of entrepreneurship in MED Area combining private and public efforts. 

Some FIREMED partners are involved in the finalization of their Regional Energy Plan and 
are working on innovative financial instruments to support most strategic industrial clusters 
and SMEs sectors; other partners are working to develop local plans to support most 
innovative and marketing oriented SMEs where the energy sector is really strategic. 

Overall, FIREMED Partners are meeting the same conditions: the financial crisis is asking all 
EU countries to revise the financial mechanisms concerning support to SMEs shifting from 
Grant-methods to Innovative financial instruments methods and improve public-private 



 Page 29 of 40  

partnerships; many incentives dedicated to energy sectors SMEs are going to be reduced or 
totally cancelled and the impact of these measures required a common approach to avoid 
damages and bankrupts for the SMEs of this sectors. 

Expected impacts of the cooperation: 

- SMEs in the energy sector can increase their presence and potential capacity at 
transnational level through the use of innovative financial instruments and opportunities 
matching their needs; 

- The joint development of the project will enhance the cooperation and the communication 
between the partner regions at different level (regional/national and local), improving 
transnational coordination and building strong networks among the partners; 

- Partners will also improve the access to information on innovative and effective financial 
instruments and their knowledge on it; they will also increase their knowledge on a wide set 
of available financial good practices. Therefore, a better understanding on future EU financial 
instruments and models and new EU orientations will be encouraged, also thanks to the strict 
link that will be established with main relevant EU authorities during the project. 

- Partners will be able to choose the good practices already implemented and adapt them 
both to new EC rules in the perspective of the upcoming next financial framework 2014-2020 
and to their own regional and local strategy. The following step will be the carrying out of 
feasibility studies in each partner regions/countries in order to test the sustainability of the 
chosen new financial instruments. 

Expected results: 

- FIREMED aims at improving existing local development plans(LDPs) for energy sector 
MED SMEs with innovative financial instruments together with permanent services to support 
local entrepreneurs, operators, private investors and public Institution with the fulfillment of 
their expectations and mission; 12 LDPs will be elaborated according to a transnational 
methodology that will consider the ex-ante evaluation report submitted to the EU Parliament 
and Council (COM2011-662 final) and the common present financial crisis with deep revision 
of public national financial incentives to the sector in all countries involved. 

- These results will have a first short/medium step, within the project, with the elaboration of 
feasibilities studies tested and then a long-medium step with the elaboration of follow-up 
actions to transfer the results into regional policies and financial plans to be applied for the 
2014-2020 period. 

- The indirect results are multiples: support the availability of financial means to strengthen 
the competitiveness and the innovation capacities of energy chains in the MED area, starting 
from the 
technology providers(photovoltaic, eolic, RES, solar, biomass, other sources),through the 
Energy Service companies(ESCO) up to the final public and private users; support public 
and private investor cooperate both to reduce the investment risk and to understand 
peculiarities (and potentialities) of these sectors; improvement of technology transfer to 
strengthen MED SMEs competitiveness. 

In partnership with: 

 Veneto Region – Research and Innovation Dept. (Italy) 

 Chamber of Commerce Industry Craft and Agriculture of Venice (Italy) 

 Finlombarda Spa (Italy) 

 Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Marseille Provence (France) 
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 ARDI - Rhône-Alpes (France) 

 Agency for Innovation and Development of Andalucía (Spain) 

 Andalusian Council of Chambers of Commerce (Spain) 

 Region of Peloponnese (Greece) 

 Cyclades Chamber (Greece) 

 Cyprus chamber of commerce and industry (Cyprus) 

 Jožef Stefan institute (Slovenia) 

 ASCAME - Association of Mediterranean Chambers of Commerce and Industry (Spain) 

 Council of Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Navigation of the Valencia Region 

(Spain) 

 Region of Istria (Hungary) 

Beneficiaries: Policy makers, intermediate bodies such as financial ones, small and medium 
enterprises in the energy sector. 

 

FRANCE 

 

PROVENCE-ALPES-CÔTE D’AZUR (PACA) 

Med Area: Palestine – Governorate of Hebron. 

Theme-s of the agreement: Ongoing; in support to Water, Agriculture, Sustainable Tourism, 
Heritage, Universities and Research Centers, Youth 

Project: Use of new techniques for the management of water available resources in the 
Governorate of Hebron. 

Frame: 2014-2016. Contracting authority: PACA Region and the Governorate of Hebron. 
Financing is divided between the PACA Region and the Governorate of Hebron (€93,176); 
the Agence Eau Rhône Méditerranée Corse (€177,000); the French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (€31,000); and Palestinian partners (€53,313). 

Objectives: This project will intervene on three agricultural sites from the city of Dura (South 
of Hebron). It aims at building 26 reservoirs to gather rainwater in order to extend the 
capacity of water basins in terms of pure/spring water. This will allow a better crop irrigation 
during drought periods, as well as training farmers in using water efficiently and reasonably. 

Main impacts of the mutual cooperation: 

- impacts in terms of development and activity in the Palestinian region, 

- of bilateral dialogue and mutual exchanges, 

- as well as of durable cooperation links between Palestinian and French partners. 

Main results achieved: The project has not started yet. 

 The expected results are the construction of 26 water reservoirs for agricultural use; 

 And training for farmers and reservoirs users. 
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In partnership with: This project was initiated on the demand of the Palestinian partner 
because of the lack of water provisioning inherent to the zone. The PACA Region and the 
Governorate of Hebron work in partnership with: 

 The Union of Agricultural Workers Committee (UAWC); 

 The Agence de l‘Eau Rhône-Méditerranée-Corse ; 

 French Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 

 The University of Hebron (farmers training); 

 Palestinian Ministry for Agriculture. 

Beneficiaries: 100 families and about 700 indirect beneficiaries. Among them, 86 
beneficiaries (representing 603 persons) in the Abou Kamra Valley, 6 families (42 persons) 
on the site of Almajour, 8 families (56 persons) on the site of the Sweiti Valley. 

Beneficiaries from the training program: about 150 persons, among whom 100 farmers from 
the very basis of the project, and 50 farmers from the surrounding areas. 

*** 

Med Area: Morocco 

Theme-s of the agreement: Convention on cooperation agreements 2012-2014 between 
the PACA Region and the Regional Council of Tangiers-Tetouan; Support to 
Decentralization, Capacity Building in Public Administrations; Planning and Territorial 
Development. 

Project: FREEME Project 

Frame: On-going Agreement (2012-2014); FREEME project (2010-2012). Funding for the 
FREEME project is divided as follows: PACA Region, € 12,249; UE, € 6411; GERES: € 3806 
(total: € 22,467). 

Objectives: Promotion of renewable energies and energy efficiency through micro-finance. 
The main objective is to support development, access to and sustainable use of renewable 
energies in Morocco for population identified as vulnerable, who live in urban and rural 
zones. The project was specifically initiated because the region lacked and needed micro-
finance agencies capable of providing environment oriented specific products, which they did 
not before the project was initiated, in a context where improvement of renewable energies 
use was possible and necessary. 

Main results achieved:  

 Enhancement of the institutional capacities of different stakeholders involved on the local 

and international levels to help them propose efficient actions for vulnerable populations; 

 Encouragement to micro-enterprises and small distributors to diversify their energy 

efficiency products offers addressed to end users; 

 Development of relevant and sustainable financial services that will ease the access to 

renewable energies and to renewable energy services for micro-enterprises and low-

income families; 

 Awareness raising about the added value of the use of renewable energies and 

renewable energy services directed to end users. 

In partnership with:  
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 CRTT;  

 PACA Region;  

 Planète Finance Maroc (Fondation Ardi);  

 GERERE. 

Beneficiaries:  

200 micro-enterprises and small distributors (training); 400 beneficiaries (200 micro-
enterprises and 200 low-income families); 2400 consumers received financial support to buy 
REEE facilities and goods; 1 micro-finance partner institution: Fondation Ardi. 

 

MIDI-PYRENEES 

Med Area: Palestine – Palestinian Water Authority (PWA) in Ramallah 

Theme-s of the agreement: On-going (2013-2014); support to water management in the 
Wadi Al Fara Valley, follow-up and reinforcement of the already existing cooperation; support 
to water provisioning, desalinization, hydrographic basins, rivers and sea levels. 

Project: building of a sewage water disposal. 

Frame: 2013-2014. Contracting authority: Midi-Pyrénées Region. Agreement between the 
Midi-Pyrénées Region, the Tubas Governorate and the PWA. Financing is divided between 
the Midi-Pyrénées Region (€ 100,000) and the Adour-Garonne Water Agency (€ 130,000). 

Objectives: building of a sewage water disposal able to evacuate wastewater from the 
refugee camp of Al Fara to the place where a water treatment plant will be built in order to 
avoid the sanitary risks inherent to open-air sewer systems in inhabited areas. 

Main results achieved: 

 End of water contamination in the Al Fara valley; 

1. Avoidance of health risks for the target population, especially farmers; 

2. Building of a carriage way making the accesses to the crops and to the isolated areas of 

the city easier; 

3. End of the tensions between the local population and the refugees from the camp 

(inhabitants from the Wadi Al Fara village, the Al Fara refugee camp, and the farmers in 

the downstream areas). 

In partnership with: 

 The project was initiated on the demand of the PWA French partners who concluded a 

partnership agreement with the Adour-Garonne Water Agency. 

 This operation goes along the actions led by the Midi-Pyrénées Region with regards to 

access to water that were underlined again during the 6th World Water Forum, and 

contributes to the fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals through environment 

preservation; 

 Specific partners: Adour-Garonne Water Agency & PWA. 

Beneficiaries: 10,000 persons (inhabitants from the Wadi Al Fara village, the Al Fara 
refugee camp, and the farmers in the downstream areas). 
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LANGUEDOC-ROUSSILLON 

Med Area: Maroc – Provincial Council of El Jadida 

Themes of the agreement: Support to decentralization, capacity building in Public 
Administrations, planning and territorial development; capacity building in territorial 
development (including integrated urban development). 

Project: Public policies capacity building for Water Management. 

Frame: 2012, On-going. Partnership agreement between the Provincial Council of El Jadida 
and the Regional Council of Languedoc-Roussillon. 

Main impacts of the mutual cooperation: 

- good practice exchanges; 

- mobilization of territorial stakeholders; 

- elaboration of joint initiatives and projects. 

 Objectives: The exchanges intend to provide expertise to the Moroccan partners and to 
support them in the development of this public policy. The 2014 meetings were thought to 
identify and define the cooperation project that will be launched the forthcoming year. 

Main results achieved: Ongoing process. 

In partnership with: 

 Languedoc-Roussillon Region; 

 Globally-oriented water cluster (« Pôle Eau à vocation mondiale ») ; 

 BRL (regional enterprise); 

 SWELIA Network; 

 Salon Hydrogaia; 

 El Jadida Province ; 

 OCP – Office Chérifien des Phosphates; 

 Abou Chouaib Addoukkali University; 

 Directorate General for Agriculture – Radeej; 

 Local associations; 

 Professional Chambers of El Jadida; 

 Specific partners: MAEE (help for financing the different initiatives); Languedoc-

Roussillon Region. 

Beneficiaries: Ongoing process. 
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SPAIN 

 

BALEARES 

As for the Baleares and according to the contribution of the Region, some requests for 
technical assistance in waste management (and other themes not directly related to 
MedSpring) in the Natural Park of Bouhachem were formulated by the Tanger-Tetouan 
region in 2013. However, despite the different exchanges the two regions made, the 
initiatives did not go through as the conditions and guarantees from the Tanger-Tetouan 
region were not reunited for the initiatives to be fulfilled properly. One can nonetheless point 
out the interest for cooperation shown by the Tanger-Tetouan region in collaborating with 
another EU region from the northern shore of the Mediterranean. 

 

CATALONIA 

Project: RELS – Energy renovation in Housing [theme: Energy Efficiency in Med buildings 
(residential and social)] 

Med Area: [Beneficiary] Catalan Agency for Housing (Agència de l‘Habitatge de Catalunya). 
Total budget is €1,991,590 (among which €1,792,431 are ENPI CBC Med funds). The project 
encompasses several countries such as Spain, Italy, Tunisia, Jordan. 

Frame: 2011-Ongoing; ENPI CBC Med project 

Objectives: Know and spread out the state-of-the-art in energy efficiency as well as promote 
most advanced practices for energy renovation; develop a training program based on 
exchanges of good practices in view of the definition and the establishment of pilot projects 
in Tunisia, Sardinia and Catalonia; elaborate and experiment a cross-border scheme for 
energy renovation in social buildings encompassing technical, financial and management 
aspects alike; Establish the bases for a Euro-Mediterranean network in energy renovation.  

Main expected results: on-going process. 

In partnership with: 

 Polytechnic University of Catalonia (Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya—UPC); 

 Italian Federation for Housing (FEDERCASA); 

 Société d'Etude et d'Aménagement des Côtes Nord de la Ville de Sfax (SEACNVS); 

 Regional Agency for Social Housing (Sardinia area, AREA); 

 National Agency for Energy Conservation (Tunis, ANME) 

 Royal Scientific Society of Aqaba (Jordan, RSS-Aqaba) 

Beneficiaries: on-going process. 

*** 

Project: DIDSOLIT-PB – Development and implementation of decentralized solar energy-
related innovative technologies for public buildings in the Mediterranean Basin countries. 

Med Area: [beneficiary] Autonomous University of Barcelona (Spain, Cataluña); Greece; 
Egypt; Jordan; Spain. 

Frame: ENPI CBC MED - Fostering the implementation of small-scale innovative solar 
systems in public buildings. 



 Page 35 of 40  

Financing: Total budget: € 4.438.553, Programme contribution: € 3.994.694 (90%), Project 
co-financing: € 443.859 (10%). 

Objectives: DIDSOLIT-PB aims to implement small-scale solar systems for public premises 
including innovative solutions such as photovoltaic glass-substitute sheets, solar cooling or 
photovoltaic coverage of buildings roofs and car parks shady-covers. Technology transfer 
and design of dedicated financing instruments will also be addressed by the project. Its 
specific objective is to promote and implement innovative technologies and know-how 
transfer of small-scale solar energy decentralised systems in public buildings/premises. 

Main expected results: 

- Improved knowledge of the status of development and market-availability of innovative 
small-scale solar power technologies for in-buildings applications; 

- 10 solar power applications implemented in 10 selected public buildings; 

- Increased solar power created (260 kWp) and produced (380 MWh) in the selected 
buildings; 

- Enhanced interest of local private and public stakeholders for decentralised applications of 
innovative solar energy systems in public buildings and facilities; 

- Innovative solar technologies, know-how and best practices transferred. 

In partnership with: 

 Institute for Innovation and Sustainable Development (Greece, Dytiki Ellada) 

 Egyptian Association for Energy and Environment (Egypt, Al Iskandanyah) 

 Al-Balqa' Applied University (Jordan, Al-Balga) 

 University of Alexandria (Egypt, Al Iskandanyah) 

 Incubator of New Enterprises of Chania (Greece, Dytiki Ellada) 

 Eco-System Europa, SL (Spain, Cataluña) 

Beneficiaries: [target groups] Owners and users of pilot public buildings, SMEs specialized 
in solar energy, National and local authorities in charge of renewable energies; [final 
beneficiaries] Owners of public buildings; Technicians and researchers; Technological 
centers. 

 

CYPRUS 

 

Project: MED-ALGAE – Production of bio-diesel from Algae in selected Mediterranean 
Countries 

Med Area: [beneficiary] Cyprus; [partners] Cyprus, Malta, Sicilia, Attiki, Egypt, Lebanon 

Frame: On-going, ENPI CBC – Promotion of environmental sustainability at the basin level; 
Promotion of renewable energy use and improvement of energy efficiency contributing to 
addressing, among other challenges, climate change. 

Financing: Total budget: € 2.000.858; Program contribution: € 1.800.000 (89,96%); Project 
co-financing: € 200.858 (10,04%)  

Objectives: To enhance the production and use of an alternative biomass fuel based on 
microalgae through the development of dedicated laboratories, including a Mediterranean 
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Regional Centre for bio-production in Alexandria (Egypt), and the production and test of a 
relevant microalgae biomass fuel; The potential of producing bio-fuel from microalgae has 
been recognized as an alternative to fossil fuels, especially under the form of liquid fuel 
(diesel, ethanol), which can be used in the transport sector. To foster the development of 
microalgae as alternative fuel, the Med-Algae project will contribute to the establishment of a 
new value chain for the production of renewable energy based on microalgae which can 
secure sufficient quantity and quality of biodiesel. Microalgae by-products and related new 
business opportunities will also be identified by the project. 

Main expected results: 

- Review of the current state of the art concerning growth systems for production of 
microalgae; 

- Production of biodiesel for quality testing; Identification of by-products from microalgae 
production with commercial potential; 

- Assessment of the conditions for the establishment of microalgae biodiesel production and 
bio refinery plants in identified pilot areas; 

- Valorization of business opportunities for microalgae biodiesel production and resulting by-
products. 

In partnership with: 

 Cyprus Energy Agency (Cyprus) 

 Malta Intelligent Energy Management Agency (Malta) 

 Fondazzjoni Temi Zammit (Malta) 

 Studio Sardo (Italy, Sicilia) 

 National & Kapodistrian University of Athens (Greece, Attiki) 

 National Research Centre (Egypt) 

 The Lebanese Association for Energy Saving and for Environment (Lebanon) 

 Faculty of Science, Alexandria University (Egypt, Al Iskandanyah) 

 American University of Beirut (Lebanon) 

 National Technical University of Athens (Greece, Attiki) 

 Mediterranean University of Reggio Calabria (Italy, Calabria) 

Beneficiaries: [targets] Universities/research centers; Local governments; Transport sector; 
[final beneficiaries] Technology companies, SMEs, energy producers; Local populations. 
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b) The Bologna Charter and its Joint Action Plan strategic theme n°3: 
supporting research, innovation clusters and implementation 15 

 ―The Bologna Charter 2012 presents a macro-project for the implementation of a common 
framework for strategic actions aimed at the protection and sustainable development of the 
Med coastal areas. This Charter and its Joint Action Plan16, for which references have also 
been included in the present document, constitute other key elements in complement to the 
stock-taking exercise launched by the IMC-CPMR towards the enhancement of cooperation 
in the Med area.‖ 

Introduction – Context 

The Bologna Charter 2012 is a policy document based on 2 decades of EU cooperation 
projects (e.g. Beachmed), promoted by the Emilia-Romagna Region and by Lazio and 12 
other coastal Administrations in the Mediterranean. It was signed in Brussels on March 21, 
2013 during the MAREMED project conference at the EP by regions and local 
administrations spanning six Med countries in total. Its aim is to promote a common 
framework of strategic actions for the protection and sustainable development of Med coastal 
areas. Since its signing, the number of adherents to the Bologna Charter 2012 has raised up 
to more than 20 maritime Administrations.17 

The Intermediterranean Commission of the CRPM (which encompasses more than 40 
regions of 10 countries of both Mediterranean shores) also adopted the Charter with the aim 
to support the initiatives in light of the future macro-regional or sea basin maritime strategies 
for the Mediterranean area it wishes to promote.18 The Joint Action Plan19 that is to be 
developed in the frame of the Charter and of the macro-project it promotes is to be 
implemented throughout the 2014-2020 period, and advocates for the adaptation to climate 
change, the protection and the integrated management of coastal areas and maritime space, 
with direct implications in maritime spatial planning and in macro-regional and sea basin 
strategies definitions (i.e. Mediterranean and Adriatic-Ionian strategies or Western Med).20 

Motivation 

The Bologna Charter 2012 and its Joint Action Plan represent a tangible contribution to the 
discussion and the formulation of the future macro-regional and sea basin strategies for the 
Mediterranean with regard to specific issues and the involvement of promoting bodies 
(mostly Regions) in diffusing its messages to the different stakeholders. 

Within the Joint Action Plan, several points seem to be of a primary importance to underline 
in the frame of the reflections currently led on the role of Regions in promoting cohesion and 
cooperation in an integrated approach. Among its main aims is the increasing of ―the 

                                                      
15 See attached documents The Bologna Charter 2012 and its “Joint Action Plan: Developing Conditions for 

the Blue Growth in the Mediterranean” for the full text of the JAP. 
16

 elaborated in 2014-2015 with the help of the COASTGAP project, several key stakeholders and in 

collaboration with the Intermediterranean Commission 

17 As of April 2014. For more details on the signatories, please, see the following link: 

http://bolognacharter.facecoast.eu. 

18 See the Final Barcelona Declaration from June 27, 2013 when the IMC-CPMR adopted the Bologna Charter 

2012 on the following link: http://www.medregions.com/pub/doc_travail/ag/188_en.pdf. See also all the policy 

documents on macro-regional and sea basin strategies (Road map, ARLEM Report on a Cohesion strategy for 

the Med, political declarations) on www.medregions.com, and the final policy paper of MARINA-MED 

COM&CAP on www.medmaritimeprojects.eu  
19

 http://bolognacharter.facecoast.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24&Itemid=133 

20 For further details, please see the COASTGAP project, started in July 2013 and completed in December 

2014, that is part of the Med‐cluster FACECOAST (http://facecoast.eu) and which presents objectives as the 

formulation of a Joint Action Plan directed to boosting the Macro‐Project outlined in the Bologna Charter 2012 

on the 2014-2020 period. 

http://bolognacharter.facecoast.eu/
http://www.medregions.com/pub/doc_travail/ag/188_en.pdf
http://www.medregions.com/
http://facecoast.eu/
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effectiveness of EU funded projects, the Elaboration of themes and topics that should start in 
parallel with the design of the Regional Agendas for Policies, Research and Actions in 
specific fields, and the activities where the Administrations work together.‖ Another major 
goal of the JAP is ―to unlock potentials in Research & Innovation, toward environmental 
friendly and ecosystemic-based solutions in the field of coastal adaptation, protection, and 
integrated management in coordination with maritime spatial planning.‖ In this sense, it 
proposes several strategic themes, among which can be found the ―Strategic Theme N°3: 
Supporting Research, Innovation Clusters and Implementation,‖ and which can be included 
to the responses to address in the frame of the MedSpring Project with regards to Research 
and Innovation. 

Strategic Theme N°3: Supporting Research, Innovation Clusters and Implementation 

Indeed, through this strategic theme, the Joint Action Plan of the Bologna Charter 2012 
presents Research and Innovation as cross-cutting issues for which recommendations must 
provide real added values as better performance, longer durability, and higher socio-
economic benefits for the Regions of the Mediterranean. The implementation of the JAP and 
its specific Joint Actions and projects shall be supported by research activities in the field of 
innovative and customized technologies and solutions for coastal protection.21 

This project line has several technical topics it wishes to focus on. For example:22 

4. the improvement of remote sensing techniques and supports, as drones and 

submarine devices; 

5. integrated modelling tools, monitoring systems, data management and decision 

support systems (e.g. coastal hazard assessment through broad and territorial 

modelling); 

6. analysis and forecast of local climate change and sea level rise scenarios and their 

effect on the coastline, sediment budgets, ecosystems and habitats; 

7. improvement of sediment moving and handling systems, management techniques 

and equipment, aimed to design vessels systems suitable for the Med basin 

characteristics; 

8. technical improvement in characterization and sustainable management of sediment 

deposits; 

9. design and testing of innovative solutions, technologies, materials for coastal 

protection; 

10. evaluation in the short and medium-long term of the connections and impacts of 

intervention on habitats and ecosystems, including the design and study of 

experimental solutions (e.g. ―building with nature‖ approaches) 

Such activities will be potentially financed/co-financed in synergy by different frameworks, i.e. 
Horizon 2020 and the Cohesion Policy Framework, as recommended in the recent EC 
strategic documents. 

Finally, in line with the MedSpring Project objectives, this Strategic Theme n°3 presents three 
other actions aiming at: 

                                                      
21 In fact, these will be promoted and implemented through the COAST R&I project. 

22 For an exhaustive list of the topics, please, see the enclosed document of the Joint Action Plan (last updated 

version as of April 2014). 
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 fostering projects-clustering initiatives, for a closer connection between coastal 

administrations, the scientific community and research institutions, national 

authorities, international organizations, SMEs, etc., in order to spread out the actions 

and reach the largest possible audience of stakeholders. The goal is to create 

synergies in the Research and Innovation sectors, and therefore encourage cohesion 

on the basin level; 

 fostering innovation in the field of coastal protection and climate change adaptation in 

the Mediterranean through finding innovative solutions and ecosystemic-oriented 

management of littoral and off-shore resources as well as of data, modelling and 

monitoring systems; 

 assuring a close connection with the new EU Research Program (Horizon 2020) and 

other national and international research programs, in order to promote science-to-

policy transfer, lobbying in favour of JAP themes and priorities and promoting the 

preparation of proposals, with the joint participation of Administrations, Research 

Institutions, Companies and SMEs. 

Promoting the macro-regional and sea basin approach for the Mediterranean 

Finally, to conclude on the Joint Action Plan of the Bologna Charter 2012 and in view of its 
promising objectives toward encouraging cohesion through a macro-regional and sea basin 
approach for the Mediterranean, one might understand better the stakes standing behind the 
integrated approach that may be necessary to adopt through bilateral cooperation 
agreements and projects in order to address specific issues more efficiently. The signatory 
stakeholders of the Bologna Charter 2012 seem therefore to be leaning toward this trend, 
through which the impact of the role of the Regions can be strengthened, while issues and 
problematics be fleshed out and taken care of jointly toward the promotion of Blue Growth for 
the Med.
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