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Summary 

The Training on Innovation has been organized in Naples, on 25-27 November 2015, in the frame 

of the EC-FP7 funded project MED-SPRING (Work Package 7) in synergy with the EC-H2020 

project MERID, to support networking and cooperation in Research & Innovation in the Euro-

Mediterranean area.  

 

The international event gathered speakers and trainees from 16 Countries: Algeria, Egypt, 

Germany, Jordan, Iran, Iraq, Israeli, Italy, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco, Palestine, Portugal, Slovenia, 

Tunisia and Turkey with the main goal to strengthen capacities to favor innovation both at national 

and international level and build more bridges among academia/research, industry and civil 

society.  

 

The training, conceived as a tool to foster countries’ competitiveness while addressing specific 

societal challenges, was successfully implemented contributing to capacity building and promotion 

of networking and dialogue between EU Member States and Mediterranean and Middle East 

Countries.  
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1. Rationale of the Initiative 
 

The Training on Innovation has been organized in the frame of the EU funded project MED-

SPRING (Work Package 7) in synergy with the capacity building initiatives of the EU funded project 

MERID, to support networking and cooperation in R&I in the Euro-Mediterranean area.  

 

Research and Innovation are among the main assets for increasing countries’ competitiveness 

while addressing specific societal challenges. Cooperation activities and EU funded projects can 

engage European and Mediterranean partner countries in a joint effort to develop specific subject 

areas targeted by innovation.  

 

In this perspective, the overall objectives of the training were the following:   

-strengthening participants’ capacities in R&I cooperation through the improvement of knowledge 

and skills required to promote innovation at institutional level;  

-implementing research and innovation strategies at local and national level,  

-networking for building R&I international partnerships and identifying funding opportunities 

-strengthening capacities for building bridges between academic/research world and the 

entrepreneurial one.  

-Enhancing research results and promoting technology sharing 

 

 

 

2. Venue and Organisation of the Training  
 
The Training on Innovation was held on November, the 25th – 27th, 2015 in Naples – Italy.   

It was carried on in a friendly and comfortable atmosphere at the Hotel Oriente, where the trainers 

and trainees were also lodged.     

 

2.1 MED-SPRING partners involved in the organisation  

Task leader: CNR (Italy) 

Preparatory documentation and drafting the agenda (scientific organisation): CIHEAM/IAMB 

(Italy); CNR (Italy); DLR (Germany). Contribution also from: MHESR (Egypt), as partner of 

MERID project.  

Logistical organisation: CNR (Italy) 

 

2.2 Organization and Participants 

 

Organization: from an organizational point of view the “training on innovation” has been very 

demanding and challenging as it involved two different projects co-funded by European 

Commission (MEDSPRING, 7FP and MERID, H2020) with different consortia and partnerships.  

The synergy between the two projects implied an increase in the number of countries involved: 

Algeria, Egypt, Germany, Jordan, Iran, Iraq, Israeli, Italy, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco, Palestine, 

Portugal, Slovenia, Tunisia and Turkey.  

Four young researchers, whose participation was funded on the EU project MEDMOBIL 

(www.medmobil.eu), were expected to join the training. However, only two were able to participate 

together with the participants from MEDSPRING and MERID project.  

http://www.medmobil.eu/
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Target of the training: officials and experts from the following countries: Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Tunisia, Iran and Iraq.  

 

Participants represented governmental organizations, research institutions and business clusters. 

The agenda and the complete list of participants can be found in the Annex 5.1 and 5.2. 

 

Most of the participants arrived in Naples on the 24th and left on the 27th November, the social 

dinner has been organized on the 26th and included also a city tour by bus as after dinner. 

 

 

 

3. Themes and Issues addressed 
 

The agenda was articulated in specific sessions: 

 

Setting the scenario: to approach the concept of innovation system focusing on some of its 

elements and considering it as a sustainable development approach. 

 

Business/market and innovation: to deal with issues such as new markets, technology transfer, 

Intellectual Property Rights, risk management, building public/private partnerships, concepts of 

incubators, spin-off, etc. To this aim, examples of R&I best practices were provided. 

 

From concept to implementation: to illustrate and discuss EU innovation policies and funding 

opportunities for innovation development with a specific focus on adaptation to Mediterranean and 

Middle East Countries environment and on best practices in MPCs.  

 

Presentation/Discussion on “How to gear public research support towards innovation”: centered on 

the 'funding system', i.e. public policy and its strategies and instruments to support research and 

innovation processes. The session has been focused on expectations and experiences of 

participants, divided according to different points of view of innovation stakeholders: researchers, 

managers of research institutions, business players.  

 

Proposal drafting: to provide important inputs to build partnerships and draft projects proposals 

dealing with Innovation. 

 

Conclusions and follow up: to assess the training, draw first results, provide a follow up to the 

initiative. 

 
With the welcome addresses, Marilena Rossano (CNR) illustrated the rationale of the initiative and 

importance to hold this event in Naples, where CNR established, some decades ago, an Office for 

the Mediterranean and the Middle East and the synergies among different projects. This was also 

underlined by Dejan Hribar (EMUNI), who illustrated the main scope of MERID project and Virginia 

Belsanti (IAMB) who summarized activities and perspectives of MEDSPRING INCONET platform 

and the need to go more and more towards innovation activities to address global and local 

societal challenges.  
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The first session, “setting the scenario”, has been opened by Raniero Chelli talking on the concept 

of innovation. In particular, he gave a definition of the term “innovation”, clarifying why it is so 

important: being a driver of economic and social growth with a possibly strong impact on 

employability. Then he talked about the different types of innovation, the differences between the 

research development and the technology transfer, how innovation results from research, the 

meaning of “social innovation”. Another topic was the sustainable innovation and how the 

development - considered taking care of economical, social and environmental issues - can impact 

on societies.  

 

The second speech of the day was delivered by Barbara Angelini who talked about CNR and its 

strategies for the promotion of research results. In particular she presented a case study, the 

BIOTTASA project aimed at the enhancement, validation and industrial exploitation of research 

results in the field of biotech technologies. 

 

For the “Assessing and managing innovation and innovative ideas in the Mediterranean: criteria, 

indicators and logic of intervention” Mohab Anis presented the services offered by INNOVATY, a 

management training and consulting firm focused on enabling organizations in the Mediterranean 

and Middle East Countries, to recognize the opportunities to achieve their potential growth through 

innovation management. The concept of innovation management was defined on the basis of 

strategy, people and technology. Being the representative of a consulting firm, the presentation 

was mainly focused on practical aspects and examples.  

 

Abdurrahman Türk from Sabanci University, offered an overview of the innovation management in 

Turkey with reference to European framework programs, the services offered by the Istanbul 

Technopark, the Tubitak mentorship project and other tools for the innovation management 

assessment. 

 

Ian Gauci Borda, of the Malta Council for Science and Technology, talked about funding innovation 

in micro-economies with particular attention to the Fusion funding program of the Malta 

Government, a commercialization voucher program based on 3 stages covering up to a six months 

period and €18.000 and that can lead to a technology development funding of up to €200.000. 

 

The second session, “business/market and innovation”, was opened by Francesco Donadio who, 

starting from an overview of the assets and criticality of innovation areas in the Euro-Mediterranean 

countries, presented international cooperation in H2020 as well as the importance of bilateral 

agreements among different countries as a way to foster networking and enhance human capacity. 

He illustrated the international patent system and the WIPO Pilot Project – Assisting Member 

States to Create an Adequate Innovation Infrastructure to Support University – Industry 

Collaboration. 

 

In his presentation, Andreas Sutholf focused on methods and instruments to facilitate market 

dissemination of R&D project results. Some case studies were provided. In particular, he started 

from the facilities and measures required to improve the innovation process, passed through the 

role of governmental strategies and the relevance of R&D cooperation for MPC to conclude with 

possible elements in R&D programming. 
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Alessandro Sannino made a very lively presentation of his experience as an academic start-upper, 

focusing on the use and the adaptation of his discovery to reach different market needs and how a 

market “failure” is only a step along the path for success. He illustrated some innovative materials 

triggering participants to develop with him possible ways to success, pointing out the role of the 
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evaluated mostly on publications, instead than on the capacity for knowledge transfer; the scarce 

flexibility of the higher education system, that is not ready and often not “equipped” to capture the 

need of social and economic innovation; the importance to have specific units in research centers 

or, sometime, at the Ministry of Higher Education and Innovation to bridge academia and the 

entrepreneurial world; the role of global companies that, in some countries, are compared with an 

economic environment made up – above all – of small and medium sized enterprises in other 

nations.   

 

 

The fifth session on the 27th November was opened by Davide Meinero. He talked about 

technological, economic and ethical issues in R&I of smart industries or what he calls “The Fourth 

Industrial Revolution”, a collective term embracing the developments in manufacturing and 

production resulting from technology developments such as cyber-physical systems and the 

Internet of Things. Due to the growing linkages between the physical and digital worlds the 

European industrial system is rapidly changing. The scenario presented shows, beside the 

advantages in terms of waste and energy reduction, that new technologies are going to give to the 

consumers a higher stake in determining the new products, thus leading to a revolutionary change 

in the relationship between the citizens/consumers and the industrial sector. Also, in order to 

increase effectiveness, technological and economic innovation must go hand in hand with social 

innovation; companies can play a key role in promoting not only economic and technological 

innovation, but also social innovation. 

 

Leonardo Piccinetti closed the training activities with a very practical presentation on “proposal 

drafting” dealing with innovation. He focused his intervention on seven main points: 1. Main 

principles of H2020; 2. Type of actions; 3. Evaluation principles; 4. Before you start…tips and 

lessons learnt; 5. Frequent mishaps; 6. Where to find information; 7. Understanding Innovation 

process in H2020 proposal. 

 

At the end of the meeting a questionnaire for training assessment was distributed among the 

participants (see annex 5.3). The results are illustrated, together with the main outcomes of the 

training, in section 4.  

 

 
 
 
4. Main outcomes and follow-up 
 

On the basis of the presentations made and of the discussion, participants declared to have met 

their expectations considering the training objectives. 

In particular, they acknowledged that the problems they find in their own country are similar to the 

ones in most of the European and Mediterranean countries and that this can be turned into an 

opportunity for working together to reach common objectives and suggest similar 

recommendations to the policy makers.  
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Hereinafter there are some of the most recurrent comments/recommendations:   

 

-it is important to change the evaluation systems of researchers’ career in 

Universities, considering not only publications but also the impact they can have on 

market needs and society requirements; 

-the role and the spread of innovation is related to the national aptitude toward 

integrated sustainable system formed by academia/research, society, industry; 

-young researchers and young entrepreneurs have a key role in the innovation 

processes; 

-innovative societies require a deep, continuous involvement of civil society and 

stakeholders; 

-there are no market needs without citizens: it’s to them and to their necessities that 

innovation (technological, social, etc) should respond. 

 

Most of the participants underlined the importance to have a follow up of the initiative, aimed at 

building partnerships, but also to exchange more information on the following subject issues:   

-how to manage techno-parks or technology parks;  

-how to raise awareness among policy-makers so that they can provide more incentives to 

innovation;  

-how to foster cluster development taking care of innovation management; 

-how to assess innovative subjects and develop a standard innovation index.  

 

The results from the evaluation forms (see the questionnaire distributed in the annex 5.3) as well 

as the active participation of trainees who enriched the debate and showed a real interest in the 

subjects presented by the speakers, strongly encourage the organization of a second edition of the 

training and to keep a network on innovation issues.   

 

The table below shows some of the evaluation results, related to the questions including an 

evaluation grid: 

 

  score 

Questions on: 

1 

(low) 

2 

(low) 

3 

(medium) 

4 

(high) 

5 

(high) 

1.Training objectives achieved - 1 3 9 3 

2.Organization  - 

 

1 3 12 

3. General level of speakers - 1 2 9 4 

 



  
 

 

   
 

5. Annexes 

5.1 Agenda 

 

 

Training on Innovation  
Date: 25-27 November 2015 

Venue: Grand Hotel Oriente, Naples - Italy 

 

 

Agenda 

 

25 November 2015  

 
 

9:00–9:45 
 

Welcome Addresses 
CNR – M. Rossano 

EMUNI – D. Hribar 

DLR – R. Hermann 

 

 

9:45–13:00 
 

Session 1 - Setting the scenario 
This session will approach the concept of innovation system focusing on some of 

its elements and considering it as a sustainable development approach. 

 

  9:45–10:30  Innovation system and sustainability (definition of sustainability 

and types of innovation) 

 R. Chelli, UNIMED - Italy 

 

10:30–11:00 Collaborative Research and innovation: a New Model for the 

Future 
 B. Angelini, CNR-TTO - Italy 

 

  

11:00-11:30  Coffee break 

 

  

11:30–12:30 Assessing and managing innovation and innovative ideas in the 

Mediterranean: criteria, indicators, logic of intervention 
M. Anis, INNOVETY - Egypt 

A. Turk, TUBITAK - Turkey 

 

12:30–13:00 Funding innovation in micro-economies  
 I. Gauci Borda, MCST - Malta 

 

 

13:00–14:30  
 

Lunch  

 



  
 

 

   
 

 

14:30–18:00 
 

Session 2 - Business/market and innovation  
The session will deal with issues such as new markets, technology transfer, 

Intellectual Property Rights, risk management, building public/private 

partnerships, concepts of incubators, spin-off, etc. To this aim, examples of R&I 

best practices will be provided. 

 

14:30–15:00 Innovation & TT in the Euro-Mediterranean area: some 

perspectives   
 F.S. Donadio, CNR- Office for European and International 

Relations (UREI) - IPR Task Force - Italy 

 

15:00–15:30 Innovative sustainability solutions: facilitating implementation & 

market dissemination of R&D project results  

A.Suthhof, DLR – Germany 

 

15:30–16:00 My experience as an Academic Start-upper 

 A. Sannino, Gelesis Inc. - Boston Mass - USA 

 

16:00–16:30 End-of-life materials: from research to application 

 M. Malinconico, CNR – IPT - Italy 

 

  

16:30–17:00 Coffee break 

 

  

17:00–18:00 Discussion on transferable elements as well as modes of adaptation 

of innovation approaches to MENA countries 
 Facilitator: Z. El-Sadr, MHESR - Egypt 

 

  

20:00  Social Dinner  

 

 

 

26 November 2015  

 
 

9:00–13:00 
 

Session 3 - From concept to implementation 

During this session participants will draw lessons from the previous day 

presentations. EU innovation policies and funding opportunities for innovation 

development will be presented keeping a focus on adaptation to MPCs. Some 

financial instruments will be explored. 

 

 9:00–10:00  EU innovation policies and funding 

 R. Chelli, UNIMED - Italy  

 

10:00–11:00 Working group: drawing lessons learnt (role of governance, ICT, 

IPR, funding, skills, actors, indicators). Trainees will provide an 

outline of the first day session 

Facilitator: V. Belsanti, CIHEAM-Bari - Italy 



  
 

 

   
 

  

11:00–11:30 Coffee break 

 

  

11:30–13:00  Innovation in Mediterranean countries 

- L. Boussemi, CERTE - Tunisia 

- R. Tantawi, TIEC - Egypt 

 

13:00–14:30  
 

Lunch  

 

 

14:30–18:00 
 

Session 4: Presentation/Discussion: How to gear public research support 

towards innovation? 

Centered around the 'funding system', i.e. on public policy and its strategies and 

instruments to support research and innovation processes, this session consists of 

a presentation of about 30 minutes inviting the other innovation stakeholder 

groups (researchers, managers of research institutions, business players) to 

embark on a discussion on how the innovation systems of MPC could be 

optimised towards this direction. 

R. Hermann, A. Suthhof, DLR – Germany 

 
 

 

27 November 2015  

 
 

9:00–12:30 
 

Session 5: Proposal drafting – Presentation of a call  

The session will provide some inputs to build partnership and draft projects 

proposals dealing with Innovation. 

 

 9:00–10:00  Technological, Economic and Ethical Issues in R&I  

D. Meinero, I&D Consulting – Belgium 

 

10:00–11:00 Proposal drafting – Presentation of a call 

L. Piccinetti, EfB - UK 

 

  

11:00–11:30  Coffee break 

 

  

11:30–12:30 Proposal drafting – Presentation of a call 

L. Piccinetti, EfB - UK 

 

 

12:30–13:00 

 

Session 6: Conclusions and follow up 

Presentation of some results, discussion and concluding remarks 

M. Rossano, CNR-UREI - Italy 

 

 

13:00–14:30  
 

Lunch  

 



  
 

 

   
 

5.2 List of participants 

 

NAME ISTITUTION COUNTRY CONTACT 

 
Abdurrahman Turk 
 

Tubitak 
 

Turkey 
 

turk@sabanciuniv.edu 
 

 
Alessandro Sannino 
 

UniSalento 
 

Italy 
 

alessandro.sannino@unisalento.it 
 

 
Ali  Alaeddine 
 

 AUL University 
 

Lebanon 
 

 ali.alaeddine@isae.edu.lb 
 

 
Ali Maqousi 
 

 Petra University 
 

Jordan 
 

amaqousi@uop.edu.jo  
 

 
Amir Nazemi 
 

NRISP 
 

Iran 
 

amirnazemy@gmail.com 
 

 
Andreas Suthhof 
 

DLR 
 

Germany 
 

Andreas.Suthhof@dlr.de 
 

 
Anwar Zakaria  Hmeidat 
 

Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education  
 

Palestine 
 

anwartarifi@yahoo.com 
 

 
Barbara Angelini 
 

CNR 
 

Italy 
 

barbara.angelini@cnr.it 
 

 
Besma Ben Mesbeh 
 

Directorate of 
Research Valorization 
 

Tunisia 
 

bbenmesbeh@yahoo.com 
 

 
Davide Meinero 
 

I&d Consulting 
 

Belgium 
 

d.meinero@idconsulting.be 
 

 
Dejan Hribar 
 

Emuni 
 

Slovenia 
 

dejan@emuni.si 
 

 
Emanuele Fiore 
 

CNR 
 

Italy 
 

emanuele.fiore@cnr.it 
 

 
Fadia Homeidan 
 

Centre for Research 
and Innovation 
 

Lebanon 
 

fh01@aub.edu.lb 
 

 
Fatima Zaoui 
 

Mohammed V  
University 

Morocco 
 

f.zaoui@um5s.net.ma 
 

 
Francesco Donadio 
 

CNR 
 

Italy 
 

francescosaverio.donadio@cnr.it 
 

Hani Qusa 
University College of 
Applied Sciences 

Palestine 
 

hqusa@ucas.edu.ps 
 

mailto:turk@sabanciuniv.edu
mailto:alessandro.sannino@unisalento.it
mailto:ali.alaeddine@isae.edu.lb
mailto:amaqousi@uop.edu.jo
mailto:amirnazemy@gmail.com
mailto:Andreas.Suthhof@dlr.de
mailto:anwartarifi@yahoo.com
mailto:anwartarifi@yahoo.com
mailto:barbara.angelini@cnr.it
mailto:bbenmesbeh@yahoo.com
mailto:d.meinero@idconsulting.be
mailto:dejan@emuni.si
mailto:emanuele.fiore@cnr.it
mailto:fh01@aub.edu.lb
mailto:f.zaoui@um5s.net.ma
mailto:f.zaoui@um5s.net.ma
mailto:francescosaverio.donadio@cnr.it
https://webmail.cnr.it/webmail/imp/dynamic.php?page=mailbox


  
 

 

   
 

 
Ian Gauci Borda 
 

MCST 
 

Malta 
 

ian.a.gauci-borda@gov.mt 
 

 
Imad Odeh 
 

AlQuds University  
 

Palestine 
 

odehim@science.alquds.edu    

 
Khuloud Khayyat Dajani 
 

AlQuds University  
 

Palestine 
 

 
khuloudkdajani@gmail.com 
 

 
Latifa Boussemi 
 

CERTE 
 

Tunisia 
 

latifa.bousselmi@certe.rnrt.tn 
 

 
Leonardo Piccinetti 
 

EFB 
 

UK 
 

l.piccinetti@gmail.com 
 

 
Maha AL-Ogaili 
 

 Ministry of science 
and technology 

Iraq gmskmost@yahoo.com 

 
Maha Hammami 
Mansouri 
 

General Directorate of 
Research Valorization 

Tunisia hammamimaha2@yahoo.fr 

 
Marilena Rossano  
 

CNR 
 

 
Italy marilena.rossano@cnr.it 

 

 
Mario Malinconico 
 

CNR 
 

Italy 
mario.malinconico@cnr.it 
 

 
May Ammar 
 

Technology Transfer 
  

Lebanon 
 

ma117@aub.edu.lb 
 

 
Mehdi Gaham 
 
 

Advanced Technology 
Development Center 
 

Algeria 
 

mgaham@cdta.dz 
 

 
Mehdi Mohammadi 
 

Vice-Presidency for 
Science & Technology 

Iran 
 

mohammadi.mehdi@gmail.com  
 

 
Mohab Anis 
 

Innovety 
 

Egypt 
 

manis@innovety.com 
 

 
Mohamed El-Fawakhry 
 

CMRDI 
 

Egypt 
 

Abdrabu1979kamal@yahoo.com  
 

 
Mohammad Irshaidat 
 

Jordan University of 
Science and 
Technology 

Jordan 
 

mrirshidat@just.edu.jo 
 

 
Noureddine 
Hamamouch 
 

 
Sultan MoulaySlimane 
University 
 
 

 
Morocco 
 

 
hamamouch@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:ian.a.gauci-borda@gov.mt
mailto:odehim@science.alquds.edu%20�
mailto:khuloudkdajani@gmail.com
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mailto:marilena.rossano@cnr.it
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Ralf  Hermann 
 

 
DLR 
 

 
Germany 
 

 
Ralf.Hermann@dlr.de 
 

 
Raniero Chelli 
 

UNIMED 
 

Italy 
raniero.chelli@gmail.com 
 

 
Rasha Tantawi 
 

TIEC 
 

Egypt 
 

rtantawy@tiec.gov.eg 
 

 
Reem Awad 
 

MEHSR 
 

Egypt 
 

reem.a.awad@gmail.com 
 

Rim Saied 
 

General Directorate of 
Research Valorization 
 

Tunisia 
 

s.ramrouma@yahoo.fr 
 

Saad AL-Khfaji 
 

Ministry of Science 
and Technology 
 

Iraq 
 

saad_sn10@yahoo.com 
 

Shahira El-Mosalamy 
 

City of Scientific 
Research and 
Technological 
Applications 

Egypt 
 

elmoslamygroup@yahoo.com 
 

 
Simona De Luca 
 

CNR 
 

 
Italy simona.deluca@cnr.it 

 

Vered Ariel-Nahari 
The Israel-Europe 
R&D Directorate 

Israel 
vered@iserd.org.il 
 

 
Victor Silva 
 

FCT 
 

Portugal 
 

Victor.Silva@fct.pt 
 

 
Virginia Belsanti 
 

IAMB  
 

Italy 
belsanti@iasm.it 
 

 
Yacine Belarbi 
 

CREAD 
 

Algeria 
 

belarbiyacine@yahoo.fr 
 

 
Zeinab El-Sadr 
 

MEHSR 
 

Egypt 
 

zelsadr@rdi.eg.net 
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5.3 Questionnaire for training assessment 

Training on Innovation 
25-27November 2015 

Naples (Italy) 
Dear participant, 

We ask you to answer to a very few questions in order to better assess the training results. 

The satisfactory scale runs from 0 to 5, where 0 is the less satisfactory and 5 is the maximum achievement 

1) How much do you find that the training objectives have been achieved? 

   0   1 2        3         4       5 

      

  

2) How do you find the preparatory organization? 

   0   1 2        3         4       5 

      

 

3) How do you find the general level of speakers? 

   0   1 2        3         4       5 

      

 
4) Which subject (s) do you find better matched the training objectives? 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

5) If a new edition of the training would be organized, which subject do you suggest to introduce? 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6) Any other comment… 
 

  



  
 

 

   
 

5.4 PHOTO GALLERY 
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