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Summary 

The aim of the Task 5.4 is to organize brokerage-venturing events for innovation on selected 
societal challenges (water, food and energy) in MPCs. The brokerage aims at supporting the 
creation of partnerships and critical mass of local/regional idea-carriers and young 
entrepreneurs with potential investors in the region, favouring positive feedbacks on the 
creation of innovative start-ups opportunities, especially for youth.  

In the present deliverable, the process to develop and implement the 2nd Brokerage and 
venturing event is summarized. The fundamental support of MedSpring Agora made possible 
to involve young researchers/entrepreneurs as idea-carriers, accompanying them from the 
selection of projects/start-ups ideas toward the face-to-face meetings with potential investors.  

The gratifying results and very positive feedbacks encourage us to insist on this way.  
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1. Introduction 

Within the framework of MedSpring project, MHESR (Egypt), DLR (Germany), CIHEAM-
IAMB - CIHEAM (Italy), ANIMA Investment Network (France) and MCST (Malta) organized 
the 2nd MedSpring Brokerage and Venturing event on Research and Innovation. For two days 
(25th - 26thFebruary 2015) 20 Mediterranean young entrepreneurs and researchers gathered 
together in Berlin to present their innovative ideas and had the opportunity to find a way to 
concretize them by attracting financial as well as technical and networking support. 
MedSpring project financially supported 11 selected idea carriers (some of them already 
participated to the 1st brokerage event in Cairo (2014). Additional participants (9 idea 
carriers) were funded by BILAT projects from Egypt (SHERACA), Tunisia (FETRIC) and 
Jordan (SRTD).  

More than 100 people participated in the event; among them: Cluster managers from MPCs, 
investors/partners from EU MS/AC and MPC, investors/partners from Germany (e.g. KfW, 
Fraunhofer Society), Foundations active in the region (e.g. AGYA foundation), investors from 
other EU MS, selected German clusters according to the thematic focus (e.g. water, food, 
energy clusters). 

Furthermore, a large part of MedSPring partners who were already present in the Annual 
Meeting, also attended the brokerage event. 

Each idea-carrier had an opportunity to engage in fruitful discussion with more than 17 
potential collaborators and partners for investment or technical and scientific support.  

This Brokerage Event represented an important matching opportunity between the supply 
and demand for enhancing innovation expressed by private companies, SMEs, universities 
and research institutions and it was aimed at developing partnerships as well as joint 
participation in research projects.  

2. Rationale and Methodological Background 
The new European Research Framework Programme “Horizon 2020” will run from 2014 to 
2020 with the objective to implement research and innovation and support building Europe's 
global competitiveness and create new growth and jobs in Europe. H2020 objectives will be 
pursued in accordance with the main principles of the Innovation Union 
(http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm), particularly: 

 Strengthening the EU’s position in science by boosting top-level research in Europe. 

 Strengthening industrial leadership in innovation including major investment in key 
technologies, while ensuring access to capital and support for SMEs. 

 Addressing major concerns such as climate change, developing sustainable transport 
and mobility, making renewable energy more affordable, ensuring food safety and 
security or coping with the challenge of an ageing population.  

Horizon 2020 will tackle societal challenges with the aim of bridging the gap between 
research and the market and helping innovative enterprises and entrepreneurs to develop 
their technological breakthroughs into viable products with tangible commercial potential.  
Highly competitive research platforms need to be developed with high result valorization, as 
well as enhancing partnerships among researchers, private entrepreneurs, civil society and 
institutions to bring together different knowledge, capacities and resources, in order to 
support this approach. 

International cooperation has immense potential in playing a proactive and pivotal role in 
achieving the H2020’s main goals as well as to contribute to European external policies, like 
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the European Neighborhood Policy, particularly when addressing the most relevant societal 
challenges in the Mediterranean region.  

More specifically, MedSpring has identified three major challenges for strengthening Euro-
Mediterranean cooperation on research and innovation:  
 Resources efficiency (particularly water) 
 High quality affordable food  
 Energy. 

Brokerage event and main objectives  

Building on the 1st Brokerage event in Cairo in February 2014, the 2nd brokerage and 
venturing for innovation aimed at facilitating bridging between research and innovation 
through the creation of private-public and research-enterprise partnerships. It also aimed at 
activating actors of entrepreneurship in the host region, helping them to enhance clustering 
for innovation involving young entrepreneurs from the Mediterranean Partner Countries 
(MPCs). In order to ensure continuity and coherence with the 1st brokerage event, idea 
carriers and ideas pitched at the Cairo event were addressed again, among others. 
European institutions and organizations, including the European Commission, were involved 
to enhance synergies and identify actions supporting innovation through H2020 and other 
programmes (e.g. ENPI). 

The main objective of this exercise was to increase the opportunities to establish new 
profitable contacts and offer participants a platform to: 

 Share knowledge, particularly research knowledge 
 Promote their technologies and experiences 
 Acknowledge the most innovative solutions 
 Develop cross-regional technological, commercial or research partnerships. 

The brokerage aimed at initiating partnerships and forming a critical mass of European 
stakeholders – with particular emphasis on the German capital region – working together 
with partners (entrepreneurs, researchers, clusters, idea carriers) in the Southern and 
Eastern Mediterranean region. The brokerage event stimulated the participation of 
representatives of identified innovation clusters as well as ideas carriers from other European 
countries. Existing regional networks or cluster initiatives were also involved in the event to 
help triggering local to regional commercial-technology partnerships. 

The main approach was built upon:  

• Sustainable cooperation: through cooperation between science, industry, public 
sector. 

• Integrative approach:  research, innovation and education. 

• Cluster policies as an instrument to foster cooperation between stakeholders. 

• “Cluster to cluster brokerages” in order to generate a leverage effect 

The advantages of the above approach are: 

• Enhance leverage effect 

• Enables sustainability of innovation ideas / initiatives 

• Ability to reach critical mass 

• Building on MedSpring Task 5.2 (Cluster Analysis) where offers and requests for 
venturing and cooperation have been identified. 

From the practical point of view, the Brokerage Event consisted of a series of informal bi-
multilateral meetings, lasting approximately 15 minutes each.  
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In addition to the direct encounter and exchange between participants, an on-line brokerage 
event was planned in order to address a wider group of potential partners. A registration tool 
for the on-line brokerage was opened on the MedSpring Agora. Nevertheless due to the very 
limited number of registrations the on-line brokerage was cancelled.  

Proposed structure and timeframe 

Since July 2014, contacts were held between CIHEAM-IAMB and DLR to organize the 2nd 
brokerage and venturing for innovation. The event’s rationale was prepared on October 
2014. Clusters managers identified by means of the cluster analysis (Task 5.2) were to 
participate in the event. In order to ensure continuity and coherence with the 1st brokerage 
event, the invited idea carriers were the ones addressed and pitched by the first 
MEDSPRING brokerage event. 20 idea-carriers were selected as follows: 11 already invited 
on Cairo event in 2014, 9 funded by RDI Egypt, by FETRIC Tunisia as well as by SRTD II 
Jordan. An on-line coaching of idea-carriers was ensured, through the support of a group of 
professional coaches (ANIMA, DLR, MHESR, MCST) (Table 1). 

Table 1 –List of the members of Coaching Group 

Name of Coach Country Institution 
CHIARA MORINI (F) ITALY CIHEAM-IAMB 
DIANA SPITERI (F) MALTA MCST 
PAKINAM YEHIA IDRIS EGYPT MHESR 
AMINA ZIANE-CHERIF (F) FRANCE ANIMA 
OLIVER RHODE (M) 
RALF HERMANN (M) 

GERMANY DLR 

European institutions and organizations, including the EC, have been involved to enhance 
synergies and identify actions supporting innovation through H2020 and other programmes 
(e.g. ENPI). 
The event organization/implementation followed the steps and timing below:  
 

 

Figure 1 – Step-by-step process toward the brokerage event 
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a) Preparation of Concept Note and Rationale. 
Since July 2014, contacts were held between CIHEAM-IAMB and DLR to organize the 2nd 
brokerage and venturing for innovation. Several virtual meetings were held among involved 
partners to define the event structure, the typology of people to be invited as well as others 
logistical aspects. The event was held back-to-back with the Annual Meeting of the 
MedSpring General Assembly (Berlin, 23-24 February 2015). The event’s rationale was 
prepared and circulated among partners since October 2014. 

b) Selection of Idea-carriers. 
The selected Idea carriers were 20, coming from different Mediterranean countries (Egypt, 
Tunisia, Jordan, Morocco and Palestine,) as well as from European and non-European 
Countries (Italy, France, Norway, Netherland and Canada). 
Eight of the selected idea-carriers have already participated in the 1st brokerage event 
(Cairo, 12-13 February 2014); additional nine participants were supported by the BILAT 
projects from Egypt (SHERACA), Tunisia (FETRIC), Jordan (SRTD); other three were 
partially funded by CIHEAM Projects. 
 
In the following figure the distribution of idea-carriers per Country. 
 
 

Figure 2 – Distribution of Idea-carriers per Country 

All the sectors of activity (resources efficiency, high quality affordable food, energy, others) 
were equally represented, even with a slight prevalence of food-oriented projects/ideas. Most 
variation was in the projects falling into category “Others”: health (60%) green technology, 
urban services (20%). Obviously more than one sector was allowed. 
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Figure 3 – Distribution of idea-carriers per sector of activity (more than one were allowed) 

The project ideas were also briefly presented on the Agora 
(http://agora.medspring.eu/en/content/brokerage-event-selected-expressions-interest) as 
well as on the project website (http://www.medspring.eu/event/med-spring-2nd-euro-
mediterranean-brokerage-and-venturing-event-research-and-innovation). 

The final list of selected projects (see Table 1) was published on the project website and 
communicated by mail to the participants on 30th January 2015. 

Table 2 – The final list of invited idea-carriers 

No.  Title of Project  Sector  Country  Institution 

1  WE DELIVER TASTE  FOOD 
THE 

NETHERLAND/GREECE 
We Deliver Taste 
(www.wedelivertaste.com)  

2 

Optimum  Utilization  of 
Hybrid Advanced Wave and 
Wind Energy  for  Innovative 
Sustainable  Power 
Generation  and  Sea Water 
Desalination  for  Clean 
Environment 

ENERGY/ 
WATER 

EGYPT 
Blue Power Company (BPC) 
(www.bluepower‐int.com)  

3  LAND2LEND  FOOD  ITALY  LAND2LEND 

4 

Production  of  organic 
cactus  soap:  penetrating 
the  local  market  using 
locally  produced  organic 
cactus soap 

FOOD/ 
HEALTH 

JORDAN 
The National Center for Research and 
Development 
(www.ncrd.gov.jo)  

5 

Development  of  Sensitive 
Methods  for  the  Detection 
Active  Bacteria  in  Water 
using Nano‐biotechnology  

WATER  TUNISA 
Water Research and Technologies Center 
(CERTE) (http://www.certe.rnrt.tn/)  

6  Roof Top Gardening  FOOD  CANADA/PALESTINE 
REFUTREES 
(www.refutrees.org)  
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No.  Title of Project  Sector  Country  Institution 

7  Machine for Raising Water   WATER  PALESTINE 
Audeh Ltd.  
(www.josephaudeh.com)  

8 
Sanification  of  legumes 
from pests by microwave 

FOOD  ITALY 
EMitech srl 
(http://www.emitech.it/en/default.aspx)  

9 

Smart,  Innovative  and 
economic  storage of wheat 
and  other  grains  in  Egypt 
and Africa 

FOOD  EGYPT 
IT&M 
International Trade and Marketing 
(http://www.itm.com.eg/)  

10 

NRJBat:  a  Software  as  a 
Service  for  energy 
professionals — even those 
with limited resources — to 
help  reduce  energy 
consumption. 

ENERGY  TUNISIA  Energie BAT 

11  SBskin   ENERGY  ITALY 
Smart Building Skin s.r.l.  
(www.sbskin.it)  

12 

Drawer  Compacted  Sand 
Filter:  innovative  and 
cutting‐edge  greywater 
treatment  unit  to  achieve 
food security amongst poor 
urban communities 

WATER  JORDAN 
Royal Scientific Society 
(http://www.rss.jo/)  

13 

Innovation  functional 
mixtures  flower  recipes  for 
production  of  free  gluten 
and  low  phenylalanine 
bakery  especially  for 
sensitivity patient 

FOOD  JORDAN 
Food research center 
(www.facts‐center.com)  

14 
Innovative  Food 
Supplements  for  elder  and 
children 

HEALTH  EGYPT 
Health Tech for Integrated Health Solutions 
(http://www.ricencare.com/)  

15 

San‐cyclone:  Wastewater 
Treatment  using 
Hydrocyclone  unit  (mobile 
unit) in Low cost 

WATER  EGYPT  Faculty of Engineering – Assiut University 

16  SAHARA FOREST PROJECT  FOOD  NORWAY/JORDAN/QATAR 
Sahara Forest Project AS 
(www.saharaforestproject.com)  

17  CITIZEN FARM (ZEBULAIT)  FOOD  FRANCE  ZEBULAIT 

18  Vitalight Lab  FOOD  TUNISIA 
PDG  VITALIGHT LAB  
Biotechnpole de Sidi Thabet 

19  Apiculture  FOOD  TUNISIA  IRIS Technologies 

20 
High  Atlas  Agriculture  and 
Artisinal (HA3) 

OTHER  MOROCCO 
High Atlas Agriculture and Artisanal (HA3) 
(http://www.highatlas.org/blogs/456)  

 



Reports on brokerage venturing for innovation  Grant Agreement nº 311780 

10 

 

 
c) Opening of registration to the event on the brokerage platform 

The management of the registration system for the event as well as the uploading of 
participant profiles (as individual or groups), was made possible through the online tool Pt-
Partnering (http://partnering.pt-dlr.de), provided by DLR. Registration for the event opened in 
January 2015. 

Participants were allowed to submit a short profile stating what they are offering or looking 
for, as well as one or more co-operation profiles describing products or services, and 
specifying if the type of collaboration sought: i) technological, ii) commercial or iii) research 
cooperation. 

Each registered participant was able to see the profiles of the other participants, select the 
cooperation partners of interest and select them for bi-lateral or informal group meetings.  

d) Definition of event Agenda, identification of potential investors, invitation of 
selected participants 

DLR was in charge of defining event location, logistical aspects and the overall coordination 
of the event - this was done in close collaboration with other MedSpring partners (MHESR, 
MCST, ANIMA) and the project Coordination Staff (CIHEAM-IAMB). 
Tech-driven enterprises, SMEs and other relevant private actors were involved in the event. 
These actors were also identified among start-ups/companies/SMEs mapped in cluster 
analysis carried out by the MedSpring partner DLR or among members of relevant networks 
(i.e.: ANIMA network of Mediterranean investors, S-COM) or identified by MedSpring local 
partners or other organizations. 
Representatives of key-actors involved in stimulating R&I at EU-Mediterranean level 
attended the meeting. Among the others:  the Arab-German Young Academy of Sciences 
and Humanities (AGYA, Germany) and of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD), the Federal Ministry of Education and research (BMBF, Germany), 
the VDI Technologiezentrum GmbH (VDI-TZ, Germany) as well as some MedSpring partners 
involved in national R&I programs and clusters policies (DLR, Germany; STDF, Egypt; 
MoPIC, Jordan and MHESR, Tunisia). 
Investors from MPCs & EU MS (i.e. the Fraunhofer Society, Germany; Mediterranean 
Business Angels Network; ANIMA Network, France and SEED – Promoting 
Entrepreneurship for Sustainable Development, UN) were also invited to present their 
international cooperation activities together with some regional innovation clusters (METU 
Technopark from Turkey; Water Science Alliance and IDE Institute for Decentralised Energy 
Technologies from Germany). 
The final version of the Agenda is reported in Annex 1. 

e) Structure of the event  

The 2-days event included: 

 Two interesting keynote speeches held by representatives of Arab-German Young 
Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA, Germany) and of the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).  

 A session on “Policy Approaches for Research and Innovation” followed by 
presentations of the main actors involved in stimulating R&I at EU-Mediterranean 
level. Among them were the Federal Ministry of Education and research (BMBF, 
Germany), the VDI Technologiezentrum GmbH (VDI-TZ, Germany) as well as some 
MedSpring partners involved in national R&I programs and clusters policies: DLR 
(Germany), STDF (Egypt), MoPIC (Jordan) and MHESR (Tunisia). Those actors were 
involved in a panel discussion.  



Reports on brokerage venturing for innovation  Grant Agreement nº 311780 

11 

 

 In the session: « Supporting and bringing innovative ideas to the market » some 
examples from EU and MPCs were presented. Investors from MPCs & EU MS like 
the Fraunhofer Society (Germany), Mediterranean Business Angels Network, ANIMA 
Network (France) and SEED – Promoting Entrepreneurship for Sustainable 
Development (UN) presented their international cooperation activities. After this 
session regional innovation clusters (METU Technopark from Turkey; Water Science 
Alliance and IDE Institute for Decentralised Energy Technologies from Germany) 
shortly presented their activities. 

 Pitch presentations by start-ups: the idea-carriers briefly presented their projects by 
using a pre-established format.  

 Bi- and multilateral informal meetings: these were individual a/o groups meetings 
where idea-carriers had the opportunity to meet face-to-face with their potential 
partners and discuss on opportunities for cooperation partnership, investment and 
fund raising. This session was based on a matchmaking event - a quick and easy way 
to meet potential cooperation partners. People met and discussed briefly (15’).  

 On-site brokerage/study tour to Adlershof Technology Park. 

Almost the entire event (lectures and pitch presentations) was live-streamed via the 
MedSpring Agora to allow participation and interaction with the civil society 
(http://agora.medspring.eu/en/content/brokerage-event-berlin-livestreaming). 
After collecting authorizations, almost all the presentations (of invited speakers and idea-
carriers) were uploaded on the project website (http://www.medspring.eu/event/med-spring-
2nd-euro-mediterranean-brokerage-and-venturing-event-research-and-innovation ). 

f) Feedback. 

An Event Evaluation Form (Annex 3) was prepared and distributed during the event to all 
registered participants and it was also circulated (by email) just after the event to the 
participants (idea carriers, experts). Results and outcomes are reported in the chapter 3. 
Results of the survey and some comments are reported into an info graphic posted on the 
AGORA (http://agora.medspring.eu/en/content/2nd-brokerage-event-feedback).  
Flash reports/photo-gallery/storify/video on the brokerage events results were prepared by S-
Com and disseminated through the Project’s Facebook page and the Agora.  
http://agora.medspring.eu/en/content/cairo-berlin-2nd-brokerage-event  
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.435782136574660.1073741831.137898833029
660&type=3 
http://agora.medspring.eu/en/content/brokerage-event-berlin-storify  
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3. Statistics on participants, Event evaluation  
Participants per country 

The 2-day event was attended by 102 participants (Annex 2). The majority of the participants 
came from Egypt and Germany (20% and 16% respectively). Other countries (Italy, Jordan, 
Tunisia, France, Greece, Morocco, Palestine, Algeria, Spain, Turkey, Belgium, Lebanon, 
Cyprus, Poland, Israel, Czechia, Malta and Portugal) made up the remaining 64% (Figure 4). 
Furthermore a large part of MedSPring partners, already involved in the Annual Meeting, 
also attended to the brokerage event. 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

EG DE IT JO TN FR GR OTH MO PS DZ ES TU BE LB CY PL IL CZ MT PT

Participants per country

others

ideacarriers

 

Figure 4 – Number of participants per Country 

Participants per organization type 

In accordance with the categories of organizations, the majority of the participants belong to 
Research Centres and University (40%), followed by Governmental Agencies (18%) and 
NGOs (9%). Other types, not falling into the above mentioned categories, amounts to 33%.  

40%
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university/research centre Governamental other NGO

 

Figure 5 – Participants (%) per organization type 
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Areas of activities 

The most represented sectors of activities were Agri-food and Water. Clearly, the same 
company may belong to more than one sector of activity. Others sectors (e.g. Health, ICT) 
were also well represented (Figure 6). 

8%

21%

12%

59%

participants per sectors

ENERGY FOOD WATER OTHER

 

Figure 6 – Sectors of activities (more than one choice was possible)  

Event evaluation 

A feedback form was published on the event site as well as sent by mail to participants 
(Annex 3). 

Accordingly with such from, some different indicators were estimated in order to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the event. 

Overall satisfaction 

Most of the participants evaluated the rate of the operation between “very good” and 
“excellent”. 

Meetings and Contacts 

Some questions were asked to evaluate the meetings (formal and informal) held during the 
two-day event. The average number of meetings was over 17 meetings/participant, having 
individual values ranging from 3 to 50. The average number of meetings was higher than the 
previous brokerage event (10.2 meetings/participants). The questions also referred to the 
contacts which will be further followed-up and the promising contacts which each idea-carrier 
had. Even in this case the figures for the “number of promising contacts” (7.0) and “number 
of contacts to be followed-up” (5.7) were higher than the 1st event (where the values were 4.0 

 

Figure 7 – Overall satisfaction rate for the brokerage event (upon 21 questionnaires) 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1.a ‐ excellent

1.b ‐ very good

1.c ‐ good

1.d ‐ satisfactory

1.e ‐ poor



Reports on brokerage venturing for innovation  Grant Agreement nº 311780 

14 

 

and 4.3 respectively); they demonstrate that each idea-carrier was able to find new possible 
leads through this event.  

 

Figure 8 – Number of meetings and contacts for the brokerage event (upon 21 questionnaires) 

The proposed questionnaire foresaw two different sub-sections: one for idea-carriers and 
start-ups, the second one for investors/clusters. 

The idea-carriers’ point of view 

The first question focused on comparing the expectations of the participants and the 
achieved results (Figure 9). 

Even if all the values were beyond the average (2.5) except for b) Have investment 
opportunity (2.4), the perception of idea-carriers about achieved results is in most of the 
cases lower than their expectations. Particularly in the areas of: a) Receiving technical 
advice & guidance and e) Get connection and networking opportunities. Slightly better than 
the expectations are: f) Get new business prospects and b) Have investment opportunity. 

 

Figure 9 – Comparison between idea-carriers’ expectations and achieved results 

The relevance of the technical feedback provided to their project was evaluated « good ». 
The average value was higher than the previous brokerage event (8.0). (Figure 10). 

 

Figure 10 – Evaluation of the relevance/usefulness of the technical feedbacks provided to the projects

The future investment opportunities offered in this event were evaluated « good » or 
« satisfactory » (Figure 11).  
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Figure 11 – Evaluation of future investment opportunities offered 

The opportunity of creating networks was really met with appreciation  from the part of the 
participants as it can be seen in the figure below (Figure 12). 

 

Figure 12 – Evaluation of future networking opportunities offered  

The investors/clusters point of view 

The first question focused on the existing gap between expectation and achieved results 
(Figure 13). 

In the case of the investors/coaches, almost all the values exceeded the average (2.5) but 
their expectations about achieved results in all the case, except d) Increase co-investment 
and partnership opportunities, are lower than what they were expecting. 

 

Figure 13 – Comparison between investors/clusters’s expectations and achieved results 
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The level of selected start-ups/projects was evaluated « good » and « very good » (Figure 
14). 

 

Figure 14 – Evaluation of the quality and relevance of the selected start-ups/projects 

The offered opportunities of future investment were evaluated « good » and « very good » 
(Figure 15) as well as the future networking chances (Figure 15).  

Figure 15 – Evaluation of future investment opportunities offered 

 

Figure 16 – Evaluation of future networking opportunities offered  
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4. Conclusions and recommendations 
Overall the event was a success as it managed to bring the idea carriers with investors and 
get coaches’ support for the first time in the Mediterranean Region. It needs to be stressed 
how many of the idea carriers belong to the Agora MedSpring web community: some of them 
participated in the Cairo event in 2014, having the opportunity to share their innovative ideas 
with European investors; others were selected through the countries’ RDI programmes.  

The selected projects were deemed to be very interesting by the experts, they showed the 
diversity of talents and new projects emerging in the Mediterranean region in the areas of 
targeted societal challenges.  

All idea carriers underlined the usefulness of the comments and guidance provided by 
professional coaches during the on-line coaching before the event.  

Recommendations: 

1. Provide the idea-carriers with more support: 

 Building up on the benefits of the support and the coaching initiative that it was 
suggested to work on providing a more tailored supporting technique and 
replicate the success story. 

 Providing specialized training courses in business planning, marketing, human 
resources, so that their ideas can be improved to meet the market/investor 
needs.  

2. Allocate more time for the  idea-carriers’ pitch presentations and schedule them to 
speak at the beginning of the conference (or placing their presentations at the top of 
the event agenda). In future events, this would give chance to potential investors to 
hear ideas first and then facilitate conversations throughout the conference for better 
networking between idea-carriers and potential investors 

3. Ensure participation of more representatives from the European Commission/H2020. 

4. Ensure participation of more investors, “business angels” and funding agencies but 
also small companies and industries that are interested in  the fields of the ideas 
presented to increase potential investment opportunities. 
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2nd Euro-Mediterranean Brokerage & Venturing Event 
on Research and Innovation 

Berlin, Germany – 25/26 February, 2015 

NH Hotel Berlin-Mitte (Leipziger Strasse 106-111) 

24 February  

19:00 Get-together on invitation of the German Federal Ministry of Research and Education  

 Leibniz Association Headquarters, Chausseestrasse 111, Berlin-Mitte 

 

25 February  

08:00-08:45 Registration of participants (DLR) 

08:45-09:30 Welcome addresses 

Chair: Ralf Hermann (DLR) 

 Peter Webers, German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF),  Head of Division 212: 
Cooperation with developing and emerging countries, Africa and the Middle East  

 Cosimo Lacirignola, Secretary-General of Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies (CIHEAM) 

 Claudio Bogliotti, MedSpring Coordinator (CIHEAM-IAMB) and Zeinab El-Sadr, Deputy Coordinator (MHESR) 

 Fadila Boughanemi, European Commission, DG Research and Innovation: Roadmap for cooperation in 
research and innovation between the Southern Mediterranean and the European Union  

09:30-10:30 Keynote speeches:  

 Verena Lepper (AGYA): Scientific excellence as basis for innovation  

 Caroline Paunov (Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation, OECD): Innovation and inclusive growth  

10:30-11:00  Coffee break 

11:00-13:00 Policy Approaches for Research and Innovation 

Chair: Claudio Bogliotti (CIHEAM), Roman Noetzel (DLR) 

 Peter Webers (BMBF): Research, education and innovation: an international perspective 

 Silke Stahl-Rolf (VDI-TZ): Clusters as an instrument to boost regional growth 

 Cluster Policies in the MPCs and practical experiences: 

a. Main findings of the MedSpring cluster analysis, Oliver Rohde (DLR): 

b. Panel discussion with MedSpring partners from MPCs about national R&I programmes and cluster 
policies in the region: 

i. Amr Adly (STDF Egypt) 

ii. Mukhallad Omari (MoPIC Jordan) 

iii. Moez Jebara (MHESR Tunisia) 

13:00-14:30 Lunch 
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14:30-15:15 Supporting and bringing innovative ideas to the market: examples from EU and MPC 

Chair: Ralf Hermann (DLR), Rula Atweh (CNRS Lebanon)  

 Mona el Tobgui, Holger Kohl: International cooperation activities of the Fraunhofer Society 

 Other investors from MPCs & EU MS 

a. Abdul Malik Al Jaber (MENA Apps / MBAN) 

b. Amina Ziane-Cherif (ANIMA, France) 

c. Anaïs Mangin (SEED – Promoting Entrepreneurship for Sustainable Development) 

15:15-16:00 Short presentation of regional innovation clusters: 

 Tolga Ozbolat (METU Technopark, Turkey) 

 Peter Frey (Solar Valley) 

 Axel Bronstert (Water Science Alliance) 

 Jan Kallok (IDE Institute for Decentralised Energy Technologies)   

16:00-16:30 Coffee break 

16:30-18:00 Pitch presentations of invited clusters and idea carriers  

Chair: Amina Ziane-Cherif (ANIMA), Oliver Rohde (DLR) 

 

26 February  

09:00-10:30 Pitch presentations of invited clusters and idea carriers (continuation) 

Chair: Amina Ziane-Cherif (ANIMA), Oliver Rohde (DLR) 

10:30-11:30 Bi- and multilateral informal meetings between registered participants and ideas carriers 

Chair: Gaetano Ladisa (CIHEAM), Zeinab El-Sadr (MHESR) 

11:00  Coffee break (available during the face-to-face brokerage) 

11:45-12:30 Bi- and multilateral informal meetings between registered participants and ideas carriers 
(continuation) 

Please note: participation is confined to idea carriers and registered online participants from EU MS/AC and MPCs – 
MEDSPRING consortium members are optional observers in this session!  

12:45  Closure  

13:00 Lunch 

14:30 On-site brokerage – study tour (optional, prior registration required) 

Field trip to Adlershof Technology Park 

17:00 End of tour 
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Legend & Links 

DLR - Deutsches Zentrum für Luft und Raumfahrt e.V. (Germany) http://www.dlr.de/  

BMBF - Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung (Germany) http://www.bmbf.de/   

CIHEAM-IAMB - CIHEAM – Istituto Agronomico Mediterraneo di Bari (Italy) http://www.iamb.it  

MHESR – Ministry of High Education and Scientific Research (Egypt) http://www.egy-mhe.gov.eg/en 

Leibniz-Gemeinschaft (Germany) www.wgl.de  

RDI – Research Development and Innovation Programme (EU / Egypt) http://www.rdi.eg.net   

ShERACA Plus – Shaping Egypt association to the European Research Area 
and Cooperation Action (Egypt) 

http://www.sheraca.eg.net/  

FETRIC – Future European Tunisian Research and Innovation Cooperation http://www.fetric.eu/  

SRTD II - Support to Research, Technological Development and Innovation in 
Jordan 

http://www.srtd.hcst.gov.jo  

AGYA - Arab German Young Academy of Sciences And Humanities (Germany) http://www.bbaw.de/en/agya/ 

OECD - Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development http://www.oecd.org/ 

VDI-TZ - VDI Technologiezentrum GmbH (Germany) http://vditz.de 

STDF – Science and Technology Development Fund (Egypt) www.stdf.org.eg 

MoPIC - Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation (Jordan) http://www.mop.gov.jo/   

MHESR Tunisia - Ministry of Higher Education and Research (Tunisia) www.mes.tn  

CNRS – National Council for Scientific Research (Lebanon) 

Fraunhofer Society (Germany) 

www.cnrs.edu.lb  

www.fraunhofer.de  

EBAN – European Business Angels Network  http://www.eban.org/  

MBAN – Mediterranean Business Angels Network 

ANIMA Investment Network (France) 

http://www.eban.org/mban/  

http://www.animaweb.org/ 

SEED – Promoting Entrepreneurship for Sustainable Development http://www.seed.uno/  

MCST – Malta Council for Science and Technology (Malta) http://www.mcst.gov.mt/ 

Solar Valley Mitteldeutschland e. V. (Germany) www.sollarvalley.org  

Water Science Alliance e.V. (Germany) http://www.watersciencealliance.de/  

IDE Institute for Decentralised Energy Technologies, Kassel (Germany) http://www.ide-kassel.de/en/home/  

METU Technopark – Middle East Technical University (Turkey) http://www.metu.edu.tr/  

Adlershof Technology Park (Germany) www.adlershof.de/en/homepage/ 
 

http://www.dlr.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
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http://www.egy-mhe.gov.eg/en
http://www.wgl.de
http://www.rdi.eg.net
http://www.sheraca.eg.net/
http://www.fetric.eu/
http://www.srtd.hcst.gov.jo
http://www.bbaw.de/en/agya/
http://www.oecd.org/
http://vditz.de
http://www.stdf.org.eg
http://www.mop.gov.jo/
http://www.mes.tn
http://www.cnrs.edu.lb
http://www.fraunhofer.de
http://www.eban.org/
http://www.eban.org/mban/
http://www.animaweb.org/
http://www.seed.uno/
http://www.mcst.gov.mt/
http://www.sollarvalley.org
http://www.watersciencealliance.de/
http://www.ide-kassel.de/en/home/
http://www.metu.edu.tr/
http://www.adlershof.de/en/homepage/
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2nd Euro-Mediterranean Brokerage & Venturing Event 

on Research and Innovation 

Berlin, Germany – 25/26 February, 2015 

NH Hotel Berlin-Mitte (Leipziger Strasse 106-111) 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

No.  Family name 
First 
name 

Organization  Country 

1  Belkada  Rachid  DGRSDT/MESRS  ALGERIA 

2  Drouiche  Nadjib  DGRSDT/MESRS  ALGERIA 

3  Boughanemi   Fadila  EC  BELGIUM 

4  Paunov  Caroline  OECD  BELGIUM 

5  Mohamed  Lauren  Refutrees  CANADA/PALESTINE 

6  Demetriades  Marios  The Cyprus Institute  CYPRUS 

7  Jiskra  Petr  We Deliver Taste  CZECHIA 

8  Aly 
Mohamed Galal 
Farghaly 

Al Azhar University  EGYPT 

9  Atia  Amr  Blue Power Company  EGYPT 

10  Helal  Salma  Healh Tech for Integrated Health Solutions  EGYPT 

11  Helal  Amr  International Trade and Marketing  EGYPT 

12  Abdelaty  Somaya  As‐Sonbolah For Food Industries  EGYPT 

13  Adly  Amr  Science and Technology Development Fund (STDF)  EGYPT 

14  Ahmed Wageih  Mohamed  SEKEM Development Foundation/ Heliopolis University  EGYPT 

15  Awad  Reem  Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research  EGYPT 

16  El Tobgui  Mona  Fraunhofer Gesellschaft fuer angewandte Forschung  EGYPT 

17  El‐Sadr  Zeinab  Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research   EGYPT 

18  Helal  Hany  Cairo University  EGYPT 

19  Idris  Pakinam  Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research   EGYPT 

20  Kassem  Abelwahab  Alexandria University  EGYPT 

21  Mansour  Hazem  Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research   EGYPT 

22  Marzouk  Malak  Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research  EGYPT 

23  Mattar  Taha  Central Metallurgical R&D Institute (CMRDI)  EGYPT 

24  Radwan  Amr  Academy of Scientific Research and Technology  EGYPT 

25  Sakr  Mahmoud  Academy of Scientific Research and Technology  EGYPT 

26  Samy  Yara  Rosa Alyoussef Foundation  EGYPT 

27  Soliman  Rahma  Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research  EGYPT 

28  Blanquart  Thomas  Citizen Cow  FRANCE 

29  Guennal  Lise  CPMR  FRANCE 

30  Lepore  Alessandra  Région Provence‐Alpes‐Côte d'Azur  FRANCE 

31  Noutary  Emanuel  ANIMA INVESTMENT NETWORK  FRANCE 

32  Sanna  Serena  IRD‐ Institut de Recherche pour le Développemen  FRANCE 

33  Ziane‐Cherif  Amina  ANIMA INVESTMENT NETWORK  FRANCE 
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No.  Family name 
First 
name 

Organization  Country 

34  Brand  Bernhard  Wuppertal Institut  GERMANY 

35  Bronstert  Axel  Water Science Alliance  GERMANY 

36  Dorpmüller  Sabine 
Arab‐German Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities 
(AGYA) 

GERMANY 

37  Friesen  Jan     GERMANY 

38  Gruitrooy  Clara  Euro‐Mediterranean‐Arab Association (EMA e.V.)  GERMANY 

39  Hermann  Ralf  DLR  GERMANY 

40  Kallok  Jan  deENet Competence Network distributed Energy technologies  GERMANY 

41  Lepper  Verena 
Arab‐German Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities 
(AGYA) 

GERMANY 

42  Mangin  Anais 
SEED ‐ Promoting Entrepreneurship for Sustainable 
Development 

GERMANY 

43  Meyer  Ingo  Technische Universität Berlin  GERMANY 

44  Noetzel  Roman  DLR  GERMANY 

45  Rohde  Oliver  DLR  GERMANY 

46  Seegert  Jörg  Water Science Alliance  GERMANY 

47  Stahl‐Rolf  Silke  VDI‐TZ  GERMANY 

48  Treutwein  Matthias  ENPACT  GERMANY 

49  Webers  Peter  BMBF  GERMANY 

50  Georgiadis  Pavlos  We Deliver Taste  GREECE 

51  Pletsa  Vasiliki  National Hellenic Research Foundation  GREECE 

52  Scoullos  Michael  University of Athens/MIO‐ECSDE  GREECE 

53  Xenakis  Aristotelis  National Hellenic Research Foundation  GREECE 

54  Shaton  Marcel  ISERD  ISRAEL 

55  Diaferia  Antonio  EMitech srl  ITALY 

56  Pastore  Luisa  SBskin. Smart Building Skin  ITALY 

57  Romagno  Tommaso  Land2Lend  ITALY 

58  Bogliotti  Claudio  CIHEAM Bari  ITALY 

59  Bringhen  Igor  LVIA  ITALY 

60  Ladisa  Gaetano  CIHEAM Bari  ITALY 

61  lo Bello   Valerio  S‐COM  ITALY 

62  Morini  Chiara  CIHEAM Bari  ITALY 

63  Robecci  Nicola  We Deliver Taste  ITALY 

64  Rossano  Marilena  CNR  ITALY 

65  Ruberti  Federico  S.COM  ITALY 

66  Scalisi  Marcello  UNIMED  ITALY 

67  Stefani  Alessandro  Fondazione AREA  ITALY 

68  Al‐Dmoor  Hannee  Scientific Food Center  JORDAN 

69  Alfaqieh  Mohammed  National Center for Research and Development  JORDAN 

70  Assayed  Almoayied  Royal Scientific Society  JORDAN 

71  Al Naber  Majd  The Higher Council for Science and Technology  JORDAN 

72  Al‐Omari  Mukhallad  Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation (MoPIC)  JORDAN 

73  Amawi  Omar  Higher Council for Science and Technology ( HCST)  JORDAN 
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No.  Family name 
First 
name 

Organization  Country 

74  Hijazeen  Dana  Higher Council for Science and Technology ( HCST)  JORDAN 

75  Mostafa  Ehab  As‐Sonbolah for Food Industries SAE  JORDAN 

76  Muhammad  Shatanawi  University of Jordan  JORDAN 

77  Atweh  Rula  National Council for Scientific Research ‐ Lebanon (CNRS‐L)  LEBANON 

78  Gauci  Borda  Malta council for Science and Technology  MALTA 

79  Slimani  Aicha  Ministry of High Education and Scientific Research (DGRSDT)  ALGERIA 

80  Tligui  Noursaid  Hassan II Institute of Agronomy and Veterinary Medicine  MOROCCO 

81  Shalabi  Fahoum  Ministry of Higher Education  PALESTINE 

82  Wajnchold  Barbara  InPhoTech  POLAND 

83  Silva  Victor  FCT  PORTUGAL 

84  Diaz Vazquez  Ana Raquel  Abengoa  SPAIN 

85  Rodriguez  Rafael  CSIC  SPAIN 

86  Attig Bahar  Faten  University of Carthage, Polytechnic School of Tunis.  TUNISIA 

87  Ben Said  Myriam  Centre of Water Research and Technologies, CERTE  TUNISIA 

88  Bouchoucha  Khaled  IRIS Technologies  TUNISIA 

89  Gouja  Ilyes  Vitalight LAB (Public Limited Company)  TUNISIA 

90  Bousselmi  Latifa  Centre of Water Research and Technologies, CERTE  TUNISIA 

91  Chabouni   Refaat  Ecole Nationale d'Ingénieurs de Tunis  TUNISIA 

92  Ghrabi  Ahmed  Centre of Water Research and Technologies, CERTE  TUNISIA 

93  Jebara  Moez  MHESRT  TUNISIA 

94  Othmani  Mohamed  Tunisian Academics' Society e.V.  TUNISIA 

95  Özbolat  Tolga  METU Technopark  TURKEY 

96  Sayin Uke  Ayse  The Scientific and technlogical Research Council  TURKEY 

97  Corless  Virginia  The Sahara Forest Project  USA 

98  Al Jaber   Abdulmalek  MENA Apps/MBAN  USA 

99  Dallal  Ahmad  American University of Beirut  USA 

100  Ben‐Meir  Yossef  High Atlas Foundation  USA/MOROCCO 

101  Audeh  Joseph  NEW INC  USA/PALESTINE 

102  Molena  Eusa       

(NOTE: Participants highlighted in yellow were invited as idea-carriers) 
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ANNEX 4 - Photo gallery 



Reports on brokerage venturing for innovation  Grant Agreement nº 311780 

30 

 

 

Photos 1-6 - Some snapshots from the brokerage event 


